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ENERGY ECONOMICS BRAZIL 


EMERGENCY PLAN TO REDUCE OIL CONSUMPTION UNDER STUDY 
Fuel Rationing Possible 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 26 Jul 83 p 29 


/Text/ Mines and Energy Minister Cesar Cals confirmed yesterday in Brasilia 
that the National Security Council (CSN) is considering an emergency plan to 
reduce substantially the consumption of petroleum derivatives “in view of the 
country's foreign exchange difficulties." The minister told the newspaper 
people that he did not know if there will be fuel rationing; later, through his 
press representative, he disclosed that the Federal Government has not yet 
reached a decision with regard to rationing. Experts from the ministry, in 
turn, advised that the government wants to limit oil imports to $4.5 billion in 
1984 "with or without rationing," which represents $2 billion less than what 
was forecast for this year. 


In Rio, Petrobras Director Paulo Vieira Bellotti said that the firm has no 

reason whatever to suggest or permit the rationing of gasoline and other fuels 
inasmuch as the supply is normal throughout the country. He also said that he 
was informed by Minister Cesar Cals that, as a member of the CSN, he was certain 
that that organization had decided nothing concerning the adoption of a rationing 
plan. Bellotti is acting president of Petrobras during the absence of Shigeaki 
Ueki who is on vacation in New York "where he will be able to meet with Brazil's 
suppliers." 


According to experts from the Ministry of Mines and Energy, rationing will be 
instituted only as a last resort if measures to be adopted to limit the consump- 
tion of petroleum derivatives do not succeed in reducing the import of oil to 
400,000 barrels per day within 6 months, representing a cutback of 200,000 
barrels per day compared to the average recorded in the first 6 months of this 
year, which amounted to 610,000 barrels per day, and of 100,000 barrels per day 
compared to the goal which Minister Cals hopes to reach at the end of this 
year--namely, 500,000 barrels per day. 


Nevertheless, Minister Cals told the reporters that he is striving "without 
rationing" to meet the goals he has set for oil imports of 500,000 barrels per 
day this year and 360,000 barrels next year. According to what Cals hopes to 
achieve, expenditures for oil imports will be $3 billion in 1984, or $1.5 
billion less than the figure established by the Federal Government. 














Cals also pointed out, in talking with the reporters, that he is promoting the 
purchase of oil through 2 system of mutual credit, that is, in exchange for 
Brazilian products, a system already used to purchase 150,000 barrels per day 
from Venezuela, Mexico and Ecuador. Ministry officials added that, of the $4.5 
billion established by the CSN for the purchase of oil in 1984, $1.5 billion 
will have to come from the mutual credit plan and $3 billion paid in dollar 
currency. 


A Last Resort 


Ministry advisers assert that, before deciding to adopt fuel rationing, the 
government will institute measures aimed at conserving and replacing oil by 
alternative energy sources. According to those same experts, if those measures 
do not produce the desired effects, the government will constrain the oil economy 
by substantially increasing the prices of oil derivatives. And, if that last 
measure still does not produce the desired result, then there will be rationing, 
the experts stressed. 


"The measures should be progressive, even to the point of rationing as a last 
resort, so that anyone who initially changes to another energy source, which is 
not a petroleum derivative, will make a profit," the experts said. They also 
advised that the CSN is restudying the rationing plan which was contemplated in 
1980 when, due to the war with Iraq, Iran stopped supplying Brazil 400,000 
barrels per day from one moment to the next. 


According to the experts, the rationing plan studied in 1980 should be instituted 
at this time, since, at that time, rationing was aimed at reducing the average 
daily consumption of oil from 1 million to 600,000 barrels in a very abrupt 
manner, and the present objective is to decrease overall consumption from 950,000 
to 850,000 barrels per day within 6 months. 


Difficulties 


The minister of mines and energy also said that Petrobras had not informed him 
that it would not be renewing contracts for the purchase of oil with payment in 
180 days due to the excessive requirements being stipulated by foreign banks, 
as reported by a Sao Paulo newspaper. 


Acting Petrobras President Paulo Vieira Bellotti also denied in Rio that Brazil 
is behind in its payments for imported oil, emphasizing that the payment of its 
oil accounts is given priority status by the Brazilian Government. "However, 
other accounts, such as those for drilling services or support in the area of 
exploration of production, are being neglected due to the country's well-known 
financial difficulties in the international market," he said. 


Sergio Hamilton Albertzaai Drumond, head of the Petrobras Marketing Department 
(DECOM), in turn, said that there is a tendency by supplier countries to reduce 
the length of time granted Brazil for the payment of its oil imports, due to the 
country's financial situation abroad. 








Presently, those payment terms vary from 60 to 180 days in the case of contracts 
with prices somewhat less than $28 per barrel, which should remain the same for 
the next 2 years, according to Drumond's expectations. Brazil is continuing to 
import an average of 360,000 barrels per day, as 2uthorized by the CSN. 


According to Bellotti, the stock situation is also not worrisome. There is oil 
stored in the ground sufficient for 35 to 40 consecutive days of domestic 
consumption and derivatives in warehouses which would provide another 15 days 
of domestic requirements. 


Persian Gulf 


Bellotti also expressed no apprehension over the possibility that Iraq might 
carry out its threat to close the Persian Gulf to oil barges, which would affect 
the export of oil from Saudi Arabia, one of Brazil's principal suppliers. That 
threat, directed against Iran according to Bellotti, is "one made constantly" 

in the war between the two countries and does not alarm Brazil inasmuch as our 
country is supported by an overall assurance system which includes the United 
States, dependent, as is Brazil, on the supply of oil from countries located in 
that area. . 


Limitation on Oil Imports 
Sao Paulo 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 24 Jul 83 p 46 


/Text/ Brasilia--The National Security Council (CSN), SEPLAN /Secretariat of 
Planning/ and National Council for Petroleum (CNP) are jointly studying a series 
of measures aimed at conserving and replacing oil by alternative energy sources 
to enable the average amount of imported oil not to exceed 410,000 barrels per 
day beginning in January 1984. At the same time, the three organizations are 
also studying a fuel-rationing plan which would be instituted at the beginning 
of 1984 if the measures to be adopted yet this year do not produce the desired 
results. 


This information was released yesterday by experts from the energy sector. 

Among the alternatives being studied to discourage the consumption of petroleum 
drivatives and encourage the use of alternative domestic energy sources, the 
experts mentioned higher prices for all petroleum derivatives, lower prices for 
alternative energy sources such as alcohol, electric power and natural gas, the 
production of an additive so that anhydrous alcohol might replace diesel oil 

and also the financing of small industries so that they might replace their 
equipment which burns oil with other types of equipment which uses energy sources 
not derived from oil. 


The experts explained that the government's decision is aimed at bringing about 
a reduction of 100,000 barrels of oil per day in 1984, as already indicated by 
Planning Minister Delfim Netto. Considering that the average daily production 
of oil next year will be 440,000 barrels, the experts reached the conclusion 
that the overall consumption of oil (imported and domestic) will have to be 
about 850,000 barrels per day next year. 





“That goal must be reached in some manner, with or without rationing, in the 
very beginning of 1984," the experts said, "and that is why the government is 
presently studying measures aimed at encouraging the use of alternative energy 
sources as well as rationing, the latter to be implemented only if the proposed 
incentives do not achieve the required objective. Whether good or bad, there 
will have to be a substantial reduction in oil imports." 


The same experts justified the government's decision to reduce imports by saying 
that the economic crisis will continue for a few more years and the country will 
not be able to continue to consume so much oil. Rationing is being studied well 
in advance, even being relegated to second position, according to the experts, 
inasmuch as it is a dangerous measure, one which, if not properly administered, 
will give rise to corruption. 


The experts could not give an indication with regard to the type of rationing 
being studied, alleging that this is all being treated in a highly-confidential 
manner. However, they admitted that some of the measures being considered are: 

the establishment of fuel quotas for distributors of petroleum derivatives and 
tilling stations and a continuance of the policy of having such stations closed 
tor longer periods of time in addition to Saturdays, Sundays and national holidays. 


They believe that liquified petroleum gas (LPG or cooking gas) is one of the 
tirst fuels which will be subject to controlled consumption in view of the 
enormous increase in its use, particularly clandestinely, in automobiles, saunas 
and swimming pools. 


the reduction in time from 30 to 15 days for distrib"tors to pay for their 
purchases of LPG from Petrobras was already aimed at decreasing the consumption 
of that product in that it will reduce the operating capital of those firms and, 
as a result, they will be in less favorable position to sell fuel to large con- 
sumers on a credit basis. CNP is awaiting the effect of this measure and, if 
the desired result is not obtained, it expects to reduce the quotas intended 
for each distributor and force those distributors to neglect heavy users who 
can replace LPG with domestic energy sources, thus benefiting the sales of such 
sources for domestic consumption, according to statements made by the CNP 
experts themselves. 
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ENERGY ECONOMICS BRAZIL 


TOTAL ITALPU COSTS REACH $15 BILLION 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 26 Jul 83 p 29 


/Text/ Brasilia--Gen Costa Cavalcanti, president of the binational Itaipu 
/project/, said yesterday in Brasilia that the overall cost of the world's 
biggest hydroelectric power plant is approaching $15 billion. Until the end of 
last year, the general was saying that the total cost of the project would be 
about $14 billion. After a meeting with Mines and Energy Minister Cesar Cals, 
the Itaipu president advised that there had been an increase of 4.9 percent in 
the cost of plant investments this year and that, taking into consideration the 
finance charges for those investments, the real increase was 8 percent. 


The general confirmed that the first of the 12 Itaipu turbines, 700 megawatts 
each, would begin operating in October and generate power for Paraguay with only 
30 percent of its potential, sufficient for that country's needs. In 1984, 2 
more Itaipu turbines will start up and, beginning in 1985, 3 additional ones 
will start up each year until a total of 18 are in operation. 


Gen Costa Cavalcanti, who is also president of ELETROBRAS /Brazilian Electric 
Power Companies, Inc/, was unable to say how much excess electric power the 
country has at its disposal. However, he stressed that such power is available 
only in the southeastern part of the country. In the north.cast, there is no 
excessive electric power and, in the north, there never was any surplus power, 
according to his recollection. 


Electric power is replacing 20,000 barrels of oil per day, according to the 
general. He rejected the possibility that electric power might replace LPG for 
domestic consumption over the short term in view of the fact that investments 
required for that type of replacement are enormous. The general said that 
"there are other more advisable ways to replace LPG before resorting to the 
electric stove." However, he did not elaborate on that aspect. 


New Distillery 


Yesterday in Goias, Mines and Energy Minister Cesar Cals and Col Jose Ornellas, 
governor of Brasilia, inaugurated the Alto Paraiso distillery which will be 
producing 150,000 liters of anhydrous alcohol per day. By the end of 1985, the 
distillery will be capable of producing 25 million liters of anhydrous alcohol 
per day. The plant project also includes obtaining alcohol from manioc during 
the periods between sugar-cane crops. 























The electric power consumed by the distillery is produced through means of 
sugar-cane bagasse left over after grinding the sugar cane to produce alcohol. 


To supplement power in the between-crops period, a dam is being built which will 
generate 700 kilowatts of 2lectric power. 
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ENERGY ECONOMICS CHILE 


"GROUP OF 77' RECOMMENDS ALTERNATE ENERGY SOURCES 
Coal, Wind, Other Resources 
Santiago EL MERCURIO in Spanish 5 Jul 83 p C 3 


[Excerpt] "Chile has great energy potential. Many technologies and alter- 
native sources exist which are applicable and usable in Chile as well as 
other countries." 


This is how the situation was described by Gustavo Best, Mexican delegate 
and coordinator of the "Group of 77" meeting which will begin today in our 
country--at the headquarters of the Economic Commission for Latin America 
(CEPAL)--in order to establish various forms of cooperation among the 
developing nations in the field of new and renewable energy sources. 


Best designated as important Chilean alternative resources those derived 
from solar and wind energy, from which projects are carried out in the 
north and coastal regions of the country. 


He likewise indicated that "according to my understanding, expansion of the 
coal industry is being planned, using modern gasification technology." 


As he explained, the object of this meeting is for the developing countries 
which comprise the "Group of 77" to be able to exchange their technologies, 
equipment and information on energy matters. 


"We find ourselves in a transitory and transitional situation; thus it is 
necessary and urgent to continue working on energy alternatives," he said. 


Equally, he suggested that there is a perception that petroleum will con- 
tinue to occupy the preeminent position as an energy source. "There are 
countries which urgently need alternative sources because they do not have 
petroleum and their economies are really suffering from the outflow of 
currency after buying petroleum. The idea is for them to begin using 
native energy sources," he added. 


The meeting, which was to have opened yesterday, was postponed until today 
at 10 o'clock. 

















Participants representing Bangladesh, Brazil, Egypt, the Philippines, India, 
Nigeria, Peru, Thailand, Tunisia, Uruguay, Venezuela and Zambia will attend 
the meeting, which will continue until next Friday. 


Solar Energy Project Planned 
Santiago EL MERCURIO in Spanish 8 Jul 83 pC l 


[Excerpt] The National Service of Sanitary Works will use solar energy to 
provide potable water to isolated rural localities which cannot use conven- 
tional equipment for its extraction because they lack electricity. 


To develop this project, the entity signed an agreement with the "Agence 
Francaise pour la Maitrise de L'Energie," which will donate equipment 
including a solar pump, a solar refrigerator, and their respective acces- 
sories. The value of the equipment is 216,898 francs. 


The experimental program will be applied in the locality of Quelin Alto, 
in Region IV, a zone that provides conditions for abundant solar radiation. 


Depending on the results of the project, equipment will be installed in two 
other remote cities. In principle, these are to be Colchane and Visviri. 
The systems to be employed have already been contracted for this purpose, 
considering the alternative of using solar energy from photovoltaic conver- 
sion cells, with their corresponding pumping equipment. 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


GUYANA-DOMINICA TRADE RELATIONS SET TO EXPAND 


INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 16 Jul 83 pp 1, 4 


[Text ] 


CSO: 





‘of bulk rice 


TRADE between 
Guyana and Dominica will 
assume new dimensions 
next month when con- 
tractual arrangements for 
the sale of Guyana rice 
te(* that Caribbean island 
are scheduled to be 
finalised. 

Head of the Department 
of International Economic 
Cooperation (DIEC) in 
the Ministry of Econom?. 
Planning Winston Murray, 
said Guyana expects to 
sell Dominica 1 000 tonnes 
and 600 
tonnes of packaged rice. 

On the other hand, 
Guyana has agreed to 
purchase toilet soap from 
Dominica to supplement 
production of this item by 


the Guyana Phar- 
maceutical Corporation 
(GPO) 


The levels of exports 
were agreed upon during 
discussions between 
Guyana government of- 
ficials and a Dominican 
trade mission which 
visited Guyana in June, 
following talks between 
Guyana’s Vice-President 
Desmond Hoyte and 
Dominican Prime Minister 
Mary Eugenia Charles at 
the Caricom Finance 
Ministers meeting held in 
Barbados early in June. 

A Dominican trade team 
will be returning to 
Guyana early in August to 
finalise the formal con 
tract 


3298/807 


Dominica has also in 
dicated to the Guyana 
Liquor Corporation 
(GLC), an interest in 
purchasing 2500 liquid 
gallons of neutral spirit, 
2 500 proof of high 
wines and 1200 proof 
gallons of aged rum. 

Explaining other 
realistic possibilities 
which exist fer increasing 
trade between Guyana and 
Dominica, Cde. Murray 
said the (trade mission 
which visited hete in June 
had also ituiieated an 
interest fa _—_ locally 
produced pharmaceuticals 
and corrugated cartons. 

In the Case of phar- 
maceuticals, the 
Dominicaws have sub- 
mitted a list of 20 Hems in 
which they are interested. 

However, with the 
Guyana Pharmaceutical 
Corporation’s production 
capabilities limited 
because of damage caused 
dl a a last year, 

uyana will at present not 
be able to take full ad- 
vantage of the Dominican 
pharmaceuticals market. 

There is however, ex- 
pected to be a turn around 
in this situation with an 
expansion in tke GPC 
capability. 

eanwhile, some one 
million to 1,5 million 
tablets of the Dominican 
soap are expected to be 
imported from the sister 
Caricom country through 
the GPC. Together with 
GPC’s Dream toilet soap 


this amount is expected to 
meet domestic 
requirements for the rest 
of 1983. 

Answering a query on 


continuing and expanded 
trade with Dominica, Cde. 
Murray said the 


Dominican trade mission 
was very impressed with 
the range and quality of 
products made locally and 
available for export. 

The Dominican 
Government has also 
offered to host an 
exhibition of Guyanese 
products sometime next 
month, with a view to 
exposing its large private 
sector to Guyanese 
products. 

Meanwhile, as far as the 
export trade in rice is 
concerned, the DIEC 
official noted that there 
was expectation on both 
sides that rice sales to 
Dominica will be an on- 
going arrangement. 

Guyana has on previous . 
occasions supplied rice to 
Dominica, and it is hoped, 
Cde. Murray added, that a 
new contract will be 
renegotiated before the 
end of July 1984, when the 
first contract is likely to 
end. 

And on the question of 
rum. the DIEC . official 
explained that Dominica 
was anew market for 
Guyana rum. Any ex- 
pansion of trade in this 
commodity will be subject 
to consumer satisfaction. 

(GNA) 




















COUNTRY SECTION ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 


WORKERS APPARENTLY WIN POINTS AT ISSUE WITH GOVERNMENT 
PWD Contract 
St Johns THE WORKERS VOICE in English 13 Jul 83 pl 


[Text] On Tuesday morning, July 5th, 1983, the Workers at the P.W.D. marched 
down to the Ministry of Finance to enquire from the Minister of Public 
Utilities, Information, etc. also acting Minister of Finance and acting 
Prime Minister, about the reluctance of the Government to sign a contract 
between the Government and the non-Established workers which was negotiated 
on their behalf by the A.T.L.U. since Oct 1981. 


The contract which replaces a former agreement in operation since 1967 
and under which conditions the non-established workers still work, with 
the exception of wages and salaries, which have been increased from time 
to time by the Government. In order to obtain the rates which were nego- 
tiated in 1981 the workers had to indulge in some industrial action. 


The contract was approved by the Antigua Cabinet many months ago, but in 
spite of numerous attempts by the Union, no one was willing to sign on 
behalf of the Government. The last meeting was held with the Rt Hon Prime 
Minister the day before he departed for his trip to China. 


The PM sent for the draft of the contract and informed the Union that he 
would sign it personally. The Union left with that understanding, but 
apparently something went wrong and he had to leave without signing them. 
The Union was informed of this on Monday and held a meeting with the 
workers the following morning and informed them of the position. The 
workers then decided to see the acting PM who promised that the contract 
would be signed on Friday lst July 1983. 


Back Pay Settlement 
St Johns THE WORKERS VOICE in English 13 Jul 83 pl 


[Text] At a meeting held on Monday llth July 1983 between the Hon John E. 
St Luce and Hon E.E.Williams representing the Government and members of 
the A.T.L.U. it was agreed after some discussions that the ‘back pay' due 
to non-established workers would be paid next month, commencing with the 
P.W.D. section on 13 August. The balance would be paid in stages over a 
4-6 weeks period. 
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The Union was seeking to have the money paid to the workers in time for 

the Carnival celebrations, but the Government did not find this practical. 

The Hon Minister of Finance explained that although the money was available 

it was not possible for all the different departments to get all the necessary 
paper work done, so that the Treasury could commence paying in time for 
carnival. 


He, however, assured the Union that if the necessary paper work for any 
department was done on time then it may be possible to commence payment before 
the target date of August 13th. 


The Union recognises the extreme financial difficulty being experienced by 
the Government presently and is extremely glad that the welfare of the 
workers have been given precedence over other pressing matters. We know 
that the A.L.P. Government employs the highest percentage of workers in 

the public sector of any country outside of the communist bloc and do hope 
that in spite of the I.M.F. recommendations to the contrary that they do 
not find it necessary to ‘lay off any significant number of workers.' 


The workers wish to express their gratitude to Cde Williams for his 
assistance in defusing what could have been an ugly situation and getting 
the Agreement which was negotiated since Sept 1981 signed. They would 
also like to congratulate Cde St Luce who within hours after his return to 
the State contacted the Union and invited them to a meeting whereby he 
announced the intention to pay the back pay by August 13th. 


Reply to STANDARD 
St Johns THE WORKERS VOICE in English 13 Jul 83 pp 2, 3, 4 
[Article by R.A. Bascus] 


[Excerpts] Since the meeting which I held with the workers at the Public 
Works Department at 7.00 o'clock on Tuesday 5th July, and after which I 
accompanied them to continue the meeting with the Acting Prime Minister at 
the Ministry of Finance, where we were assured that the Agreement for the 
workers and Government would be signed on Friday 8th July, I have been 
accused by many people, both so-called supporters of the ALP and some 
Government Ministers, of wanting to embarrass the Government and from some 
of the opposition of staging a mock demonstration. 


For those who claim that the Union waited until comrade Leader was out of 

the country to take action, I would just like them to know that the day 
before comrade Leader left the country the Union held a meeting lasting nearly 
one hour with him begging him to sign the Agreement before he left or else 
there would be some form of industrial unrest. 
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This was the eleventh meeting which I have held with the Prime Minister and 
others concerning the signing of the Agreement and the back pay fur non- 
established workers. In all fairness to comrade Leader, when he realized how 
serious the Union was on the matter, he instructed the Cabinet Secretary to 
bring him a draft of the Agreement and he would sign it before he left. 

This Union accepted this and so informed the workers. 


The next day I phoned the Cabinet Secretary about the document only to be 

told by him that it was not signed, but when Comrade Freeland, who was due 
back that day arrives, he would get him to sign it. I again explained to 

Mr Stevens as I did in both his and the Prime Minister's presence the pre- 
ceding day, that comrade Freeland is a man who knows his duties and there 

was no way that he was going to sign that document. 


So on Tuesday morning I told the workers just as it was. That since the 
9 months which I have been General Secretary of the Union, that I have 
held eleven meetings with officials, ministers, Cabinet and the Prime 
Minister in the Unions effort to get the Agreement signed. All to no 
avail, I even informed them of the last meeting with the Prime Minister 
the day before he left and him having sent for the document so that he 
could sign it. I told them that I did not know what went wrong. 


I also told them that in my opinion the Government was bluffing and bull- 
shitting around too long and that they themselves would have to take some 
action as the Union could do no more. I also reminded them what they had 
to do in order to get their increment paid from the same agreement just 
before Independence. 


About 8.30 a.m. I received a telephone message from the Union's Shop 

Steward informing me that workers were not willing to go back to work. 

I immediately returned to Public Works Department and on observing that the 
employees were still meeting with some of the works committee members, I went 
to see the Permanent Secretary who wanted to know if a strike was on or not. 
I told him that I did not know anything about a strike, and reminded him of 
my request to hold a meeting with the workers. 


I then returned to the workers who informed me that they wanted to see the 
Minister of Labour. I told them that was no use, so they decided that they 
wanted to see the Prime Minister and so I accompanied them to see comrade 
Williams. We had a meeting at which top ministry officials and the Attorney 
General were present along with myself and seven of the workers. 


After nearly an hour with telephone calls being made all around, we were 
eventually informed that the signing would take place on Friday, as there 
were still some uncertainty as to who should sign the documents. The 
workers present accepted the promise of comrade Williams that the documents 
would be signed the Friday morning, and so the meeting ended. 


Now we come to the report on the so-called strike and headlined in the new 
publication of the P.L.M. First of all let me say here and now that I 
believe that report was written by a P.L.M. reactionary or one who thinks 
Like him. I bluntly refuse to associate such tripe to gentlemen like Robert 
Hall, Lewilyn Smith, Victor McKay and such persons. 


12 














After hearing the name of the paper, Standard, and knowing the leader of 

the party, I never expected anything like what I read in the second issue. 
Let's take the inaccuracies and hypocricies one at a time. ‘Workers at 
Public Work strike for back pay," that is their headline. There was no 
strike and the meeting was not over back-pay. (2) Millions for ministers 

to meander around the world. No money to pay workers their back-pay. All 
workers to be paid commencing 13th August, 1983. (3) ‘Workers walked off 
their jobs and joined in what was supposed to be a march of protest against 
the A.L.P. Government. The move was on the instruction of the Antigua Trades 
and Labour Union.' 


No worker walked cff their jobs. They left for a meeting. There was no 
protest march. They went to see the Acting Prime Minister. 


The initiative came from the workers themselves and supported by the Union. 
Not on the instruction of the Union. (4) The trip to China, and the other 
countries are being paid for by those countries and the expenses to Antigua 
could not amount to nearly the 1/4 million dollars stated. Get some facts 
before you write, man. Build up some credibility. 


(5) Bascus pressures to sign contract. I have never once discussed the signing 
of the contract with Freeland, as the Union has always been aware that he 

could not sign the contract. (6) ‘Large numbers of spectators gathered to 
watch the demonstrators. Workers going to hold a meeting are not demon- 
Strators. 


After all this stupid writer could come up with is that the whole affair is 
nothing short of sheer mockery, calculated to fool people with so many 
senators in the Union, is so firmly in the vice grip of the ALP that demon- 
strations like that are mere sham. 


Little wonder then, that the ordeal was so tame, mild and uneventful. What 
a sick son-of-a-bitch this man is. Imagine one thinking that persons could 
use poor workers who decided after much tolerance to stand up for their 
rights as Mockery--Fool people--a mere sham, because some of the Union 
officers happen to be senators, (just like when the P.L.M. had the president 
of the A.W.U. Malcolm Daniel and the General Secretary Keithlyn Smith as 
senators), are in the vice grip of the A.L.P. The writer obviously has no 
Trade Union background and is a politician who thrives on fooling the masses. 


The fool was probably expecting a riot when he wrote that, "little wonder then 
that the ordeal was so TAME, MILD AND UNEVENTFUL." What else could the ass 
expect. The workers went to get the contract signed and they got it and 

they were promised a date for the payment of their backpay and they have now 
got it confirmed. You may wait a long time but you would never see this 

Union as long as I am there, disrupt the smooth running of this country 
unnecessarily. And you better pray that it remains so because any other 
course it is fellas like you who would have to run first. 
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The A.L.P. Government would never put itself out of the way to boost the 
A.T.L.U, so you can see how little informed you are. In your desire to 
attack the A.L.P. Government, so. You mistake a little tolerance and 
understanding by both Union and Workers to a Government which has continued 
to employ all its employees as being betrayal. 


That is why I told the workers at Public Works Department that Tuesday 
morning that no other Government would have all of them working all year 
around with few lay-offs. It is people like you I had in mind. You can 

break down very well but you can't build. I am sure that the workers, 
although they thought that the contract should be signed before now, fully 
well realize that only the A.L.P. Government could provide them with work and 
SO a new contract. A copy of the contract can be made available to you 

so that you can see that "Leave is just a tiny item among the new benefits 
that the workers are entitled." Boy, you really don't know a thing about 
Unions. 


"The A.L.P. Government is a Heartless Stingy Miser when it comes to paying 
out monies due to poor wokers. I am totally convinced that this P.L.M. 
parliamentarian is not only sick but raving mad as well. Imagine that the 
A.L.P. Government had to pay off all the APUA workers which the P.L.M. 
unfairly dismissed. All Civil Servants like Hunte, Lorde, Lake etc and 
millions of dollars to all the sugar workers whom you closed the industry on. 
What a bare faced man. 


The no-name writer ended by saying that it was a cowardly act on behalf of 
the Union to have waited until both the Prime Minister and his Deputy was 

out of the island to hold this meeting. Since I have already explained 

this part earlier on, I would not repeat it again except to mention that both 
the Prime Minister and the Deputy know that whether they were here or not, 

I would take any action which I see fit in the interest of workers and the 
country. 


CSO: 3298/808 


14 

















COUNTRY SECTION ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 


LABOR ORGAN SUPPORTS PRIME MINISTER'S VISIT TO PRC 
St Johns THE WORKERS VOICE in English 16 Jul 83 p l 


[Text] Since Comrade Leader accepted the Chinese government invitation to 
visit mainland China the opposing forces in the country have wasted no time 
in labelling the Prime Minister as Communist. It is impossible to please 
people when their minds are bent on opposing the government at each and 
every turn. Almost all other countries enjoy some form of association with 
China, so why can't Antigua? 


Some claim that when Comrade Leader and his colleague started on their 
mission of mercy, that they were communists, because they opposed the ruling 
class in their endeavor to create better working and living conditions for 
the masses. They were able to transform the whole way of life in this 
country to the extent where they were opposed not only by the plantocracy, 
but also by the black middle class. In spite of all the obstacles placed in 
their way, these Comrades continued their struggle and fulfilled every 
promise made in the early days. Light and water to every district in the 
island, Free medical attention, Secondary education for all, Equal job 
opportunities and the breaking down of the class barrier. 


The accomplishment of these things were enough for our leaders to be branded 
as communists, but they went a little further in 1980 and promised in the 
Manifesto 'The Revolution Continues.’ Yes, we sing proudly the Red Flag 

and our colours are deepest Red, so if that makes us communist, then the 
visit to China by Comrade Leader is only being true to form. What about the 
sojourn to South Korea? Apparently the opposing forces find a little 
difficulty here, because one can't be accused of being communist and 
capitalist at the same time. 


We in the Labour Movement wish Comrade Leader all success in his mission and 
hope that the technicians with him would see how things are done in China 
especially in Agriculture and medicine. We hope that Dr Williams would see 
how the barefoot medics operate especially in the rural areas of China, and 
bring back a report to his colleagues. 
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It is refreshing to note that Comrade Leader was chosen by the Chinese who 
have made a study of the Great Man's Life story, and are very impressed 
with his struggle to free his people from colonial domination. Only 
leaders who are considered worthy are INVITED to Mainland China and the 


Great Hall of the People. 


You may jump high or low but you cannot take away his greatness from him. 


CSO: 3298/808 
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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


ALFONSIN'S POLITICAL IMPACT ON PERONISM EXAMINED 


Bahia Blanca LA NUEVA PROVINCIA in Spanish 16 Jul 83 p 2 


[Editorial: "Today's Electoral Prospects"] 


[Text] Even before the Radical Civil Union's internal election process ends, there 
are few who doubt the victory of Dr Raul Alfonsin's nomination for his party's 
presidential candidacy. Only a certain quixotic sense of honor and stubbornness 
could keep his rival, former Senator Fernando de la Rua, in the fight. The results 
of the internal elections in powerful Buenos Aires Province will certainly not make 
any decisive change in the trend that has been occurring. 


In the Justicialist Party, however, the comparison of forces is far removed from 
being resolved. With the passage of time, some names and ambitions have fallen by 
the wayside, and now appear difficult to surface again. This might be the case with 
the precandidates Angel F. Robledo and Raul Matera, whose profiles have been disap- 
pearing at the same rate as the decline in trade union support, the structure of 
which appears to be the most solid, consistent and continuous within the Peronist 
machine. In any event, its enormous negotiating capacity is always equipped to 

weld the splits that have been taking place. 


In this analysis, it is fitting to dispense with other candidacies lacking any 
reasonable prospects, such as that of the leftist, Vicente Leonidas Saadi, whose 
proclamation addressed only the tactical need for ensuring a presence in the inter- 
nal spectrum; or that of Col Vicente Damasco, who cannot invoke on his behalf any- 
thing more than the sentimental echo that might be aroused by the fact that he was 
a close collaborator of General Peron's. 


With his candidacy virtually decided in his favor on behalf of the Radicals, Dr 
Alfonsin is preparing to offer battle in nearly the same areas of the electoral 
panorama which traditionally belonged to the Peronists. The heir of Moises Leben- 
sohn and Arturo Frondizi, Alfonsin is in a better position than they to undertake. 

a synthesis between a Radicalism that has not thus far succeeded in ridding itself 
of a rather provincial concept of politics and a modern left, with a European tinge, 
and with a greater self-consciousness, more attentive to contemporary ideological 
mobility, which must necessarily influence its internal and external government 
program. 


Despite his widely publicized statement, Alfonsin's leftism (or whatever you want 
to call it) is such that it will allow him to act on certain sectors which, although 
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they have not succumbed to the temptation of emotional extremism, appear to be 
discontented and argumentative. The recent experience (almost completely negative) 
of the reorganization process has provided a wide margin for this type of resent- 
ment which everyone, some more and some less, is hastening to take advantage of 

at present. 


This new Radicalism, having left behind that half strategic and half ethical posi- 
tion originating with the party itself, the last leader of which was Dr Ricardo 
balbin (an intransigence that deprived him of any negotiating capacity) ,has a 
flexible stance disposed toward both ends of the spectrum. In a count., without 
caudillos and (it must be admitted) without authentic national mass movements, the 
tactic can only be that of joining and uniting. Of course, not in the way in which 
it was done by Juan Domingo Peron himself, with FREJULI ‘[Justicialist Liberation 
Front], but rather with a more unified and organized criterion, seeking a party 
apparatus that will incorporate truly homogeneous elements. 





With the image that it will show in these elections, the Radical movement is in a 
position to contest the Peronist movement not only for extensive areas of the middle 
class desirous of retrieving their leadership, but also some higher levels of the 
working class which may feel that they are better interpreted by this kind of 
Radicalism unprecedented in the country than by a populism that is increasingly 
losing its own features. 


There is no question that Alfonsin's neo-Radicalism is in a more appropriate posi- 
tion to create alliances with other groups, such as the progressive democrats, to 
whom it is united by a long-standing anti-Peronist fee]ing, than is De la Rua's 
orthodox Balbinism. But, at the same time, the party which is introduced by the 
hand of the Renewal and Change caudillo will not cause among the Justicialist rank 
and file the rejection that could be evoked by the line attempting to prolong the 
image of a man such as Balbin, who attained his leadership precisely in the battle 
against Peronism and who, despite the posthumous farewell, did not manage to cross 
the Rubicon.. 


fhe Peronist movement, particularly among certain social strata and in the interior 
section of the country, will have its greatest chances in the emotional reflexes 
that may evoke a longing for the late caudillo and, possibly, for his widow. With 
matters in this state, with a difficult but possible prospect of a Radical victory 
under Alfonsin's leadership, the Peronists would do well to become alarmed and seek 
allies that would aid them in that unknown area, namely, the Electoral College. 

If, as is presumed, no one attains an absolute majority, the smaller parties will 
play a critical role. In any event, Alfonsin, who will unquestionably surpass the 
best Radical election since those of Yrigoyen, will become an expectant figure in 
Argentine politics, perhaps beyond his own merits. Perhaps the key to his possible 
success lies merely in the fact that he managed (maybe irrationally) as no one else 
did, to offer a variant of the change that the national body politic has been demand- 
ing for some time. Where it will lead us is another subject. 
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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 





CHURCH'S CONCILIATORY ROLE SEEN AS CRUCIAL FOR PROCESS 
Bahia Blanca LA NUEVA PROVINCIA in Spanish 17 Jul 83 p 2 
[Article: “The Church Makes Its Voice Heard"] 


[Text] All of a sudden, the serious political problems stemming from the implications 
of the antisubversive war, the action taken against prominent personages in the mili- 
tary regime and the parties’ controversies have been relegated to secondary status, 
yielding to the specter of economic collapse. There are some who have the impression 
that the recent events experienced by the country (despite the repeated warnings 

from analysts of the reality) have been taking place like a theatrical production, 

in which the actors read their parts with emphasis and some confusion, without real- 
izing that the stage has totally deteriorated and might collapse at any moment. 


The urgent nature of the situation was made clear by the intervention of the Church 
which, despite subsequent explanations and statements, took a truly unprecedented 
step, placing itself in the center of the action, with a full awareness of the risks 
assumed. Apart from the graphic evidence from bishops arm in arm with trade union 
leaders, it was the virtually unlimited backing that was given at the outset to the 
document of the CGT [General Confederation of Labor] that shook all of the country's 
political structures, The correction of this daring step forward was almost immedi- 
ate. On the same day, Monsignor Laguna stated that the Church had only offered its 
good offices, in the context of its mission of reconciliation; but without assuming 
responsibility for the discussion of such specific issues as wage hikes or the level 
of interest rates. 


The national bishops’ entity reacted in this way owing to the enormous concern caused 
it by the socioeconomic situation. It fears that, if the almost unbearable tension 
being suffered by vast sectors should spread, an eruption would end up thwarting the 
already difficult progress toward institutionalization. That was the point of depar- 
ture , according to authorized sources, for the decision which was made by mutual 
agreement with the highest-ranking national hierarchy and with the approval, if not 
the encouragement ,of the Vatican itself. 


Moreover, there are some who claim that it was the president of the nation himself 
who requested,in a dialog with Monsignor Primatesta, the immediate intervention of 
the Social Pastoral Action Commission. The consecutive steps for nearly immediate 
contact with the multiparty group and the business-owning sectors were reportedly 
intended to find a negotiating remedy, in other words, a way of gaining time, so 
that the relentless approach of the general elections would make the electoral 
process irreversible. 


19 

















Furthermore, certain trade union sectors, that is to say, those directly involved 
in the ialog, received the proposal with relief; because, on the one hand, it 

puts them on the primary political level and, on the other, it gives them an excuse 
to curb the impulses for direct action (strikes and demonstrations) that they are 
constantly receiving from the rank and file. 


in short, the widespread dialog on the socioeconomic issue would reportedly serve to 
reduce, in one way or another, the impulses of the dissatisfied which are threatening 
to evade control by the union leaders. 





The Other Facet 


But, over and above those intentions, there are realities imposed on any dispassion- 
ate observer of the situation. First of all, the emergency plan devised by both 
trade union confederations is absolutely impossible to implement under the current 
conditions in the country. 


No one can sincerely disregard this incontrovertible fact. Therefore, among certain 
military sectors there is fear that a pole of pressure may be formed (whatever the 
ideas of the proposal's authors at the outset), that would put the government in 

an unresolvable situation. 


This is because, obviously, the claims of the wage-earning sectors and those of the 
business owners themselves cannot be met, at least now, and with the present econo- 
mic leadership. If that were not enough, there is no physical time between now and 
30 October to carry out, or rather to obtain results from any change in the leader- 
ship, however drastic it may be. 


Moreover, other trade union sectors, specifically the one headed by Lorenzo Miguel, 
have not concealed (in private) their distrust and displeasure at a position of the 
Church which catapulted to the forefront two ‘'comrades" with whom there are no 
exemplary bonds of friendship: Triaca and Ubaldini. For this reason, in "Miguelis- 
ta" circles there was a perceptible bitter gnashing of teeth and the words "maneuver" 
and "conspiracy" circulated freely in the leaders" offices. 


Nevertheless, what is most serious is the fact that the deadlines are increasingly 
short in present-day Argentina. The impatience in the economic realm has become 
increasingly more warranted, despite the imperturbability of the minister for that 
area, who is still giving the president assurance in the cabinet that everything 
is progressing more or less satisfactorily. 


As a counterpart, a personage associated with the most influential sectors of 
national business owners remarked: "The economy went out of control completely 2 
A 


weeks ago. And the pointer of the scale is tending increasingly to be inclined 
toward that assertion, rather than toward Dr Wehbe's wonderful statements. 


Hence, the question that is persistently circulating is: "What will be done when 
the crisis bottoms out?" Will it be proposed that people vote, as a solution, for 
the wages that are insufficient, or for unemployment and a standstill of industry 
and agriculture? 
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In principle, it appears reasonable to attempt some type of dialog, if it would 

help to ease tensions; but the serious part is that there may be no concrete solu- 
tion in the end, because in that case all the participants in this sedative opera- 
tion will be left in a difficult situation, including the national Church hierarchy. 


This latter point is recognized by the prelates themselves, as shown in various 
press analyses, some of whose authors have top-level contacts with the Church's 
leaders. But there are other issues that have arisen, concurrently. They include 
the express wish of the Church that an agreement be reached with Chile, in the 
context of the papal mediation. 


Now then, such a wish relates to a virtually immediate agreement; in other words, 
without waiting for the arrival of the constitutional government. This is why the 
statements made by the policy director of the Foreign Ministry, Ambassador Listre, 
attracted so much attention, when he said that there was a possibility of a solution 
before 30 January. As this newspaper reported, no new element known to the military 
authorities supported a statement of that kind. It is also known that the Junta 

is reluctant to sign a hasty document, which would add another historic responsibi- 
lity to its already overflowing burdens. But at the present time the Church is 
virtually in the center of very extensive negotiaticas, negotiations that we might 
term "at the edge of the abyss," and it is in a position to make its voice heard 
with more force than ever. 


From Postponement to Postponement 


Meanwhile, other pressing issues are moving from postponement to postponement. As 
we had announced in this column, the Military Junta held its last meeting before the 
winter recess, without a report of any decisive new action on the amnesty law. So, 
the matter will extend until August. 


Actually, it would appear that the military leadership, and the Army in particular, 
has virtually reached an impasse wherein it cannot come up with or force any kind 
of decision. No one can disregard the need for putting a final end to an increas- 
ingly dangerous process of demands for investigations which overrun the press 
columns every day. It will inevitably reach a collision point which, moreover, 
would appear to be eagerly sought by various sectors and, in particular, by certain 
news media. Since the circulation and the pertinent advertising rate are not 
sufficient explanation, one would have to think that the purpose of the campaign is 
to cause a dangerous eruption in one way or another. 





In brief, it may be the notorious attempt at "destabilization" so often denounced 

by the government and military offices. Some believe that the goal of this conflict 
is to thwart the electoral process, and it is possible that there are some senseless 
individuals cherishing that notion. 


Nevertheless, others think that, by forcing a series of events, decisions could be 
reached that would prove vital to the maintenance of the Armed Forces as power 
factors. In other words, they think that, under the present circumstances, with 

their burden of the Malvinas and the "dirty war," the Army runs the risk of disappear- 
ing from the political scene for a very long period of tiem. 

















[f the *ssues should become defined and the so much postponed and feared “purge” 
should cccur, the conditions would be totally different. There are some who specu- 
late on a kind of "Reichswehr," the Germany Army of the Weimar Republic which, 
after gradually recovering from its defeat, owing to the weakness of the democratic 
regime, became the real arbitrator of the political situation, but from a discreet 
secondary status. 


The fact is that a forced purge, if not deliberately carried out by the leadership, 
poses a series of incalculable risks in a situation such as the one being experienc- 
ed by the country at present. And the most serious risk is that those attempts may 
meet with serious resistance, and the armed institutions may become divided into 
factions; which would create a nightmare scenario, which, nevertheless, would not 
fail to torment the dreams of those who are closely monitoring the progress of 
events. 


As we have already noted on other occasions, there are times in the lives of coun- 
tries wherein no one is unaware of the dangers that are lurking, and wherein every- 
one sees the abyss toward which they are moving; but a kind of evil fascination 
(resulting from impotence) ends up thwarting all the possibilities of preventing 
what subsequently becomes a tragedy. 


2909 
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COUNTRY SECTION BELIZE 


UDP PREPARES FOR CITY ELECTIONS; OTHER DEVELOPMENTS NOTED 





Public Rally 
Belize City THE BEACON in English 16 Jul 83 p 1 


[Text ] 





THE UDP officially open- 
ed its campaign for the 
upcoming Belize City Coun- 
cil election with a large 
public meeting in Belize 
City on Wednesday, July 
13th. In spite of the 
constant black-outs that 
have plagued this city 
for weeks now, people 
came out by the hundreds 
to hear the UDP message. 
The meeting was chaired 
by UDP Chairman Mr. Dean 
Lindo, and included speak- 
ers from as far away a6 
Corozal and Orange Walk. 
The crowds were addressed 
by the Party Leader, Sen- 
ator Manuel Esquivel, the 
Deputy Leader and Leader 
of the Opposition Hon. 
Curl Thompson, Senator 
Elodio Aragon, political 
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officers Sam Rhaburn and 
Hubert Elrington. Mr. Ed— 
die Longsworth, and Frank 
Lizama. 

Speakers dealt with 
the worsening conditions 
of Belize City. The sad 
state of the economy, the 
corruption and communism 
in government, the inter- 
minable black-outs, But 
offered Belizeans hope: 
hope that better must and 
will come when people of 
all walks of life unite 
behind the United Demo- 
cratic Party in its march 
to victory and a new gov- 
ernment. The UDP contin- 
ues its.struggle to bring 
Belizeans a better life 
through better government. 
Remember, the candidates 
that run for the UDP are 
running for YOUR life. 











Esquivel Remarks 


Belize City AMANDALA in English 22 Jul 83 p 1 


[Text ] 


LT te 


BELIZE CITY, Fri. July 22) 

United Democratic Party Leader 
Senator Manuel Esquivel told 
AMANDALA yesterday that his par- 
ty will contest the Belize City 
Council elections scheduled for 
later this year. 

He pointed out that his party 
expects the report of the Elec- 
toral Review Commission to be 
published imminently and he ful- 
ly expects that reforms will be 
made in the registration process. 

Mr. Esquivel stressed the ur 
gency of qualified (Belizean 
citizens 18 and over) young peo- 
ple getting themselves register- 
ed as voters for the Citco elec- 
tions. ATS la 

une party is presently inter 
viewing potential candidates, ex 
-plained the Senator, but a con- 
vention to ratify a slate is not 

imminent. 

Critics of the UDP have 


saying that the party is 


been 
not 


making proper use of the young 
lawyers, executives, profession- 
als, and intellectuals probably 

_ available to them. By not so do- 
ing, they opine, the UDP is una- 
ble to light a fire under the 
masses of young people who  be- 
came disenchanted with the elec- 
toral process after the 1979 
general elections. 

UDP leaders have countered by 
claiming that the potential 
youth leadership of the party 
have been hemming and hawing in- 
stead of making a commitment. 

The PUP leadership, for its 
part, is having a ticklish time 
choosing candidates. Because of 
the left vs right split in the 
governing party, there will be a 
fight for a majority on the blue 
and white slate. But it is pre- 
cisely the left vs right split 
which has made the present City 
Council a lame duck administra- 
tion for the last two years. 


New Party 'Star' 


Belize City AMANDALA in English 15 Jul 83 p 1 


[Text ] 


POUND YARD, Wed. July 13 

Hubert Elrington, 39, a lawyer 
and the older brother of perhaps 
the more famous “Sedi", 
brilliantly in winding up 
a successful United Democratic 
Party (UDP) public meeting here 
tonight. 

Elrington, it is clear, will be 
a force to reckon with in munici 
~pal and national elections later 
this year and next year. 

Other speakers at the meeting 
were Corozal's Eddie Longsworth, 
citizen Frank Lizana (a possible 
UDP City Council candidate), par- 
ty assistant treasurer Sam Rhaburn 
(who campaigns in Belize Rural 
North), the valiant Senator EFlodio 
Aragon of Orange Walk, UDP House 
Leader the Hon. Curl Thompson, 
elected representative of the 
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Mesopotamia division, UDP Maximum 
Leader Senator Manuel Esquivel, 
and finally the aforementioned 
Elrington, H. 

The meeting was chaired by UDP 
Chairman Dean Lindo, who has ap- 
parently found a public speaking 
niche for himself in the chair 
man’s role. Lindo's superior 
gifts in conversation and repar- 
tee are more evident in the 
chairman's role than when he is 
asked to deliver a straight 
Oration, 

Leader Esquivel was his usual 
very clear, very incisive, and 
very logical self; he and former 
leader Lindo appear to be getting 
more comfortable with each other. 

Mr. Celestino Cawich of Orange 
Walk closed the meeting with an 
inspiring prayer in Spanish. 








Slap at Government Private-Sector Role 


Belize City THE BEACON in English 16 Jul 83 p 6 


[Article "Government's Interference in Private Sector: 


The Kiss of Death" 


from paid advertisement headed UDP BULLETIN Vol 1 No 8 and noting that 
"views expressed therein are not necessarily those of THE BEACON"] 


[Text ] 


IN the House of Repre- 
sentatives the Leader of 
the Opposition Hon. Curl 
Thompson objected to. Gov- 
ernment becoming more in- 
volved in the operations 
of private industry since 


government is thereby 
adding to its list of 
failures and taking on 


additional liabilities on 
top of other industries 
and boards managed by the 
government. 

Both the Rt. Hon. Prime 
Minister and the Minister 
of Works 
this by saying that it is 
government's responsibil- 
ity to bail out companies 
or industries that are 
failing or that have 
failed. 

But ask the question: 
Why have these companies 
failed? Is it not a re- 
tlection on the govern- 
ment and their management 
of the economy that so 
many private sector in- 
dustries are failing? Re- 
cently we saw where the 


government had to bail 
out the C.C.B.H. (Citrus 
Co.), Why? Now B.S.I. 


(Sugar) need bailing out. 
Why? The banana industry, 
the Marketing Board, the 
Electricity Board, and now 
the abattoir - why all 
these failures needing 


tried to deny . 


government bailing out? 
Is it not simply that 
there is something wrong 
with the overall manage- 
ment of the economy? Who 
is responsible for econ- 
omic planning in Belize? 
No one else but the Rt. 
Hon. Prime Minister, who 
is also Minister of Econ- 
omic Development. Since 
he has held that position 
Belize has seen many 
failures in industry and 
in the economy generally, 
and we have seen no de- 
velopment. We have seen 
no new economic plan for 
the improvement of Belize 
To say Belize even has a 
Ministry of Economic De- 
velopment is misleadang. 
Lets look into the de- 
tails of recent failures: 
The Belize Electricity 
Board has_ sucked out of 
the economy over $25 mill. 
fon as loans that the 


public is repaying at 
high interest. Yet this 
Board is offering the 


worst service experienced 
by any country. 

The Marketing Board has 
drawn off the citizens 
over $10 million and is 
unable to repay since it 
cannot even pay the farm- 
ers for their produce. 

The Banana Industry has 


been loaned over $20 mill- 
ion just to stay alive. 
The Citrus Industry has 
recently been bailed out 
by government guarantee- 
ing a loan for millions 
of dollars. Government is 
now studying the ways and 
means of bailing out the 
Sugar Industry, lest 60% 
of Belize's foreign earn- 
ings should disappear. 

Now that the government 
has failed the people so 
miserably to properly 
manage the economy, it is 
now taking on another in- 
dustry - the meat pro- 
cessing plant at Lady- 
ville - the abattoir. 
They are now ready to de- 
stroy the cattle industry. 

The government nas no- 

thing to be proud of that 
it is ao busily bailing 
out failing industries. 
So many failures can 
point to only one thing; 
a failure of government. 
The PUP government has 
failed. It might have 
been a useful experiment. 
But now the experiment is 
over in failure. Time to 
move on. Lets have some 
successes and some econ- 
omic progress: that's 
where the UDP comes in. 
Think about it. It's 
something to look forward 
to. 











UDP Agriculture, Land Policy 
Belize City THE BEACON in English 16 Jul 83 p 7 


[Article "From the UDP Manifesto 1979-1984" from paid advertisement headed 
UDP BULLETIN Vol 1 No 8 and noting that "views expressed therein are not 
necessarily those of THE BEACON" ] 


[Text] In each issue of the BULLETIN we will take one topic from our Mani- 
festo and expand on it so that readers might have a clear knowledge and 
understanding of UDP policies. This week we take a look at: 


"AGRICULTURE AND LAND: The UDP government will place top priority on assist- 
ing in the modernization of our agriculture. 


LAND OWNERSHIP: The UDP government will make more land available on a free- 
hold title basis. To assist in this we will establish a statutory authority 
to ensure the equitable distribution of land." 


The purpose of this first paragraph is to assure farmers that a UDP govern- 

ment would not continue the present PUP policy of making them totally 

dependent on government for the land they work. Location tickets and 

leases are one method the government uses to intimidate farmers. As long 

as the farmer does not own his land outright, he will remain poor. He 

has no security, he cannot borrow, and if he complains too loudly he stands 

to have the land taken away. We believe that farmers must enjoy ownership of V 
their land. To avoid political favouritism in granting land titles, we would 

have an independent authority to deal with land titles, removed from political 

interference. 


"FINANCIAL AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE: The UDP will explore every possibility of 
providing financial and technical assistance to our farmers, including irriga- 
tion and land clearing." There are many international agencies willing to 

help Belize develop its agricultural resources, but much needs to be done to 
ensure that the benefits actually reach the farmer. The government must assist 
by working closely with the farmer in planning the best use of whatever 
resources are available. 


"FARM ROADS AND MARKETS: We will improve the network of roads in farming areas 
in order to give farmers easy access to Marketing Centres which will be estab- 
lished throughout the country." 


Perhaps the single greatest obstacle to the development of agriculture is the 
lack of proper roads, transportation, and markets. The Marketing Board 

has proved totally inadequate in solving the problem of marketing for our 
farmers. The farmer cannot be expected to clear land, plow, plant, weed, 
reap, store, transport, and market. The more time he can spend on farming, 
the more he will produce and the more profit he will make. Once he has 
harvested his crop, it should then be someone else's job to store and market 
it. The Marketing Board has failed at this because they have nothing to lose 
or gain. The UDP believes that the private sector could be brought into the 
distribution side of agriculture to provide efficient storage and marketing 
means, better prices for farmers and better service to the consumer. And 
that is what we need most of all for agriculture to blosson. 

CSO: 3298/812 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


SPECULATION ON U.S. ROLE 


BELIZE 


Belize City AMANDALA in English 22 Jul 83 p 3 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


RIVERSDALE, Wed. July 20 

A combined police and Belize 
Defence Force raid in this muni- 
cipality of the southern Stann 
Creek district last week Wednes- 
day confiscated 7$ tons of com- 
pacted marijuana, 9 sub-machine 
guns, and resulted in the arrest 
of Belizeans John Zabaneh, 29, 
of no. 3 Magoon St. in Dangriga, 
Mario Cruz, 18, and Honduranean 
Marin Velasquez, 17. 

The 74 ton weight was a Friday 
Radio Belize figure, while the 
REPORTER in its weekend issue re 
ferred. to "13,000 pounds of com 
-pressed marijuana leaves and 
four garbage compactors." 


Whatever, the haul, probably 
the second largest in Belize's 
history, has a street value of 
several million Belize dollars. 

The significance of the bust, 
apart from confirming what many 
people have long believed =- that 
the weed industry is a nation 
wide phenomenon where Belize is 
concerned, is the fact of dis- 
covery of heavy calibre guns and 
ammunition. 

Large marijuana smugglers 
routinely use M-16s, other auto 
matic weapons, and other heavy 
calibre arms and ammunition to 
defend against attack from other 
law breakers and sometimes the 
law itself, but the REPORTER sug 
-gests that the planes which 
take out weed from Belize bring 
in guns which end up in the hands 
of leftist guerrillas in Guatema 
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-la and El Salvador. 

The Americans have been claim- 
ing for some time now that Cuba's 
Fidel Castro uses drug smugglers 
to move arms into Central Ameri-' 
cae From the drug smugglers’ 
standpoint, the motive may be 
pure profit. What is the sense, 
they figure, ‘of flying an empty 
airplane from Florida or Texas 
to pick up weed in Belize when 
you can load a shipment of ‘ arms 
for Central America and make 
money gOing and coming, the ideal 
of the transportation business? 

The thing is that the Drug En- 
forcement Agency (DEA) is a re - 
latively modestly financed arm 
of the United States government, 
so the DEA can never crush’ the 
drug trade. But if arms for 
Central American guerrillas are 
involved, then the Pentagon- the 
U.S. war machine which gets bil- 
lion of dollars from the Ameri - 
can budget - would become very 
interested and THEY can crush 
the drug trade. 

Another interesting point is 
that in the majority of cases 
when busts like these are made, 
the authorities are acting on a 
tip from a rival mob or traitor. 
It is for this reason that peo - 
ple die in the aftermath of such 
incidents. 

Again, it is a cinch that 
this operation was overseen by 
the Americans, because it is dif 
-ficult to find a senior ‘Belize 
police officer who has not been 
"reached" by drug money. 

















COUNTRY SECTION BELIZE 


PUP MEMBERS DEMONSTRATE FOR PRICE'S RESIGNATION 
Belize City THE BEACON in English 23 Jul 83 pl 


[Text] The Belize City Office of Prime Minister George Price was on 
Wednesday morning picketed by a number of angry citizens carrying "Down 
with P.U.P. Dictatorship" banners, and calling for the resignation of the 
Prime Minister. 


The picketers were recognised by political observers as all members of 

the Price's People's United Party (PUP), who timed their public demonstra- 
tion against their once "beloved" party leader at the time when he was 
holding his weekly "granny" clinic. 


Prominent among the picketers were Oscar Alonzo and Billy Heusner, two 
officers of the party's trade union, the United General Workers Union 
(UGWU), who were both recently dismissed from their jobs with the government 
owned Development Finance Corporation. 


The picketing came on the heels of the issue of a lengthy and critical press 
release by the UGWU, which accused the P.U.P. Government of "growing viola- 
tions of the fundamental human and trade union rights of workers." The 
release called on the members of the House of Representatives to support the 
union in its demand for (among other things) a complete reform of the labour 
laws of Belize; and adequate protection to the worker in the exercise of 

his right to be a member and officer of a registered trade union. 


Put together, the picketing of the Prime Minister's office by supporters of 
his own party, previewed by the harsh public criticism by the party's trade 


union tells the story of how low the popularity of the Prime Minister and 
his party has fallen. 


CSO: 3298/810 
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COUNTRY SECTION BELIZE 


MPU ORGAN DESCRIBES PUP CONFERENCE INFIGHTING 
Orange Walk Town PUEBLO in English 11 Jun 83 pl 


[Text] George Price decided to participate in an official slate with 
Sylvestre. The big issue was the party chairmanship. Said Musa was 
nominated for the chairmanship. Supervising officer Glenn Godfrey gave 
the microphone to Sylvestre and allowed him to campaign for himself. 

When Musa sought the same priviledge, he was denied the microphone. 

It was given to Courtenay instead, but since Mr Courtenay supported Musa, 
Sylvestre ordered Godfrey to take away the microphone, which he did. 


Contrary to democratic practice, no secret voting was allowed. The ballots 
were given to delegates and they were ordered to vote. Fearing any after 
effects or victimization, pro-Musa delegates gave their votes to Sylvestre. 


DISWEEK reports that there was an occasion when a Hunter delegate 

voted for Musa. His vote was destroyed and a new one for Sylvestre was 
made. DISWEEK also reported that Mrs Jane Usher stripped her son of his 
delegate status on the convention floor because she suspected him to 

be pro-Musa. A more trusted follower took his place. So it was a dog 
eat dog convention, no? 


After the convention ended, Sylvestre and clique went to Hunter's farm 
to celebrate. Our informer says that a delegation of gringos went there 
to pay a visit to Sylvestre and were happy that he was chairman of the 
PUP. So it seems that the gringos are intervening in the internal 
affairs of Belize. 


CSO: 3268/809 
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COUNTRY SECTION BELIZE 


MPU ORGAN ISSUES CALL FOR NEW POPULAR MOVEMENT 
Orange Walk Town PUEBLO in English 16 Jul 83 p 2 
[Editorial ] 


[Text] It is almost two years now since Independence night. The much 
heralded dawn is yet still to come. Day by day the people are becoming 
more and more disillusioned with the "peaceful constructive revolution." 


The Price administration seems to have embarked on an inrreversible 
campaign of victimization with the hope of neutralizing all potential 
opposition to the regime. Qualified economists are being fired from 
government institutions because they are open minded. 


One would have thought that the Price regime would have become more flexible 
and create an atmosphere of national unity after Incependence. Instead, 

the old mode of rewarding sometimes inefficient followers with high posi- 
tions continues to be as official policy of the regime. As a result, opposi- 
tion to the regime is becoming more and more polarized. 


In the past such opposition found a natural ally in the only existing 
opposition party. But today there seems to be a genuine search for another 
and more reasonable alternative. The present regime can be easily removed 
if only the opposing forces could sit down and iron out differences. Black, 
white, or yellow; believers or non-believers can meet common ground and rid 
the country of this stagnant regime. 


The people are looking for alternative solutions that will involve persons 
from all walks of life. Solutions that will break away from traditional 
party lines. The only solution now seems to be a party or movement formed 
by the combined forces of all existing parties and other forces with the 
sole aim of building this country. 


Orange Walk Town may see just that if all forces combine to form this new 
peoples movement or party. The coming months will be crucial. People are 
looking out for an alternative. It is up to them to decide and champion it. 


One thing is clear. Any Administration that begins to victimize its own 
sons and daughters is definitely not fit to exist. It must be removed. 


The people must now say ENOUGH: 


CSO: 3298/812 














COUNTRY SECTION 


GENERAL WORKERS UNION VENTS DISPLEASURE WITH GOVERNMENT 


Denunciation of Rights Violations 


Belize City AMANDALA in English 15 Jul 83 pp 3, 10 


[Text } 





The United General Workers Union (UGWU) wishes to denounce 
through this medium the growing violations of the fundamental hu- 
man and trade union rights of workers in Belize. These rights 
have been recognized and codified at international level through 
the Conventions of the International Labour Organization (ILO )and 
outlined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the In- 
ternational Covenant on Political and Civil Rights to which we 
hope the present PUP Government subscribes. These rights, which 
are essential for the existence of free and democratic trade 
unions capable of defending and furthering the interests of the 
workers, were not granted as an act of benevolence. The experi- 
ences of the workers under the leadership of Antonio.Soberanis in 
the 1930's and wnder their trade union organizations in the 1940's 
and 1950's in their struggle against the multinational monopoly 
of the Belize Estate & Produce Co. Ltd. and the British colonial 
government amply testify to the fact that these rights were se - 
cured through the hard and continuous struggle of the workers and 
their trade unions against the often ruthless resistance of enm- 
ployers and the colonial government. 

Some of these trade union rights have been recognized and em- 
bodied in Labour Ordinance No. 15 of 1959. However, this same 
ordinance has provided employers with the means to restrict or 
place obstacles in the exercise of these trade union freedoms 
and rights. Recently, especially since independence,workers have 
been witnessing a deplorable trend towards the increased curtail- 
ment of basic trade union rights and the violations of freedom of 
association by the PUP Government. 

This trend has emerged particularly in relation to the right of 
the worker to join or participate as a member and officer in 
trade union activities. 

Under the present state of the Labour Ordinance the worker does 
not enjoy adequate protection against acts of anti-union discrin- 
ination in respect of their employment, such as dismissal, demo- 
tion, transfers, or other prejudicial measures (termination of 
service). This protection is particularly desirable in the case 
of trade union officials because, in order to be able to perform 
trade union duties in full independence, they must have the 
guarantee that they will not be prejudiced on account of the man- 
date’ which they hold from their trade unions. The effect of this 
lack of protection has been the continued fear of workers to ex- 
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ercise their right to join a trade union and the reluctance of 
capable union members to hold responsible positions of the lead- 
ership in their trade unions. Thus, the UGWU denounces the  re- 
cent termination of the 

William Heusner who were respectively employed as Economist and 
Industry Projects Officer at the Development Finance Corporation 
(DFC), as acts of in Justice and repression against these brothers 
and the UGWU, which represents the workers at this financial in- 
stitution. Both Brothers are officers of the UGWU: Bro. Alonzo 
being Director of Education and Brother Heusner was Chief Shop 
Steward at DFC. The Union understands from reliable sources that 
DiC intends to terminate in similar fashion the services of first 
-ly, the remaining officers of the Union, and lastly, members of 
the Union employed with DFC. It seems that DFC will even ignore 
the recently publicized Labour Code of Conduct that only offers 
guidelines and no guarantees for employers to respect the trade 
union rights of workers. 

Union officers have generally and systematically been the iar 
gets of termination of service. The UCWU has suffered this ex- 
pericnee with multinational firms such as Big Falls Ranch, -lize 
Voats Ltd., Bowen and Bowen, Belize Distributors, Belize Garzents 
‘Nanuticturers, and more recently with the Belize Estate & Produce 

. Ltd, where the Acting President of the Union and other offi- 

ers fave been foremost in redundancy layoffs. 

Employers and the PUP Government have also sought to under 
mine basic trade union rights of workers, especially the right of 
“tpervisory and managerial staff and professionals to be organiz- 
ed in trade unions or in the same unions as other workers, by de- 
fining the scope of managerial staff and the Jike so widely as to 
weaken the trade union organizations by depriving them of a sub 
stantial proportion vf their present or potential membership. The 
DFC Management and BOD have sought to use this device to destroy 
the Union at DFC ever since it was established in Novmeber 1960. 

Violations of trade union rights through acts of anti-union dis 
-crimination have multiplied because workers have either prefer 
red to forget about the matter and migrate to other countries, 
mainly the U.S.A., or they have been reluctant to challenge this 
action in the courts due to lack of time and/or money, and fear 
of being shut out fr-m the limited employment opportunities in 
Belize. 

The UGWU views these acts of an+i-union discrimination by  em- 
ployers and the PUP Government as deliberate efforts to not only 
neutralize and destroy the UGWU but also to debilitate the trade 
union movement in Belize. Recently, in 1961 employers and the 
PUP Government jointly intervened in trade union activities to 
achieve the secession of two groups of workers from UGWU to form 
the Belize Workers Union representing sugar factory workers, and 
the Belize Energy Workers Union representing the electricity work 
-ers. The termination of the ser-ices of two of the Union's of- 
ficers at DFC is an indication tc the Union that the PUP Govern- 
ment has renewed its attack on the Union. 
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The time is long overdue for workers to pur a stop to these vio 
-lations of trade union rights and freedoms. In addition to re- 
questing the Ministry of Labour to investigate both terminations 
and applying for declaration in the Supreme Court on constitution 
-al grounds, the UGWU is inviting all] trade unions and their nen- 
bers and the public in general to support its various forms of 
protest against continued violations of these rights and freedoms, 
In particular, the UGWU is calling on every conscientious Belize- 
ans, and especially the members of the House of Representatives, 
to support us in our demand for 

y the re-instatement of Brothers Alonzo and Heusner 

2) the resignation of the General Manager, Mr. T.Vemon,and 
the Board of Directors of DFC; 

3) a complete reform of the labour laws of Belize. Adequate 
protection should be immediately provided to the worker 
in the exercise of-his right to be a member and officer 
of a registered trade union. 

If the PUP Government fails to act on these demands put forward 
by workers and their unions, then workers must seriously direct 
their energies toward changing the PUP Government and installing 
a political party that will effectively protect and guarantee the 
trade union rights of workers. Workers can accomplish this in 
the upcoming Belize City Council elections this year and the na- 
tional elections scheduled for next year. Workers of Belize, u- 
nite! 
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UNITED GENERAL WORKERS UNION. 


- a paid advertizement - 


Belize City, Belmopan Protests 
Belize City AMANDALA in English 22 Jul 83 pl 


[Text } 





BELIZE CITY, Fri. July 22 

Members of the United General 
Workers Union, considered the 
leftist avant-garde of the la- 
bour movement in Belize, on Wed- 
nesday picketed the Prime Minis- 
ter's office here and the Devel- 
opment Finance Corporation's of- 
fices both in Belize City and 
Belmopan. 

Our sources say there were a- 
bout 15 people involved in Bel- 
ize City and 9 to 12 in Belmopan. 

The picketing of DFC offices 
actually began on Monday, and one 
union official told AMANDALA 


this morning they intend to con- 
tinue and climax at the end of 
the month with a large Belize 
City demonstration in which they 
expect to be joined by other 
trade unions of Belize. 

The UGWU claims that the 
Price government is not abiding 
by International Labour Organiza 
-tion (ILO) laws and resolutions, 
and is allowing employers to 
dismiss workers vn gees ing 
rejec trade on represen-- 
ogee UGWU is demanding a 
reform of the labour laws of 
Belize. 











Union Targets 
Belize City THE REPORTER in English 24 Jul 83 pp 1, 14 


[Text] On Tuesday the union had more than a dozen of its faithful picketing 
the offices of the Development Finance Corporation and on Wednesday, 

National Clinic Day, they picketed the office of the Prime Minister while one 
of them carried a large PUP flag to signal the politicians that they will 
have to face general elections in 1984. 


The Union has also blamed the Bowen Group for the dismissal of its Vice 
President "Toncho" Gonzalez. It charges that the Bowen Group is radically 
anti-union and that the group was quick to pick on the union once it took 
control of the Belize Estate and Produce Company. 


Mr James Murphy, speaking on behalf of BEC, denied this. The new owners 
of Belize Estate had not intervened to make any demand about personnel, he 
said. Mr Gonzelez had worked for the Lloyds Insurance Department, and it 
so happened that Lloyds was the department which had to be retrenched, he 
explained. 


The Development Finance Corporation has not given any reason for the 
dismissal of Alonzo, a Director of the UGWU and Heusner, Chairman of the Cayo 
Branch. 


Union-Employer Estrangement 
Belize City THE REPORTER in English 24 Jul 83 p l 


[Text] Officers and members of the United General Workers Union took to 
the streets of Belize City in peaceful demonstrations this week after 
suffering the second most devastating blow to their organization when 
three of their key officers lost their jobs within a few days of one 
another. 


Two years ago a politics-inspired split in the union led to the break-away 
of the profitable Corozal and Orange Walk Branches, which formed their own 
independent union. This sent the UGWU into a tailspin from which it has 
yet to recover. And last week's dismissal of William Heusner and Oscar 
Alonzo, economists working with the Development Finance Corporation, and 
Antonio Gonzalez, a Vice President of the union working with the Belize 
Estate and Produce Company, are likely to leave the once-mighty GWU 
broken and decrepit. 


Understandably the union is enraged at government duplicity in agreeing 

to measures calculated to break the power of the union and have vowed to 
fight what they describe as ‘rank discrimination' by doing whatever it takes 
to have the situation corrected. 


34 














At a press conference called on Wednesday by the union, UGWU officers put 

the blame on the government. The government does not want to recognize the 
rights of the worker because it seeks to attract new investments from anti- 
union investors, it charged. But UGWU leaders stiil refused to acknowledge 
that its own sharp turn to the left in the late 70's and its mad drive to have 


all its key men trained in Warsaw Pact countries may have something to do with 
the growing estrangement between itself and employers. 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


PRICE HIT FOR 'VICTIMIZING' EMPLOYEES, INTELLECTUALS 


Call for Action by Intellectuals 


Belize City AMANDALA in English 15 Jul 83 p 2 


{Editorial ] 


[Text ] 


It is become fashionable over the past few years for our Belize= 
an intellectuals who have good reasOn to deplore the PUP govern- 
ment's corruption and incompetence to sit on the fence and throw 
stones at the official opposition United Democratic Party. 

One has to wonder whether the success of groups (including in- 
tellectuals), unattached as such to the UDP, in fighting off the 
Heads of Agreement in 1961 has encouraged our Belizean inlellec- 
tuals to believe they can be effective outside of the machinery of 
the opposition. 

If this is so, then they are naive. 1961 was.an off election 
year, and such years are usually notable for the relative success 
of unofficial opposition groups. But 1983 and 1964 are election 
years, and if there is one yardstick by which Prime Minister Price 
measures his successes it is by the yardstick of elections. 

Constitution and history (the study of which our intellectuals 
should be eminently capable) will declare in no uncertain terms 
that Belize in election years is a two party system. In other 
words, you either work for what you believe in inside the govern- 
ing party or you do it within the opposition party. 

There are no honest or patriotic intellectuals who can believe 
any longer that the PUP is honest or patriotic. In fact, the PUP 
is not even united. Politically, the honest and patriotic intel - 
lectual should have no choice but to work within and for the suc- 
cess of the United Democratic Party. 

Instead, as we have said before, these intellectuals are sitting 
on the fashionable fence. They have been cleverly neutralized by 
the sophistry of the PUP left. The honest and patriotic intellec- 
tuals believe they would be less than good intellectuals if they 
worked for the UDP. 

But there is more to it than that. It seems that in developing 
our minds, some of our intellectuals have neglected their bodies. 
In other words, some of us can be physically and publicly intimi- 
dated, and so we come to the fear factor. 

Now there is no one more experienced or skilful in putting fear 
into people than Deputy Prime Minister Rogers. The man realizes 
that honest and patriotic intellectuals can not be fought on the 
battlefield of logic and reason, Our good Minister Rogers, there- 
fore, does not play softball. He plays hardball, what he himself 
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describes as "gutter politics”. And he eats intellectuals alive. 
He scares them to death. Bimbo is the bagman who recruits skid 
row denizens who will publicly harass and humiliate the intellec- 
tual who dares to challenge the government. For ten or twenty dol 
-lars, the whores, faggots, drunks, and junkies of Belize's skid 
row will do almost anything. 

Now you will say can not the UDP do the same thing. There is 
the matter of good taste, apparently, with which the opposition 
has been fighting elections. So the UDP does not descend to these 
levels. In the process, their intellectuals are intimidated and 
neutralized. 

And Bimbo will even tell you, cynically of course, that he is 
providing employment for the bums when he employs them to throw 
filth on an opposition verandah, just for instance. 

Come off the fence, good Belizean intellectuals. Your country 
needs you to be involved. Do not expect this new revolution to 
be a tea party: no revolution ever is. There are only two choices 
for you: PUP or UDP. The choice is not a difficult one, if you 
are not intimidated, that is. 


Interference with DFC 
Orange Walk Town PUEBLO in English 16 Jul 83 pl 


[Text] It seems that the George Price government is hellbent in victimizing 
the nation's intelligentsia. Since Price cannot rival his employees quali- 
ficationwise who fall in his Fimance portfolio, i.e., the economists, he 
seems intent in victimizing them. 


The first economist who felt the weight of Price's power was economist Brian 
Card. He was arbitrarily suspended from work and his salary was arbitrarily 
reduced by half. The next economist who became a victim of the Price regime 
was Oscar Alonzo of the Development Finance Corporation. 


It would seem that Mr Price is in to victimize D.F.C. employees. Another 
D.F.C. employee who was given the boot is Billy Huesner who is now forced 
to join the army of the unemployed. There is talk in Belmopan that Carrol 
Cabral and Celso Pot, also of the D.F.C. will be fired soon. 


There are reports from Belmopan which indicate that the police are guarding 
the D.F.C. Obviously, violence is expected because of Price's victimization 
policies. It is even suspected that a D.F.C. high boss goes around armed. 
Well, they know they are fooling with people's bread. 


Word has reached us that a Union president, Antonio Gonzalez, and Steve 
Mahler, both active members and supporters of the Democratic Direction of 
the PUP, have been given notice that in less than 30 days they will become 
members of the army of the unemployed. Such is how the "democratic process" 
works under Price. 


Mr Price is definitely contradicting the ideals of the "national prayer" 


which calls for the "major aprovechamiento de nuestros conocimientos" 
(useful knowledge). Our Belizean intellectuals definitely want to make 
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good use of their knowledge to serve Belizeans. Mr Price chooses to make 
them victims of conscience instead. By so doing Price is playing with a 
political boomerang and increasing opposition to his policies and regime. 
It is only he who stands to iose for the people are awakening daily. 


CSO: 3298/812 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS DOUBT VALUE OF UK MILITARY SUPPORT 


Belize City AMANDALA in English 15 Jul 83 p 12 


[Text ] 


June 17 last, a motion was presented to the House of Representa- 
tives by the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr. 
George Price, for the "Ratification of the Agreement Concerning 
the Continuing Presence in Belize of United Kingdom Armed Forces." 
The motion was passed with the PUP and the UDP manifesting satis - 
faction at both the motion and the passage. The Christian Democra 
-tic section of the Opposition voted for the motion. However ’ 
there are some serious issues about the motion of which the Chris- 
tian Democratic Party feels all Belizeans ought to be aware . 

All Belizeans remember that before and shortly after Indepen- 
dence the Relizean Government repeatedly stated that the British 
Army would remain in Belize for an appropriate period of time and 
as long as necessary. The British, for their part, were also re- 
peatedly stating that they would make no defence commitment with 
an ex-colony. At first glance the two statements seem contradic- 
tory. But in fact they are not, and the British easily dealt with 
them. They did not withdraw their forces, thus allowing the Gov - 
ernment of Belize to claim it had a defence guarantee, but without 
themselves making any commitment whatsoever to defend Belize, just 
as they repeatedly stated. Passing the motion in the House of Re- 
presentatives for the continued presence of the British forces in 
Belize, therefore, is a deceitful exercise concocted to lull Bel - 
izeans into a sense of security while they remain vulnerable and 
defenceless. Furthermore, when in the House of Representatives 
Dr. Aranda submitted to the Prime Minister the question about what 
indications there were that the British would honour the ratifica- 
tion by the House the Prime Minister refused to answer. 

Obviously, the single most significant factor in the security of 
Belize is the possibility of hostilities resulting from the unsolv 
-ed Guatemalan claim. It is, therefore, very important for Belize 
to continue negotiations for a peaceful and acceptable solution . 
However, again when Dr. Aranda submitted the question to the Prime 
Minister what steps the Government of Belize has taken toward the 
solution of the problem the Prime Minister refused to answer the 
question and claimed that it was secret. 

The Prime Minister's refusal to answer questions concerning the 
security of the country is intolerable in view of some other seri- 
ous issues. The Guatemalans are saying that they no longer claim 
the whole of Belize but only a portion of it, namely Toledo, and 
the Prime Minister of Belize naively has reported it internation- 
ally thus portraying the Guatemalans as reasonable for scaling 
down thoir demand. The British and Americans have been urging the 
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Government of Belize to give up something. The House of Repre - 
sentatives just passed a motion requesting the British forces to 
remain in Belize. 

If the Guatemalans become belligerently adamant about Toledo or 
a portion of it, the British would definitely pressure the Govern- 
ment of Belize into an adjustment of borders for a reoognition from 
Guatemala of an independent Belize. In plain language, the 
British will tell the Government of Belize to give up land or else 
they will withdraw their troops and leave it clear to all that 
there is absolutely no defence. At that point Belizeans would re- 
alize how unfortunate it is to depend totally, completely and ab 
solutely upon Britain when she has repeatedly stated to have total 
-ly, completely and absolutely no obligation to defend Belize. Fur 
-thermore, the Prime Minister would not come to the people for a 
plebiscite under those circumstances but would take the issue to 
the House of Representatives where he is certain that his minis - 
ters would approve the border adjustment. 

What the Christian Democratic Party urges, therefore, is that 
the Government of Belize continue negotiations for a peaceful and 
acceptable solution to the Guatemalan claim. To that effect the 
Christian Democratic Party calls upon every organized body in Bel- 
ize, such as the Press, Public Officers Union, Chamber of Commerce, 
Teachers, police and churches to make themselves . felt nationally 
and internationally that the sovereignty and borders of Belize are 
aot for negotiation, adjustment, or cession under any euphemism. 


- A Christ - (Signed) Solomon Lewis 
— a So anne Secretary General 


[Editor's Note: The above Christian Democratic Party release, signed 
by Lewis, also appeared in the Belize City weekly THE BEACON of 
23 July 1983, page 4] 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


PRICE CRITICIZED FOR EVADING OPPOSITION QUESTIONS 


Belize City THE BEACON in English 16 Jul 83 p 2 


[Editorial] 


[Text } 


THE Prime Minister ts the Head of Government. Thts 
posttion gives him much status and frightening pow- 
ers. It also places on his shoulders a corresponding 
responsibility. There can be no right without a corr- 
esponding duty. Each coin has two stdes. This is 
life. This ts the way the Creator ordained it. Mr. 
Price, the Prime Minister, practising Christian 
should have no difficulty understanding this very 
baste principle, this honest fact of Itfe. 

However, when confronted with this sttuatiton in 
the House of Representatives. two weeks ago, he acted 
more like a janttor than a prime minister. 

H2 should understand that tf he wishes personal 
respect, tf he wishes respect for the posttton, he 
should gtve respect: in hts person and tn his post. 

The Leader of the Opposition asked hima fair and 
honest questton. There had been charges by ministers 
of his government of corruptton and counter-charges 
of communism by mintsters of his govermment. The 
question was: would the Prime Mintster make -tnqutr- 
tes into these sertous allegations and either sub- 
stanttate or exonerate? 

The P.M's dodge was, unbelievably, that he knew how 
to run a government! 

He apparently belteves that this ts clever polt- 
tics, that he got away. 

Not true. The questton remains unanswered, and the 
accusations remain indeltbly imprinted in the public 
mind. 
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He apparently believes in rmghts without respon- 
stbiltttes - let the people be damned. : 

Well, the people will not be damned. They pay the 
Prime Minister's salary, he ts their servant, not 
thetr master and he ts accountable to them. He will 
soon Learn that the Beltze people have had enough of 
this kind of games. 

He will learn that they will answer the question 
whether they believe the mintstertal charges of 
corruption and communism tn government. 

It ts only a matter of tume. 
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ELECTRICITY SITUATION WORSENS, BRINGS BLASTS AT GOVERNMENT 

Criticisism of Government Position 
Belize City THE BEACON in English 23 Jul 83 p 2 
[Editorial] 


[Text] The electricity problem reached such an alarming and problematic 
proportion and public indignation reached such a high pitch that the govern- 
ment decided to go to TV to try to explain to soothe public wrath. 


And let there be no doubt about it, all citizens UDP, PUP and no P at all 
are equally up in arms. They have every right to be because the suffering 
has been great. 


Government did not use a minister to bear the brunt of the onslaught. They 
did it through the chairman of the Belize Electricity Board. Well, he had 

the right to do so. "Fools rush in where angels fear to tread." Everyone 

has the right to be the "fall guy" if that is his wish. 





But there is something very basic about the whole TV presentation. The 
government has stated that the use of television is illegal. Yet they 
have used the very illegal means to broadcast their message. Are we to 
understand that it is illegal for others but not for government? 


This is the very type of double standard with which the people have been 
disgusted. The people are fed up with hypocrisy. 


Government may continue this dishonest collision course on which they are bent. 


They do so at their own peril. 
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Government's Responsibilities 
Belize City THE BEACON in English 23 Jul 83 p 2 
{Editorial } 


[Text] There is a general belief that the various Boards, Electricity, 
Water, Marketing etc are autonomous and free from government control. The 
opposite is the truth. Government controls everyone of them. We challenge 
board members to prove differently. 


The sad truth is that every single one of them is on the verge of bankruptcy. 
The reason for this is government control. No government is equipped to run 

a business efficiently. The dismal failures of the various Boards provide the 
glaring proof of this fact. 


To staff them fully with businessmen and women will not solve the problem. 
The problem is to be found in the facts that 1) all their resources are 
controlled by government and 2) their policies are determined by government. 
Viewed objectively, they are in fact government departments. And therein 
lies the rub. 


Their problems can be solved without difficulty. Place them genuinely in 
the hands of private enterprise. The results would be salutory. 


fhe success of handing over of the ice factory to private enterprise is the 
living proof. 


The welfare state will not succeed in business. 
Unkept BEB Promises 
Belize City THE BEACON in English 23 Jul 83 pp 1, 12 


[Text] Belize City--According to conventional wisdom, the Chairman of the 
Belize Electricity Board should have been prepared to tell the consumer 
public the truth, when he appeared on television recently to explain the 
reasons for the load shedding and black-outs that have been plaguing the 
city for the past two months. 


Belize City citizens have seen nothing of the promised improvement over 

the past two weeks. In fact, the situation has become so bad that the Board 
has been forced to discard its published weekly schedule of orderly load 
shedding and public businesses and homes no longer have any idea when power 
will be cut or in what area the load shedding will take place. 


All of which means that the promise that the situation will be completely 
corrected within the next 4 to 6 weeks (the General Manager said 6 to 8 weeks 
two weeks ago) will have to be drastically revised. 























Speculation in reliable quarters suggest that the situation will continue to 
worsen in the immediate future and that it could take up to as much as three 
to four months before the supply of electricity in the country's largest 
city can be normalized. 


The Chairman, by fronting for the Minister of Energy, will take a load of the 
public criticism that is bound to increase as the black-outs escalate through- 
Out the city. He has already suffered the added humiliation of being labelled 
a liar. 


BEB Layoffs 
Belize City AMANDALA in English 22 Jul 83 p 7 


[Text] Belize City, Mon, Jul 18--Reliable reports reaching us indicate that 
close to a hundred employees of the Belize Electricity Board will be laid off 
in the very near future. Reason given is that the Board is broke and has to 
curtail on its expenses. The new board believes that the BEB is overstaffed 
and can do without about a hundred people. 


The order to lay off the people came from Belmopan. Cabinet acted on the 
recommendations of the new board and agreed that they can't be blamed 

because they have to carry out the orders of the new board. Whosoever 

wants to believe that Cabinet will take orders from the new board can believe 
that but we all know this is not so. What the public would like to know is 
whether the layoff of so many people will improve or make worse the services 
rendered by the board. 


CSO: 3298/810 
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BELIZE 


RIVERSDALE DRUG BUST REVEALS HEAVY CALIBRE ARMS CACHE 


Belize City THE REPORTER in English 17 Jul 83 pl 


{Text ] 


CSO: 


A COMBINED POLICE AND 
BDF FORCE IN A RAID ON 
Riversdale last Wednesday 
seized nine sub-machine guns 
along with 13,000 pounds of 
compressed marijuana leaves 
and four ga~bage compactors. 

They also seized sufficient 
arms and ammunition to cause 
Belmopan io break out in a 
cold sweat, They found 
aviation fuel, radio 
communication sets and a motor 
cycle. 

The raiding party arrived 
unexpectedly at Riversdale 
ang headed for a particular 
housé where it‘ found the 
marijuana, the compactors, the 
sub-machine guns and the 


ammunition. 
Police have 


Dangriga 
arrested three persons: 29 


year old John Zabaneh of No. 
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$3 Magoon Street in Dangriga 
and 18 year old Mario Cruz, 
both Belizeans. They have also 
arrested 17 year old Marvin 
Velasquez, 8 native of 
Honduras. 

The Wednesday raid in the 
Banana Belt is not the biggest 
on record, »dut it is the first 
time law enforcement 
authorities have encountered 
heavy-calibre guns. It is not 
known whether the arms were 
intended for Belize, or 
whether it is part of an 
on-going trade with Seivadoran 
rebels. 

Intelligence gatherers in 
Belize have been speculating 
for some time that smuggling 
planes which come* to Belize 
to pick up marijuana may be 
bringing in arms which are 
then sold to erillas from 
Guatemala and E] Salvador. 








COUNTRY SECTION 


SUGAR INDUSTRY PROBLEMS PERSIST, BUT RECORD CROP REPORTED 


Belize City THE BEACON in English 16 Jul 83 p 3 


[Text ] 


THE troubled sugar in- 


dustry in the north has 
reported a record produc- 
tion of 69,024 tons of 
Sugar at the Tower Hill 
Factory in Orange Walk, 
surpassing the previous 
record of 63,170 produced 
in 1978. All this despite 
the fact that the heavy 
June rains which caused 
the premature’ closing 
(June 18) of the grinding 
season in Orange Walk. 

Meanwhile, the Libertad 
Factory in Corozal is ex- 
pected to continue grind- 
ing up to the end of next 
week. The June, 1983 re- 
port issued by the Belize 
Sugar Board that the su- 
perior soil in the Coro- 
zal District has allowed 
for the extended reaping 
of cane in this area, 
which could produce as 
much as 45,000 additional 
tons of sugar. 

During the last month 
Belize exported 52,587 
tons of sugar with 42.4% 
going to Canada, 252% to 
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the U.S.A., 20.4% to Eng- 
land and 12.4% to France. 
This amount brought the 
total export of sugar to 
1,078,712 tons. 

There is also continued 
concern over protection 
of the cane fields from 
smut disease; and the 
Sugar Board has reported 
loans to farmers. totall- 
ing almost $1 million for 
Smut Rehabilitation. The 
loans were obtained from 
the Colonial Development 
Corporation. 

The report has also pro- 


vided an update on the 
crisis which has been 
plaguing the industry 
since early this year. 
The Belize Sugar Indus- 
tries, owners of the two 
factories and with mono- 
poly control of grinding 
and sugar production is 
threatening to close down 
operations, until it can 
obtain a substantial loan 
to overcome its economic 
difficulties. The board's 
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report had this to say a- 
bout efforts to solve the 
problem: 

"Two meetings were held 
by the Special Committee 
appointed by Cabinet to 
Study the proposals made 


by B.S.I. on the future 
ownership of the Sugar 
Company. Members of the 


Special Committee compris- 
ed of sugar experts from 
Hawaii appointed by the 
United Nations, special- 
ised personnel from the 
Commonwealth Secretariat 
in London, Economists and 
Accountants from the Min- 
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istry of Finance and the 
Development Finance Cor- 
poration, and Sugar Con- 
sultants from Baton Rouge, 
representing the Belize 
Cane Farmers Association. 
Reports received so far 
indicate that the Commit- 
tee's findings and recom- 
mendations should be 
ready by the first week 
in September, the dead- 
line set by B.S.I. for a 
final decision to be made 
regarding the future of 
the company." — 











COUNTRY SECTION BELIZE 


BRIEFS 


ONE-TERM HOUSE SPEAKER--Belize City, Thurs July 21--House Speaker Charles B. 
Hyde, third Speaker of the House of Representatives since the self-government 
constitution of 1961, will serve only one term of office, that is, 1979-84. 
Whether the PUP win the general elections or not next year, there will be a 
new Speaker of the House. Our sources say Mr Hyde has not been partisan 
enough to suit the Prime Minister and worse, his eldest son happens to be 
Evan X. Hyde, who helped to elect the present government but has been an 
outspoken critic of the Price administration since the Heads of Agreement 

in March 1981. [Text] [Belize City AMANDALA in English 22 Jul 83 p 1] 


CARICOM ENERGY TEAM--Mr Frank Granger, Head of the Energy Unit of the CARICOM 
Secretariat visited Belize this week along with a team of energy experts. 

The team held discussions with officials of the Ministry of Energy and 
Communications and the Belize Electricity Board. While in Belize, the 
CARICOM experts will be carrying out investigations aimed at identifying 
energy conservation schemes which could be implemented in the private and 
public sectors. [Text] [Belize City THE BEACON in English 9 Jul 83 p 11] 


TRADE WITH MARTINIQUE--On Monday, June 27th, a delegation of businessmen 
returned from Martinique, the French Overseas Department, after a successful 
mission to foster and develop trade in the Caribbean. The Belize Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry and the Martinique Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
signed a Chamber twinning agreement; this establishment was the result of 
approximately two years of planning and negotiating. Martinique is a hub 

in the Eastern Caribbean with a very attractive market place. Under the 
trade benefits of the Lome agreement Belize can penetrate the European 
market tapping into the technology transfers through Martinique, utilizing 
her also as a vehicle for future potential trade with the Caricom countries. 
Specific areas covered were the beef and livestock industry, grains, citrus, 
timber, fish and aqua culture, also training, joint venture and transporta- 
ion development. [Text] [Belize City BELIZE SUNDAY TIMES in English 

16 Jul 83 p 3] 


NEW CURRENCY NOTES--New currency notes of Belize are now in circulation. 
This was announced last week by the Central Bank of Belize. These notes 
will in time replace the notes issued by the Monetary Authority of Belize. 
The design of the new notes remains the same as the Monetary Authority 
notes except for minor changes. In the new notes, the words Monetary 











Authority are replaced by Central Bank of Belize and the design of the 
Belize Coat of Arms is updated. The signatories are Governor, Financial 
Secretary and Director, instead of Chairman, Managing Director and Director. 
Also, the color scheme of the ten dollar note has been changed so as to 
avoid any confusion with the twenty dollar note. 


AGRICULTURAL CENSUS AND MARIJUANA--Belmopan's Ministry of Natural Resources 
announced this week that it will be conducting a country-wide agricultural 
census later this year which will involve visiting every fair in the country. 
[ts purpose is to collect basic information about farming activities--crops, 
livestock and labour force. An Agricultural Census Committee has been formed 
to co-ordinate the work. "The Committee makes it clear that the data 
collected will be completely confidential and used only for purposes of 
"agricultural statistics," a Ministry release declared. In an oblique 
reference to the profitable marijuana trade the release states: "The 

Survey has no connection with tax collection whatsoever and is not concerned 
with any illegal crops." Explaining the need for the survey and the 
information which it seeks to obtain, a Ministry spokesman said: '"Agricul- 
tural planning in Belize has been hampered by the lack of accurate data on 
the farming situation in the country. Now more than ever, with falling 
Sugar revenues and an agricultural sector that is on the verge of breaking 
into new export markets, it is essential that better agricultral statistics 
be collected." [Text] [Belize City THE REPORTER in English 24 Jul 83 p 9] 


CSO: 3298/813 


~ 
— 
y, 











COUNTRY SECTION BOLIVIA 


MNRU RETURNS TO LEADERSHIP OF PAZ ESTENSSORO 
Cochabamba LOS TIEMPOS in Spanish 14 July 83 p 6 


[Text] The Nationalist Revolutionary Movement, led by former president 
of the republic Victor Paz Estenssoro, has criticized the incoherent 
and, according to the movement, divisive policy undertaken to date by 
the UDP [Democratic and Popular Unity] government. 


The unity document signed just hours ago by the second in command of the 
MNRH, Angel Gomez Garcia, and its executive secretary, Raul Perez Alcala, 
and the MNRU [National Revolutionary Movement--United Faction] represen- 
tative, Raul Lema Patino, uniting the MNRU and the MNRH headed by Paz 
Estenssoro, warns of the "enormous threat hanging over Bolivia, which 

is wallowing in chaos, poverty and disintegration." It also cites the 
present administration, which has left the country without guidance or 
leadership, squandering the people's power in a democracy with neither 
law nor goals, in which there is no sign of any solution favorable to 

the country. 


The MNR document points out that "we are on the brink of collapse and of 

a totally uncontrolled economy; a devastating inflation rate, speculation 
and rising prices have pulverized the purchasing power of wages, and the 
fiscal deficit is the highest in our history. The foreign debt has not 
been renegotiated, and the government, marked by a contradictory duplicity, 
seems to have two faces for everything: one which it turns toward the 
International Monetary Fund and the agreement being negotiated behind the 
backs of the workers, and another for the COB [Bolivian Labor Federation], 
with offers of participation in government, in a false attitude which 
appears to be anti-Fund." 


Dr Victor Paz Estenssoro's party, after mentioning the failure to make 
payments on our debt and the loss of international confidence in our 
country, emphasizes that the narcotics traffic is growing in the shadow 
of new structures of corruption and immorality, which are publicly 
denounced. 


Concerning the labor movements, the MNRH states: "We live in a state of 
permanent strike, and we are unable to establish minimum conditions of 
social, political anc financial stability. The plans, projects and 
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international credits which, according to the UDP, were all prepared and 
ready to be carried out last 10 October turned out to be nonexistent and 
today are only evidence of a political fraud. 


In view of this situation, which is so serious and fraught with danger, 

we are fully and historically certain that the time has come to take the 
road of national revolution under the leadership of Victor Paz EStenssoro, 
with national goals in keeping with our actual situation." 


In its most basic sections it points out the unification document signed 
a few hours ago by the MNRH and the MNRU under Guillermo Bedregal, former 
foreign minister during the brief administration of Col Alberto Natusch 
Busch. 


Speech 


On signing the agreement reuniting the MNR factions, the vice chief of 

the MNRU, Raul Lema Patino, after describing as historical the coming 
together again of the movement's factions, pointed out that the revitalized 
MNR proposes social and economic change and the improvement of the 

living and working conditions of the national majorities; to achieve 

these goals the MNRU decided to dissolve itself and to rejoin, with the 
vigor of its cadres, with faith, loyalty, comradeship and a renewed 

spirit of struggle, the party founded on 7 June 1942. 


Something which caught the attention of those attending the MNR's 
reunification meeting and drew applause from the members of the movement 
was the unexpected presence of leader and parliamentarian Samuel Gallardo 
Lozada, a member and leader of the legitimist sector of the MNRI 
[National Revolutionary Movement of the Left]. 


8735 
CSO: 3348/564 
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COUNTRY SECTION BOLIVIA 


BRIEFS 


PRA-MNR REUNIFICATION--The Authentic Revolutionary Party, led by former 
president Walter Guevara Arze, might soon rejoin, definitively, the 

ranks of the MNR [Nationalist Revolutionary Party], "for the good of 

the unification movement and the salvation of the democratic system." 
According to leaders of that party, that willingness was already expressed 
by Dr Guevara Arze on the program, "Political Culture," which aired some 
time ago on the state television channel. On that occasion, Guevara 
Arze said he was willing to dissolve his party and give up its symbols 
to rejoin "the movement's mainstream, whose roots go back to the 1940's. 
We asked today for the opinion, with regard to that possibility, of PRA's 
[Authentic Revolutionary Party] executive secretary, Walter Robles, who 
said that his party believes that reunification of the MNR would, in 

large measure, mean the salvation of the present democratic system, "since 
the current form of government is destroying democracy." Robles said that 
"at this time the country needs a strong and responsible political 
instrument." The MNR could be the choice of the moment for this, he 
emphasized. He said that he and other political leaders know how the 
people have suffered to regain democracy. It is for that reason, he said, 
that an instrument capable of saving the system must be created. [Text] 
[La Paz ULTIMA HORA in Spanish 14 July 83 p 5] 8735 


MIR STATUS--"The MIR [Movement of the Revolutionary Left] has been, is and 
will continue to be part of the UDP [Democratic and Popular Unity], because 
it is the founder of the front," said Information Minister Mario Rueda, 

to clear up rumors that that party was to be excluded from the government. 
Mario Rueda maintained that the rather erroneous interpretation of his 
statements are mistaken, "because the MIR, as everyone knows, is the 
founder of the UDP and will continue to be part of it. The statement 
alluded simply to those UDP parties that are in the government, and this 

is not the case with MIR, which is not in the government." Explaining 

the composition of the front, Mario Rueda emphasized that the parties 
within the government are the MNRI [Nationalist Revolutionary Movement of 
the Left], the PCB [Bolivian Communist Party] and the Christian Democracy 
party, which is allied with the UDP; therefore interpretations referring 

to the exclusion of the MIR are arbitrary. As for the MIR's publishing a 
document expressing its protest against its supposed exclusion, he said 
that "I do not believe there is any room for that kind of an interpretation, 
because there are some parties which are participating in the government 
and others which are not.” [Text] [La Paz EL DIARIO in Spanish 15 Jul 83 

p 3} 8735 


CSO: 3348/564 
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COUNTRY SECTION BRAZIL 


IRAN MAIN FOREIGN PURCHASER OF DOMESTIC STEEL 
Rio de Janeiro O GLOBO in Portuguese 15 Jul 83 p 16 


[Text] This year, Iran will be the main buyer of steel from the National 
Iron and Steel Company (CSN) on the foreign market. Brazil has signed an 
agreement, through INTERBRAS [Petrobras International Trade, Inc.], for the 
sale of 600,000 tons of steel to Iran (receiving oil in payment), of which 
that enterprise will supply 360,000 tons. This information was provided by 
the president of the CSN, Benjamim Batista. 


Iran is a heavy importer of steel--about 4 million tons per year--but has 
encountered problems in accepting goods for lack of a port at which to unload 
them. Because of the war with Iraq, only one Iranian port on the Persian 
Gul£ is regarded as absolutely safe. Even so, this port gives priority to 
“"“e docking of vessels carrying food supplies. There are 300 ships waiting 
to unload, including a vessel flying the Greek flag carrying the first lot of 
steel sold to Iran by the CSN (it was loaded in February). Apart from the 
Persian Gulf port, Iran is also obtaining goods which are unloaded in Turkey 
and transported to Tehran by land over a distance of 2,000 kilometers. Iran 
is exporting about 60,000 barrels of oil per day to Brazil. 


Apart from the sale to Iran, the CSN is exporting the following quantities 
this year: 200,000 tons of steel to the United States, despite all of the 
tariff barriers created by the United States to protect its industry; 80,000 
tons to South Korea, which uses Brazilian steel to make pipe for resale to 
the Americans; 30,000 tons to Turkey; 20,000 tons to Japan (which has the 
most advanced metallurgy in the world today); and several thousand tons to 
Formosa. 


Escape Valve 


Exports have made it possible for the CSN and the main metallurgical estab- 
lishments [words missing from text of original here] millions of tons in 
1983, although the capacity is 4 million. But the fact is the enterprise 
needs to complete further work on its expansion plan, or otherwise the 
country will not be in a positicn to produce the 4 million tons. For 
example, the railroad yard is quite crowded. 


The CSN has already completed 95 percent of the civil engineering work and 
90 percent of the investments for its expansion plan, but minor projects 
which are important for the functioning of the plant at full capacity are 
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lacking. The president of the CSN has compared this situation to a shoe 
without its laces. Benjamim Batista hopes that the expansion plan can be 
completed within 6 months, if nothing unforeseen occurs. 


Brazilian steel production should be nearing the 13.5 million-ton level, with 
a capacity of 16.5 million tons. If it were not for the foreign market, this 
volume would not be reached, since the domestic market has an annual consump- 
tion today equivalent to that in 1974, i.e., between 7 and 8 million tons. 
The situation is worse in the developed countries. For example, the United 
States has a 140 million-ton capacity and is expected to produce 80 million 
tons this year. England, which has already succeeded in producing 30 million 
tons, now has a production volume of 13 million, less than that of Brazil. 


Even with exports, the CSN and the other state metallurgical establishments 
are unlikely to get out of the red in 1983. The CSN is functioning with 

49 percent of its own capital and 51 percent loans. According to Benjamim 
Batista, the CSN is working today to feed the banks, and the solution which 
would resolve this situation would be an increase by the government in the 
capital of the three state metallurgical enterprises, and a change in the 
domestic steel price adjustment policy. 


'The steel delivered to Brazilian automotive plants is 30 percent cheaper 
than that in the United States. The price of our steel is 10 percent below 
what it costs in Japan, which has the most efficient and modern metallurgical 
industry in the world." 


(he ratio of loans to company capital is a problem not only for the CSN, but 
for the COSIPA [Sao Paulo Iron and Steel Company] and the USIMINAS [Minas 
Gerais Iron and Steel Mills, Inc.] as well. The latter, which has adopted 
the Japanese method, has capital representing only 25 percent as compared to 
75 percent loans (in Japan, this ratio causes no problem because the banks 
ire the owners of the metallurgical plants). 
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COUNTRY SECTION CHILE 


BRIEFS 


APRIL-JUNE UNEMPLOYMENT FIGURES--Unemployment in Greater Santiago for the 
April-June 1983 moving average fell 0.1 percent compared to the same March- 
May quarter average, according to yesterday's announcement by the National 
Employment Survey which is produced by the INE [National Institute of 
Statistics]. This survey showed that while lay-offs as such fell from 16.1 
to 15.6 percent (-5 percent), persons seeking work for the first time rose 
from 3.3 to 3.9 percent. It could also be seen from the statistics submitted 
by the INE that the total percentages of unemployed, lay-offs and persons 
seeking work for the first time are similar to those of the same period for 
last year. In this moving quarter, last year the total was 19.1 percent 
(currently 19.5 percent). Total lay-offs last year were 15.8 percent 
(currently 15.6 percent), and seeking work for the first time, last year 
3.3 percent (currently 3.9 percent). Hector Kappes, director of Labor 
Statistics of the INE, noted also that the total population has grown by 
0.2 percent in the period, while the work force has increased by 1 percent. 
Parallel to the drop of 0.1 percent in Greater Santiago, the figures sub- 
mitted yesterday by the INE indicated that between April and May the number 
of PEM beneficiaries reached 396,277 persons, that is, 3.99 percent more than 
the previous month, in which only a little over 380,500 persons were 
enrolled. In the metropolitan area the May PEM figure reached 92,937 
people, almost 2,500 more than in the month of April, where the figure was 
only 89,440. Analogously, the statistics of the INE reveal that the number 
of beneficiaries of the Program of Employment for Heads of Households also 
continues to increase sharply, almost tripling last year's October figure 
when the program began. In October 1982, the POJH started out in the coun- 
try with 54,187 beneficiaries. Currently this number reaches 132,449. In 
the metropolitan area the number has sextupled. In October it reached 
15,615 beneficiaries. Today it reaches 96,252 people. [Text] [Santiago 
TERCERA DE LA HORA in Spanish 8 Jul 83 p 8] 12372 


PUBLIC WORKS INVESTMENTS--Four hundred and forty works--that is, two each 
day--were completed across the country during the first half of the current 
year, according to the Directorate of Planning of the Ministry of Public 
Works. The effective investment with funds from the sector rose to 7.924 
million pesos, a figure which was 86 million more than the program origi- 
nally designed for the period, the directorate added. "To the foregoing," 
it was noted, "it is necessary to add the investment required to carry out 
public works financed with regional development funds, social funds and 
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contributions which meant, among other activities, the completion of approxi- 
mately 440 works across the country, that is, the delivery to the community 
of two projects daily." For the current year, the Ministry of Public Works 
has at its disposal 617.17 million pesos for investment, originating in 

funds from the sector. [Text] [Santiago TERCERA DE LA HORA in Spanish 

8 Jul 83 p 8] 12372 


CSO: 3348/5611 
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COUNTRY SECTION COLOMBIA 


IMPROVEMENT IN INDUSTRIAL, COMMERCIAL SECTORS FORESEEN 
Bogota EL TIEMPO in Spanish 11 Jul 83 p 2=-D 


[Text] The economic activity of the country in two of its most important sec- 
tors--the industrial and commercial sectors--could improve substantially in 
the coming months, according to businessmen. 


For several years, FEDESARROLLO [Federation for Development] has made a Busi- 
ness Opinion Survey. As its name indicates, it reflects the opinions of in- 
dustrialists and businessmen concerning the main variables of their productive 
activity. 


The survey has become a basic source of information on the behavior of the 
sectors, not only because of the timeliness with which its results are publi- 
cized but because it contains a number of "advance" indicators, so called be- 
cause they reflect the businessmen's expectatims for the immediate future in 
their activity which generally point to the real behavior of production. 


Two of the most important indicators in the survey are "the business climate" 
that includes its main variables and the "economic situation" that reflects 
the businessmen's perceptions of the ecmomic situation. The results of the 
survey are presented as a balance of the respmses of the different business- 
men consulted (see graph). 


In the last survey, the behavior of the two indicators mentioned showed a 
major change in the trend that had existed for several months. In the case 
of industry as well as trade, the survey showed a noticeable change in the 
expectations of the businessmen. They felt the business climate and ecmomic 
Situation would improve considerably. This change in expectations can be a 
vood signal for the economy if the new attitude toward the behavior of pro- 
duction is reflected in larger investments that would mean a major change in 
production and sales in the coming mmths. In spite of the fact that the 
results @m the chart are preliminary, the change in the trend is good news 
for the country. 
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'. INDICADORES DE LA ACTIVIDAD INDUSTRIAL 
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COUNTRY SECTION COLOMBIA 


AGRICULTURE MINISTER OUTLINES AGRICULTURAL REFORM MEASURES 
Hogota EL ESPECTADOR in Spanish 11 Jul 83 p 7-A 


{Text} Minister of Agriculture and Livestock Roberto Junguito Bonnet an- 
nounced that the government will present for the cmsideration of Congress a 
policy for the complete restructuring of that ministry in order to efficiently 
carry Out the programs planned by the present administration and insure the 
agricultural and livestock sector the necessary instruments for its development. 


Junguito was responding to criticisms by participants in the forum "Encounters 


with Colombia" which was held in Cali with political and economic leaders. 
otatements 


Minister Junguito explained that the agricultural-livestock sector has differ- 
ent problems in obtaining the benefits it needs within the national ecmony 
through the required administrative procedures and systems of operation of 
some institutes and entities of the agrarian sector. The announcement con- 
templates true decentralization of the different organisms, mainly so that 

the regions are given decisim-making authority since they know their om 
agricultural problems. 


vecentralization also includes dire.t management by the officials in the dif- 
erent offices of the ministry to eliminate what he called "too much miacle 
command that hinders the operatim of the entities." 


Minister Junguito said that a slightly more expeditious operation has been 
vuaranteed by all the managers of the institutes and entities under the min- 
istry. This makes it possible to suitably attend to the suggestions and re- 
quests of the regions without submitting them to prolonged procedures or 
analyses. 


Reforms 
(he changes that the minister of agriculture and livestock announced will be 
included in the bill under consideration by Cmgress. They include the 


llowine: 


(The Financial Marketing Fund will be created with resources especially from 
security bonds; it will begin with approximately 6 million pesos. 
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Development quotas for products will be established to strengthen research 
and revision of the structure of rural cooperatives. 


Special emphasis will be given to the restructuring and operational decentrali- 
zation of the ministry based on the request made by Senator Carlos Holguin 
Sardi. 


The agricultural-livestock sector will be the leading sector in development 
and the basic pillar of the social policy of this government. 


(he immediate objective is to revitalize the agricultural-livestock sector, 
increasins production especially in the food branch. 


it will try to regain the profitability of the rural area so that it will 
izain be good business to invest in that area. 


The credit policy is the basis of revitalizatim of the agricultural-livestock 
sector. The resources to lend money to the peasants will be increased. 


(he Agrarian Bank is being strengthened to lend more to peasants at low 


interest. 

(he progran of Integrated Rural Development has been strengthened since the 
rograms of the small peasant must not be left out of the general administra- 
tion of the agrarian policy. 


search in the ICA [Colambian Agriculture-Livestock Institute] will be 
strenationed with international resources and a new organism will be created 
to encourage production. 


[imports of agricultural products will be rationed and those imports will be- 
come more expensive to protect national production. 


will be real progress in the areas affected by violence to rehabilitate 
tie them to national production. 
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COUNTRY SECTION COLOMBIA 


fINANCE MINISTER PREDICTS INFLATION RATE BELOW 10 PERCENT 
Bogota EL TIEMPO in Spanish 11 Jul 83 pp 1-A, 9-A 


[Text] According to Minister of Finance Edgar Gutierrez Castro yesterday, Co- 

lomdia will return to single-digit inflatim--that is, less than 10 percent-- 
in a few years if all the people continue their support to decrease the cost 
of living and it reaches 14 percent in 1984. 


ie announced that the country will ease up on the rigid controls imposed on 
the exchange system and trade by the recession "as the internatimal situation 
-ecomes clearer." 


He stressed to the Colombian bankers to lower their interest rates without 
taking away incentives for savers through "a progressive reductim in the in- 
termediation margins which are very high now." 


‘nose margins are the difference between what is paid for savings and what is 
charged for credit. An interest rate of 27 to 2 percent is paid m deposits 
now and a minimum of 34 percent is collected on loans. 


wutierrez Castro observed that a drop in the intermediation margin will not 
lead to the danger of capital flight since the rate incentives for savers will 
be maintained. 


‘he domestic economy takes into account international movement "to the point 
that we have stopped any attempt at speculation or capital flight," he added. 


The minister said that the participatio of the people in the fight against 
inflation gives confidence that, during the second year of the present govern- 
ment, the 14-percent price increase can return to levels compatible with the 
world situation--that is, inflation below 10 percent. 


in a review of the economy, Gutierrez Castro felt that the changes introduced 
into bank legislation during the first ecmomic emergency last October "are 
ecarious" because the Supreme Court of Justice has questioned the instrument 


f the emergency. 


“acing this situation, the government will take a new statute m the financial 
system to the regular sessiom of parliament in August or September. It 
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inc ludes the norms issued under the ecmomic emergency and the proposals for- 
mulated in May by a committee of specialists appointed for that reasm by 
President Belisario Betancur. 


‘he minister--who was chosen by CARACOL as the man of the week--exclaimed 


that the str ~ateny against inflatio has shown itself to be quite compatible 
with economic revitalization. 


aid that the government will not rest of its laureis. It will intensify 
>n for a maximum 14-percent price increase in the second year of 
administration and reinforce economic recovery, employment, etc. 


iutierrez Castro explained the positive opinim that the IMF issued last week 
concerning management of the Colombian economy. It will be the basis for ob- 
taining new foreign financing for the official development plan. 
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© him, the IMF made observations concerning the possibility that 
revitalization would bring higher inflation and that an excessive drop in 
iomestic interest rates would generate capital flight. 


© Said that monetary controls will be maintained with special vigilance. The 


1t does not plan to offer rates below those that the international 
market offers. It aspires to eliminate some of the cost of financial inter- 
mediation without affecting the rates that attract savings. 


‘he minister was happy that the IMF "did not make any observation about 


tanzine the speed or scope of the devaluation, cmtrary to what some sectors 


\s the international situatim becomes clearer, the (Colombian) authorities 
Y yea lad re Hoaip 


revealed their decision to ease up on controls progressively and prudently. 
| i tl pportunity to emphasize this to the executive directors and offi- 


s 5 
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als of the IMF," Gutierrez Castro said. He was in Washington last week, 
‘ays betore the IMF board of directors evaluated the Colombian economic 
rram on Friday. 


castro noted that the country will prudently use international fi- 


incing to carry out its present development plan (which President Betancur 
il present to Congress in July) and will strengthen domestic savings as a 
source of financing 


icing the prospect of easing the controls imposed on trade and exchange, the 
+ va) warned: 


inister w 2d: "As lmg as vulnerable elements exist in our balance of pay- 
1ts and the balance of payments of Latin America in general, we do not feel 


mw , Ut 


we can give ourselves the luxury of an open economy." 


the topic of inflation. He stressed the drop in the cost 
percent (maximum official goal) in the first year of admin- 
said that they will try to lower it to 14 percent in the second 








"Il believe that if we achieve this in the next 12 mmtns, the country can 
very confidently view the possibility of lowering its inflation to levels 
campatible with inflation in the industrialized countries--that is, under 
10 percent." 
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— COLOMBIA 


BRIEFS 


I Tih FRANCE-{-The joint agricultural cooperation pro- 
O ia include the following projects. The Gersar pro- 
ion of land through drainage, irrigation and electrifica- 
1 


ledupar, Alto Chicamocha and San Juan del Cesar. These will be 
With the collaboration of HIMAT [Colombian Institute of Hydrology, 


md Land Adaptation] at a cost of approximately 4 millim pesos. 
Agriculture and Livestock Roberto Junguito Bonnet is studying the 
f financing the projects to grow soybean in Cesar Department 
Acrarian Bank. IRCA [French Rubber Research Institute] has de- 


xperimental Hevea crops in Caqueta Department with very positive re- 


it is doing research m planting some 2,000 hectares of this crop. 


will be carried out by INCORA [Colombian Institute of Agrarian 


‘ne crop would be exploited cooperatively at a cost of approximately 


financed by the World Bank and the Agrarian Bank. [Excerpt] 
SPECTADOR in Spanish 10 Jul 33 p 10-D) 7717 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


DEVELOPMENT OF SANTIAGO DE CUBA PROVINCE DESCRIBED 
Havana BOHEMIA in Spanish No 25, 24 Jun 83 pp 28-33 


L\Article by Alberto Pozo: "Where Old Truck Goes in, New One Comes Out"] 


[Text] Industrial development is the premise for socioeconomic development. 
If yoi want to verify this in practice, go to Santiago de Cuba. 


Although we are going to talk specifically about one of its large plants under 
construction to repair trucks and engines, its position on the industrial 
hessboard would not be understood without a prior look at the background. 


Before making the trip to Santiago--as to any other socioeconomic objective in 
the country--I like to gather all the information possible about the topic. 
‘nis background lets me confromt the situation with a knowledge that facili- 
tates better work. 

Amongz other resources, I usually take the positiom of total innocence to try 

to extract the most spontaneous opinions from those whom I questim. I al- 
ways consult an econanist friend whose opinions I respect. 


asked him: "What did Santiago live m?" "What did it live m? That is 


the question I ask when I visit any place in the interior and I can never an- 

swer it." That was his statement concerning the prerevolutionary period. He 

raised his shoulders, opened his eyes wide, pursed his lips and sighed. "What 
lid it live on?" 


\ctually, at that time Santiago was the capital of Oriente Province and showed 
in incipient industrial development; it was second in the country. It had the 
second most important port economically, the traditional Hatuey brewery and 

Bacardi rum, other rum and liquor producers, four soft drink bottlers, a wheat 


1 and the new Titan cement plant and Texaco refinery. 


ine last two were typical expressims of the change in direction of Yankee 
investments which only held on to the most efficient sugar mills. They in- 
vested in other economic sectors although m a very small scale compared to 
nvestments during the first three decades of the pseudorepublic. 
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investments also reflected the economic policy of the dictatorship 
stfered every facility to Yankee investment. The state itself con- 


ited money to ingratiate itself with these masters. At the same time, it 


for new sources of questimable negotiations to enrich the people in 
2cime and, perhaps, try to open new sources of employment to alleviate 
cial pressure because of lack of jobs. 


looked at it from the angle of what is now Santiago de Cuba Province, 


uld be necessary to add that this province produced the majority of the 


“2 .n addition to having the mainstay: a sugar industry with eight medium- 


tuation was not as extreme as our friend stated. However, compared to 


» potential of the available work force, everything listed here was totally 


quate, not even minimal to survive. It was the same scene of economic 
levelopment as in the rest of the country. 


nt-Lay Santiago de Cuba Province 


f\~) 


1931 Population and Housing Census, it has 909,506 inhabi- 
third in the country behind Holguin which has only 2,000 inhabi- 
and, of course, Havana City. 
rial extension, it covers 6,343.2 square kilometers, 11th ammg the 
second in population density with 143 inhabitants per square kilometer, 


mniy Havana City. 


vince is formed by the old regimms of Santiago de Cuba and Palma Sori- 


, the municipalities of Mayari Arriba and La Caoba, 31 percent of Arroyo 


ina 4> percent of Realengo 18 of the old II Frente region, the municipal- 
( La Maya and part of 30 de Noviembre in Guantanamo. 


, system is conditimed by the fact that 38 percent of the total popu- 


m of the province lives in the city of Santiago de Cuba. This is 64 per- 


irdan population. 

ohenomenon of urban concentratim is me of the serious problems that the 
mid the province face. Although it has a historical background, it is 
fighting another demographic phenomenm: migrations. 


ty 1s pressured by migrations from the mountainous zmes which cmsti- 


rcent of the territory in the province. Pressure also comes from 
lains, the isolated territories. Their inhabitants head toward the urban 
ind from there to the city. It 1s ~ecessary to add the migration from 
namo Province 
ruth is that the situation means a two-sided battle. Ome involves creat- 
mough jobs in the city which has 346,000 inhabitants at this time. The 





involves urbanizing he rest of the province to cmtain the "invasion" 
eks the social and enviromental attractions of the provincial capital. 











complete the panorama , we must mention that there are migratory flows from 
Santiaan toward Moa, the Isle of Youth, Villa Clara, Matanzas, Havana City 
and, especially, Camaguey. This is a reality that must be considered in fu- 


ture decisions. 


ecause of the characteristics of the territory which is 70 percent mountain- 
mS, Lnere are real possibilities in forestry development and coffee. In 
Spite of the progress of the sugar industry and the incorporatim of citrus 

mn the plains, the weight of development falls more and more m industry. 


in GQiba, except for cases related to large natural resources like the laterite 
belt in Norte de Oriente, there are no major reasms not to aim industrializa- 
_ orecisely toward the places of greatest population concentration. 


also has advantages in infrastructure, the collateral aspects which 
ecessary for industrializatim. It has a magnificent port with possibi- 
s of “xpansi m which are included in the planning to the year 2000. It 
So nas railway and highway transportatim and social and environmental cm- 
ditions that serve as the basis for accommodating the population. 


lndustrial Development of Santiago 


‘ho vanguard is always energy capacity. The Pavon plant was expanded and the 
mton.o Maceo plant was erected. At this time, Unit No. 5 is being completed 
md the evelopment of Unit No. 6 progresses. This brings the plant to 500 

ne vawatts, second only to the Maximo Gomez plant in Mariel. 


dustrial projects erected in the city include: two housing factories 
capacity for 4,000 units; the 30 de Noviembre mechanical complex; 
<pansion of the wheat mill; expansion of the Hermanos Diaz refinery to twice 


of th 
ts size in the prere svolutiqnary period; expansion of the cement plant; a new 
corrugated packaging ‘plant; a dairy products complex; an asbestos cement. com- 
plex; a pastry and confectionery complex; a plastic footwear factory; a soft 
drink bottler; a plaster cast factory; prefabricated parts factories; and the 
) .az Cominches shipyards. 


istrialization of Santiago is intensifying in the 5-year period 1981-35. 
name the most outstanding examples: the 30 Milliones textile com- 
< that will employ 3,000 people; another expansion of the refinery which 
ially like erecting a new one; a petrochemical complex for lubricants; 
nsion of the brewery; an agricuitural-livestock ¢ Old storage plant; and 


plant to repair trucks and engines which we will talk about shortly. 


| this industrialization is backed by the development of the port, cmstruc- 
m of the central railroad and the national expressway, the growth in elec- 


capacity, the housing plans the quantitati ve and qualitative ex- 
rvices including the 26 de Julio Park (like Lenin Park) and the 
ded parx in Bacqao as well as the installation of the coaxial cable which 
t expansion of communications and taurist and road development. 
rt, the lustrial and social infrastructures develop in unisM as a 
ror rogress industry. 














fic development advances to support industry. We will also talk about 
the appropriate time. Its maximum expressim is work to exploit solar 


ist a matter of the industrial development of the city of Samtiagc 


LlS intecral future development as well as that of the province as a whole. 


talk abait all this in time. It seems to us, dear reader, that since 


s the first article about our trip to Santiago ™m the eve of the 30th 
ncada, this introduction is necessary. Now we will discuss 
an 2pair trucks and engines as an example of the above. 


Ic es in, New One Comes out 

factory so that we have an idea of its proportions. The 
‘bout 9.97 hectares or 10 blocks. The roofed part is 45,000 square 
' G-1/2 blocks. About 1,300 men and women will work there. 


ecialty 1s the complete repair of 4,000 Soviet ZIL-130 trucks per year. 


enber that each truck has more than 5000 parts. Also they will repair 


r parts of the ZIL-130' engines, transmissions and rear 
,jor parts of the GAZ- 53 truck. To give an idea of the 


Font 


a f this plant, it will repair 3,300 engines per year almg with 


ckoround is always necessary. As iS easy to understand, this plant is 
f the mechanical industry. This branch, almg with the sugar and metal- 
tries, forms the trio of the basic lines for the future deve lop- 


sly, tne suzar industry is one of the bases. It is our traditimal re- 
iaranteed market in the socialist camp, a source of convertible 
icy with unlimited prospects in the world of derivatives. 
cal industry is backed by the guarantee of that natural treasure, 
f Norte de Oriente: nickel, cobalt, irm, chromium and alu- 
step toward the steel industry, specialized steel and the pro- 
the raw materials re manufacture machinery. 


nce, W the import nce of the mechanical industry. It suf- 
call our battle with imperialism from the beginning cmcerning 
) ood example is that we are already producing 
the equipment for a sugar mill. That has permitted us 
nes and opens the field of exports to us. The mechanica 
lready exporting different products to the international mar 
rS, tanks, water pumps and car parts. Let us mly add that we have 
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specializing in the manufacture of equipment for the food 
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rough collaboration with the CEMA countries. Another possibility 
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m7 ve industry. We are already experimenting with a Cuban engine. 
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, industrializatim is possible without the guarantee 
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ress advances on wheels. It 1s true that we must 


AO 
UY 

















modify the deformed structure we inherited in this sector. Everything was 
wechite by automotive transportation for the cmvenience of the Yankee gasoline 
producers. In the future, we will leave long distances to maritime and 
railroad transportatim. The truck will maintain its primacy over short 
listances. 
‘oday and even tomorrow, the truck will have sreat importance in freight 
transportation. It is not necessary to add that the equipment has not been 
oloited efficiently in the past. We must admit that its useful life has 
diminished due to lack of strmg organization for planned preventive mainte- 
.ance. In many cases, it was a matter of "push ad pull" until it stopped 


~ Ow } tc ) 
! AIP LS Le LY. 


"hen came a plant capable of repairing the trucks totally and retuming them 
) the natiqgnal economy practically new. 


"| would say that this is not a repair plant....I would almost say that it is 

factory because one truck cames in and another one goes out. In structure 
.t ls Similar to the ZIL-130 truck factory. The mly difference is that me 
manufactures them and Santiago reconstructs them." 


Lev Starostin, the Soviet technical aid leader, spoke to us with passimate 
nisiasn, the fervor of a lover, when we entered the office of the director 
the enterprise, Rafael Martinez Bourzac. Moments before, he had told hin 

the reason for our visit. 


"Tl can tell you something more. The equipment in this plant is so modern that 
do not know it all yet." 


nez Bourzac interrupted: "These are such advanced machines that they do 

require bases. The Soviets themselves looked at the plans which came from 
he USSR, hesitated and met with our technicians. We consulted and it was 
true. They are machines with characteristics not seen by them or us before." 


Llowins the Trip of a Truck 


et as not forget to say that when we entered the plant, we were received in 

the social |-administrative area which occupies two tWKuildings. One is used for 

“Pices, kitchen, dining room, lockers and bathrooms. The other, called the 
litical tuilding, has an auditorium, cafeteria and lounge. Other rest 
for the workers when they are not mm duty surround it. 


he ting room in the first building, engineer Emmanue ig 
mantiago explained the plant. Rafael, the director, and Lev, the Soviet 
der, participated in the discussion. 


nere are three production bays. Surrounding them are a number of buildings 
r atxiliary services: water supply system, two cisterms, elevated tank, air 


ressor statiaqn, steam system, boiler house, fuel system and waste 
Ficat 
r S parking area for the vehicles waiting to me repaired. When aur 
truck's tum came, they drained the gasoline, oils and water and then gave it 
a] K Le r crubbins 








1 tractor came and took it into productim plait no. 2. That was the 
nning of the trip 


v abe 


iismantled it here and scrubbed each part. The hood, doors and fenders 
taxen off, repaired and painted. They also took out the radiator, gaso- 


and pipes. The frame was repaired. Not even a tire valve remained. 


nis we mentimed was in optimum cmditim, it wmt to Bay No. lor 


1t along a conveyor belt to the assembly line. The other parts 
me an electric belt. 


arts remained benind in Bay No. 2 motor, transmission, rear 
front axle. They were disassembled and scrubbed. Then they went 
ne ca@mveyor belt to Bay No. 1 


react t defective section. The parts were separated into god, 
rab md useless. The good parts went to the campletion warehouse. 
he ey will go m a truck. (It does not have to be the sane part for 


ut an equal me.) The useless mes were discarded and went 


= 
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rials recovery stock. (Perhaps some day they will be part of 


serap iron ror the Antillana furnaces.) The recoverable parts were 
it © parts went to specialized sectios. There are testing benches 


rrantee the quality of the repairs. The same procedure was followed for 


varts received the same treatment: carburator, gasoline pump, oil 
tc. They were repaired, tested and sent to the assembly line. 


ctian for galvanic and thermal treatment and me for welding 
ese problems on the truck. 


truck also included a foundry section to repair the truck 
is also a shop with tools needed for production and a mainte- 
las machine, electrical and mechanical repair areas. 


f the truck was repaired or replaced, they reached their 
issembly line. As the chassis advanced, they were added to it 


w truck was bom! 

3? The plant laboratories are cmcentrated there: the 
nic, measurement, photographic and chemical laboratories. Certain 
{| warehquses and a carpentry shop complete the picture. 


y+ 


trip, what is your verdict: factory of plat? 


table: Gain Time, Experience 


uw reader, it is only a very personal and subjective opinion but I 
resent it to you. From the very beginning, the plat to repair 


fat 











trucks and engines impressed me. This was not just because of the modem 
equipment and size of the installatio. No, the organization impressed me. 


This is a very persmal point of view. When a persm campletes his schedule, 
wnen an enterprise does it, I say it is efficient. This opinion has not failed 
ne. The director of the enterprise, Rafael Martinez, made #1 appointment with 
ne tor Mmday at 3:30 am. He met me at that time. I felt that things must go 
well there. 


‘ney nave not waited for the start-up in order to test the equipment. A ma- 
chine 1s assembled and tested and then they begin to work m it to train the 
persainel. The collective of each section assembles its machinery. Therefore, 
it knows the machines because it has assembled them. 


here 1S a station with six air compressors but it is not finished. What was 
thoueht of? They installed a small canpressor to Support experimental produc- 
They have progressed 3 moths in time and experience. 


ne electricity installatims for the bays are not in place. Therefore, they 
istalled provisiqmal cords and the machines are operating. 


turally this has been possible because the personnel has already been 
rained. A few were trained in the Soviet Union and the others in Quiba where 
Lnere 1S Similar equipment. The comrades insist that we mist not forget to 
rive very special recognitim to the MINFAR (Ministry of the FAR] plants: 
‘ad Cubano-Sovietica in Havana and Pedro A. Heredia in Cmtramaestre. 


‘he most interesting part 1S that we are in the investment process. Neverthe- 
the plant is already an enterprise with a 1983 producti pla@™. 


ivael Martinez, the director, explained: "Of course, the work is hard tut, 
weadoxically, that is what has helped us most." 


1 are still in the whirl of constructim...." 


Olanning which the enterprise forces us to do has helped us train aur- 

s to advance and test all the equipment in advance. Therefore, we have 
sady Solved problems that would come later. We have already oiled the ma- 
nery of the enterprise. The vital maintenance area has been able to train 

tself sufficiently so that nothing will take them by surprise. Yes, comrade, 
nave been an enterprise Since January 1982." 


~y <* L<- 
ls the pla of the enterprise?' 


"The 1933 plan is about 1.22 millim pesos. This year we mist deliver 12 
trucks, 662 additional engines, 300 transmissions, 300 rear axles and 109,000 
¢ nonstandard equipment (shel ves, tables, etc.) that we ourselves mmu- 
> the lar L . 
negineer Emmanuel Ginarte, our constant aneeel earougnout the trip of the truck 
me 1S iSS1iStant tecmical dire ec tc r, Sr OKe 
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months, we repaired engines, transmissions and axles. We left 


‘repair of trucks until July 1983. However, we could see that we 


fulfill. In reality, we have me Single supplier of parts, 
ial fnterprise for the Supply and Sale of Equipment and Parts]. 


‘ceive the 'stock'--that is, the parts--in sufficient number. 
re waS no publicity about what we were capable of doing nor 
Ained the comfidence...." 


2" asked the reporter. 


kK the repair of trucks. This guaranteed us faster training 
advance investments. They were difficult conditios. How- 


nines, plus all the work done, has helped us acquire labor credit. 


is there." 


} 


Rafael Martinez, did not want us to forget a single detail. He 


of Soviet aid and the effort of Cuban tecmicians and 


specially wanted to remind us that the enterprise wo the Cuban- 


mal Bnulation this first quarter. "We finally ended the he- 
li lliones textile complex," he laughed fraternally. 


ent to fulfill for 26 July?" 


linistrative area, except for the sociopolitical building; 


—_» 


lots and access ways for these areas; 


] oO 
‘(S that connect these areas; and 


‘eas and plant security. 
very of 30 trucks! (They are sure they will overfulfill.) 


ay No. 1 to take a picture that we had missed because the cur- 
vised assembly line was off temporarily. (That is the stage 
| re 


j 
W. Tne director left us and went over to a group of 


Llowed him unnoticed. The man was being demanding because 
iy in assembly. He was smiling but demanding. 


J 








COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


COMMISSIONS CREATED TO PROCESS MTT REGISTRATION 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 13 Jun 83 p 3 


'text|] Julio Camacho Aguilera, member of the Politburo and first secretary 
‘t the party in the City of Havana, and Oscar Fernandez Mell, president of 
the Executive Committee of the People's Government Provincial Assembly in 
representation of the party and the government of the capital, signed a new 
procedure document regulating the work of the commissions in charge of the 
completion and later growth of the Territorial Troops Militia (MTT) units. 


(he document establishes, that in view of the buildup of the military hys- 
teria of well-known representatives of the U.S. administration, our people, 
with their traditional steadfastness and courage, are preparing to respond 
to such intimidations by strengthening all their MTT units and reserves, 
besides creating new units in which women will play a major role. In order 
to tacilitate the timely and correct processing of hundreds of thousands of 
applications to the MTT made by the workers--and especially by the women 

in the work force--and in order tc comply with the agreements of the Sixth 
Plenum, | Provincial Commission and 15 municipal ones have been set up. 
These are made up of representatives from the following entities, at their 
corresponding levels: The President of the Executive Committee of the 
People's Government, who heads it; the Militarv leadership, the Chief of 
Statt of the MTT, the head of the Civil Defense (DC), the coordinator of 
the Committee for the Defense of the Revolution (CDR), and the secretaries 
seneral of the Central Organization of Cuban Trade Unions (CTC) and the 
Federation of Cuban Women (FMC). ; 


ln turn, the municipal commissions must create as many subcommissions as 
required by the number of regiments in the territory since their task should 
be aimed at decentralizing the territory in each residential area of the 
larse units already in existence. 


Furthermore, these municipal commissions will insure that written guaran- 
tees, application forms and oaths are prepared as necessary. 


i© forms that are filled out with the daca of those citizens controlled 
by the Municipal Military Staff--which forms the base of the MTT--will be 
verified at their homes through the CDR, and in some cases, through the 








rarchy of MTT units working in the militia candidates’ residen- 


ived, the application forms will be sent to the municipalities 
entioned candidates work. This will be the end of the work of 
ittee made up of representatives of the Party, the CTC, the UJC and 
‘nter administrators. Meetings will be held later to officially 
isposition and willingness of the candidates. At that time their 
iarantees and applications for entry to the MIT will be filled out. 
n, each work center will conduct recruitment efforts for all men-- 
chose over 50 years of age, who are rot already controlled by the 
Muni Military Staff--as well as any women wanting to join. 











COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


HAVANA CITY SPECIAL PROGRAM EXPERIENCING DELAYS 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 15 Jun 83 p 3 
|\Article by Susana Lee] 


_fext| With the exception of the road repair project, there are delays in 
| the projects making up the special program started last November to 
‘lve the main problems of the City of Havana. This was the result of the 
evaluation carried out last Tuesday and which was presided over by Jorge 
Lezcano, vice president of the National Assembly, and Oscar Fernandez Mell, 
president of the People's Government Provincial Assembly. Both men are 
members of the party's Central Committee. 


1} 
tid 
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\s it was made known at a meeting held at the headquarters of the Provincial 
kxecutive Committee of the People's Government, at the end of May progress 
in the various projects was as follows: 


Housing maintenance and repair: Of a project involving 20 million pesos for 
the year, 6.069 million pesos worth of work, or 30 percent had been com 
pleted; sale of materials to the public: of 22.1 million pesos, 7.61 mil- 
lion pesos or 34 percent has been sold; housing construction: of 38.977 
million pesos, 8.8 million, or 23 percent had been spent (as far as finish- 
ed housing was concerned, 18 percent have been delivered; 786 of 4,488 pro- 
yrammed for the year); urbanizations: of 7 million pesos, only 1.1 million, 
'r 16 percent had been done. 


itty-one percent of the street repair has been done. This is the product 
the 15.279 million pesos worth of work done by the companies of MICONS 
ind the People's Government of a total year plan of 29.191 million pesos. 
hteen percent of the hydrology works have been completed, with 2.938 mil- 
Lion of the 17.046 million completed; and in public health and medical in- 
‘truction programs, 38 percent, or 8.676 million of a program worth 23 mil- 


lion has been 1ccomplished. 


better understand the situation of each of these projects, it is worth 
noting that approximately 42 percent of the work should have been completed 
this time. In order to fulfill the plan for this year a far greater 
ice will have to be kept during the remaining 7 months of 1983. 











A brief analysis of the objective factors which have been influencing the 
month-to-month progress of the projects and their lack of fulfillment shows 
how seriously jeopardized the 100 percent completion of the plan is. Some 
of the delays are due to the scarcity of some basic building supplies, such 
4S ageregate materials, to name but one, and the delivery of some equipment, 
such as 30 Taino concrete mixers, for example. 


[his is not due to a lack of desire, will power or efforts on the part of 
the workers, although in some cases the difficulties were confronted slowly 
ind with Little aggressiveness. First of all, it is worth noting that the 
program agreed on is ambitious, with structural, organizational and planning 
implications, ete., including those occurring prior to its implementation. 
fhis has required adjustments, modifications, further studies, projects, 

the contracting of resources, the manufacture of equipment, in essence, 
looking tor immediate solutions along the way, which has taken time. 

Let's look at two examples: Between 1976 and 1981, housing maintenance and 
cepairs were carried out in the capital at an annual rate of close to 5.2 
million pesos. This year the plan is projected at 20 million pesos. During 
that same period, 5 million pesos worth of materials were distributed annu- 
‘lly to the people for the same purposes. The projected amount for this 


>» 


ear is 22.1 million pesos, or four times the previous amount. 


results to 31 May in these two areas show the increment that has been 
ihieved in spite of the unfulfillment of the plan. In both cases, the 
innual average of work accomplished during that period of time has been sur- 
passed in 5 months. 


Because of these results, this report is not trying to give a pessimistic 
view of the situation, nor is it trying to approve it. During the meeting, 
Pernandez Mell stressed, on various occasions, that this program is the 
number one priority of the People's Government in the city, and for this 
reason it can only be changed by events beyond our control. 


contront the main problems of the construction of social works in the 

il, as everyone knows, is a very complex and time consuming matter, and 
solution of some of these problems implies the appearance of other equal- 
problems. 


program to overcome these difficulties has been set, and even though the 
ional economic situation does not allow access to all the necessary re- 
irces to develop it faster, the country has made every effort on a pri- 
rity basis to gradually solve the problems. 


c- 


r this reason, all those involved, both at the national and the provincial 
vels, must take the most advantage of every resource and available minute 


‘tr time to meet these oodjectives. 








COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


SCHOLARSHIPS ANNOUNCED FOR CARIBBEAN STUDENTS 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 23 Jun 83 p 3 
[Article by A. Shelton] 


(text] Looking ahead to the next academic school year (1983-84), the Cuban 
educational institutions, through the Ministry of Foreign Relations, have 
ipproved and made 1,440 scholarships available to students from the so- 
called Caribbean Basin for high school and college level studies. Of these, 
'30 were allotted to the neighboring English-speaking Caribbean nations. 


ror the next school year, the Government of Cuba will offer 5,680 scholar- 
siips to students from the so-called Third World. This will bring the num- 
ber of scholarship students to close to 25,000, the majority of them being 


trom the underdeveloped or developing countries. 


\ccording to Nelson Restano, an official of the Ministry of Foreign Rela- 
tions, the majority of the scholarships offered to the countries of the 
Eastern Caribbean are in the fields of nutrition, agriculture, fishing, sugar 
technology and the medical sciences. 


Scholarships are offered based on the characteristics, concrete needs and 
conditions of the respective countries. The demands each of the Caribbean 
countries have for knowledge in the different areas of development have been 
‘aretully taken into account. 


| already traditional Cuban scholarship program for so-called Third World 
countries, regardless of their system of government or political orienta- 
tion, is supported by our concept of principles based on internationalism 
and solidarity, and constitutes a disinterested opportunity that Cuba pro- 
vides governments wishing to take advantage of them. This program consti- 
tutes an additional effort that the Cuban Revolution makes in view of the 
conomic difficulties the country is experiencing. 


ry ; 
iit 


ose interested in taking advantage of the scholarship program will enjoy 
the advantages offered by our educational system, whose services are com 
etely free of charge. The scholarship recipients from other countries will 


eive at no extra cost food, lodging, transportation, clothing and shoes, 


+ 
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‘ultural, sport and recreation facilities, medical services and a stipend of 
60 pesos in national currency. 


che other hand, it is worth reiterating that the scholarship recipients 

idying in Cuba are exempt from military studies and receive no military 

iining as has been said by the enemies of the Revolution in their slander- 
us campaigns against Cuba. 


iring the present year, 82 youths from different countries of the Caribbean 
zraduate in Cuba in university level specializations, as well as 404 
in high school level technical occupations. Once they graduate, they will 


t the immediate service of their respective countries. 


i United States and other countries annually offer a reduced number of 
holarships to the Caribbean nations, under the guise of "helping their 
| it,’ although in reality, a high percentage of these do not return 
1eir countries of origin, since they are assimilated by the societies 
studied, reinforcing the classic phenomenon known as the "brain 


’ 





oresent time there are 19,604 students on scholarships studying in 
iba. The majority of these are from the so-called Third World. 


v the number of graduates from the Caribbean has risen to 933. 
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REPORTAGE ON SENATE DEBATE OVER PROPOSED BUDGET 


Roseau THE NEW CHRONICLE in English 16 Jul 83 p 


plext | 
This b idget," declared 
Senator Hienry, ‘Is not 
worth the paper on which 
tis written. People are 
og to suffer. To Say 
thal you nave the 
taxpaver ir mind IS a 

irTce, 

j uid hye did not 
sider the b id; >t 
y t ) wee weds of 
ry ‘ is t had 1 


\ ¢ Oppositio 
tor, ultus Timothy, 
ist financial vear 
Dé very real 

r e for Dominica. 
} a that only §32 
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i id been re d 
; was yudget 
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He had not seen a drop 
in certain commodities in 
his own shop, he said. 
Rice and sugar will be 
more expensive with the 
new tariffs proposed by 
the Government and _ he 
said there would be the 
new |} per cent levy when 
the | per cent levy had 
been an interim measure. 


Government Senator 
Swanston Carbon accused 
the private sector of 
depositing of exporting 
large sums of money 
overseas, money which 
shovld have been used to 
expand their businesses. 


Jenner Armour, member 
for Paix Bouche, expressed 
some concern about the 
port tariffs, which he said 
were among the highest in 
the Caribbean. 


He said he was con- 
cerned also about the $96 
million national debt and 
the Portsmouth Hospital. 

The budget is a mic 


DOMINICA 


prescription for misery, 
Opposition Senator Elford 
Henry said in the budget 
debate on Wednesday. 

He said it will bring 
more hardship and misery 
to Dominica. 


Often interrupted by 
Government members, 
Senator Henry said his 
theme was “where there is 
no vision the people 
suffer." 


The budget, he said, 
indicated there was a 
dictatorship in Dominica 
and this was borne out by 
the haste with which it 
was beins pushed. 


The agricultural people 
were the most depressec, 
harassed and miserable 
people of the country, said 
Senator Henry. Farmers 
continued to make their 

ontribution, but the 
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Government's incentive 
them Was vil. 


Otherwise, he supportec 
the budget. 














COUNTRY SECTION DOMINICA 


CHARLES DESCRIBES CABINET ROLE AT PRESS CONFERENCE 


Roseau THE NEW CHRONICLE in English 16 Jul 83 p 3 


Prime Minister Eugenia happerring about'@ bath 
‘arles said on Monday Mr. Dyer nad a per- house being put up in 
that when the time fect right to answer Bath Road, for in- 
comes to dismiss a to something like stance, then every 
inister from Cabinet, that, Miss Charles body may know about 
no matter which minis- said. it. 
ter was going zo go 
there ld be no She added she thought ; 

— es “But if the minsiter 

ret about it. a person who supports Aces act taik an 
the party or does not : abo 
nig party - - it, it does not matter 
"y , S ed su . 
[ will always } TT cian taint and if it is in his 
it," Miss one never knew 
sii mo- area and he is getting 
3 I will sure what was tne 
Lc . i iar 6 letter - funding for it then it 
” and say such tive : _ is not our business. So 
minister is the person had a per h 
fect right to ask e has a right to reply 
ne (°° for what- re + ff h . : ° 
ing jo for e finds he is being 
sas ;€ that ’ ions about that. Se ae 
er reason, }f that questo criticised. 
ens But they were not In response to another 
. ak. Capinet matters they question, she said they 
“ ar] _ _ were asking questions would always have re- 
. | Lor _ about, for the person ports circulating. 
— oo _ said Cabinet did not Then there was wish- 
niibaieieleaiaaas know. ful thinking; people 
es a just like to see things 
=~ Miss Charles said: go wrong. They did not 
a "But Cabinet does not like the fact that six 
ns at A Se have to know what each ministers had been able 
a = nails minister does in his to get together and 
7 — Own area. work together without 
neue "rT mean because we there being a number of 
— ior 3 e kept 
nee talk a lot we probably divisions and one kept 
will find out what is on hearing this rumour 


of divisions. 











COUNTRY SECTION DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


TAGE ON PENA GOMEZ SPEECH ON PRD PROGRESS 
Speech Noted 
Santo Domingo LISTIN DIARIO in Spanish 3 Jul 83 pp 12, 14 


e Francisco Pena Gomez, secretary general of the PRD, m 
RD's arrival to country; date and place not specified: "Pena 
RD Path" ] 


(Text] Dr Jose Francisco Pena Gomez, secretary general of 
the P D [Dominican Revolutionary Party], said that it fell 
to the party to govern "at the worst historical time," in 
the midst of an international economic crisis. However, 

they have maintained "freedom unfailingly." 


Pena Gomez gave a speech on "Tribuna Democratica" for the 
anniversary of the arrival to the country of a PRD commit- 
tee in 1961 after the death or dictator Rafael Trujillo. 
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ois speech follows. 


2 days it will be the 2a&nd anniversary of 
» eaee Am — -_ \7 T + yy } 
ry. For that reason, the CEN [National 
‘Sday to prepare a program of events. 


the arrival of the PRD to this 
Executive Committee] met last 
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ily 1961, the dormant democratic conscience of the Dominican people 
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yverers to an unknown land because the Dominican people they had left 


= 
ere not the same people they found and the system of terror and fear created 
lic r remained intact. The reaction of the Trujillo forces to the 
these first leaders of the PRD was an unknown. 
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arel Miolan acted with extraordinary calmness, ignored provocations, never 
linched at attacks or threats, worked tirelessly to organize the first 

roups of the PRD and traveled extensively throughout the country, ri 
s life to carry the message of freedom and democracy to all corners. 


nistory of the PRD in the Dominican Republic cannot be written without 
name of Angel Miolan. The title "old oak" U* the PRD goes to him with 


Maximo Ares Garcia, founder of the PRD in Vere- 
rst U.S. intervention in 1916 and was the un- 


a 


. 
4 
facl Lemidas Trujillo Molina. 


iximo Ares Garcia was president of the party 
= 


at a critical time--after the 
ip d'etat of 1963--and is now Chairman of the 


National Consultation 


houzt vas t par the 5 July group, Dr Virgilio Mainardi Reyna is 


7 

under of the PRD. At a time when there was no party president, he was 

secret then the top leader of the PRD. We feel that he alsc 
serves the gratitude of the PRD. 

of the creat merits of these brave PRD members, the CEN of the 

it its last meeting to designate them life members of this top 

reanism. A ceremony will be held in the CEN auditorium for this 


lardi Reyna and Maximo Ares are top PRD leaders ard have been paid tribut 
1 different occasions. However, Angel Miolan does not hold any ae party 
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wever, we have unfailingly maintained freedom so that th 
it this time is the most stable democratic country 1 
ral America. All the — Christian parties in the wo 
this at a ineeting held recently in Brussels. 


ominican Republic 
Caribbean and Cen- 
d just recognized 


rovern at a time of crisis, the PRD has not been able to 
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scarry Out the zreat reforms planned. It must stay in power in the next elec- 

tion because experts feel that the world economy wili enter a period of 

Sive recovery at that time. 

iowever, the PRD is not working to stay in power but is doing everything pos- 
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irst place, the PRD has not changed its cadres for almost 4 years. 
we Still have the same leaders who eowernad the country at all leve 
resident Antonio Guzman Fernandez was the head of the government and the 
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nese last 4 years we have lost very valuable comrades who wer 
iers of the party. We have not created capable leaders to repli 
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n the party lost Jose Brea Pena 
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ena, Luis Manuel Caraballo, Carlos 
tolome Moquete Andino, Antonio Guzman 


A 
Manuel Fernandez } Marmol , Jose Delio 


bagi 


ft ud ai del embke. 
use en® 4 ran ’ - ; : 7 7 : : _ Lf 
sSreation or new leaders an renovation of the leadership cadres of the 
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members needed for the CEN as well as several national and alternate delegates 
( the CEN to reward those compades who have distinguished themselves most in 
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MAE rty as a result of the PRD members' concern for material things instead 
the ideological principles of our organization. 
; ae - _ oo. 
ropose the reorganization of the Disciplinary Council and t immediate 
iti f sanctims against all comrades who encourage anarchy and divi- 
S10n in tn party. 
) leftist parties have just united to oppose the government of Dr Salvador 
ree Blanco and the PRD. 
his br leftist front covers communists of all trends including the pro- 
; lependent, pro-Castro and pro-Soviet sectors. It 1S an extraordi- 
ry rward for the Dominican left which had been dispersed and divided. 
e nity the Dominican communists have managed something that the 
u - rties of the countries that act as their models are very far from 
l St front we must add the resurgence of labor struggles al 
y t n by if [General Confederation of Labor] and other social or- 
he minican left has marked influence. 
lan le r country who think that the left should not be 
sly because they have not elected even an alderman in the elec- 
rl ve been held in the country. 
tru hat the Dominican left is not a mificant electoral 
l to defeat the PRD, it is a cmsiderable force in unim, student 
Sional organizations and in the leadership of peasant associations 
clubs. 
battle every 4 years against the PR [Reformist Party] and its 
t fignt another battle every day against the leftist organi- 
’ r control of the organized sectors of tne populat l. 
| t eV s,itimately controis tn rganized sectors lin tnis 
ss electoral strength and then fight the PRD for power 
lane. f our left matured, it could dispute the wer of 
t : nc t acnieved control of the social vements. 
x -L ; ftist groups nave been able t nite to fight 
t the masses, our rty continues to & Vided. Its 
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mstructura has not limited itself to people who are not PRD members; it is 
also organizing many PRD members who acquire dual membership. The National 
Disciplinary Council has the obligatim to cmframt this situatim ad re- 
move fron the ranks of the party all leaders who are members of Estructura 
or who have participated in that group's activities. 


We mast take a different positim toward independents and members of other 
organizations who belmg to Estructura because we have no authority over 
those citizens. 


The only thing we can say about Estructura is that its activities are extem- 
poraneous. We cannot yet state that they hurt the PRD; we will mly know 
tnat as time passes. 


The proselytizing activities of Estructura have caused a great deal of anxiety 
amon the followers of Dr Salvador Jorge Blanco. Concerned also by the pick- 
ets and other announced protests against the president, they have begun to 
revitalize their sector, or part of it, under the name of Maquinaria. This 
foreshadows strong internal cmfrontations if disciplinary measures are not 
taken against the members of this group. 


.n any case, as Jose del Carmen Marcano stated at the last CEN meeting, the 
members of Maquinaria act within the PRD and have always been part of a sec- 
tor. This is not the case of the PRD leaders who have enlisted in Estru tura. 


Another situation that greavly concerns me is the extemporaneous Campaign 
that some members of Dr Salvador Jorge Blanco's sector--fortunately not all-- 
carry Out, pranoting the alleged candidacy of the secretary general of the PRD. 


‘his premature movement in favor of my candidacy, in spite of my repeated de- 
nials, has several motivatims. On one side are those who now hold positions 
in the government who know that Majluta's victory would mean their displace- 
ment from the positions they now have. It is very human to think that by 
supporting me now they could keep these positims. There are other comrades 
who think that I should be a candidate because they feel that I deserve it. 
There are others who want to create an artificial cmflict between Majluta 
and me, or rather between Jacobo's followers and supporters of my candidacy, 
in the hope of preventing Majluta's nomination and provoking my intervention 
in the conventim as in 1982 when I had to become candidate for district syn- 
dic to preserve party unity. 


The stratesists for this position would make me the presidential candidate 
now, eliminate Jacobo Majluta from the cmtest and clear the road for the 


<nowledge of this tactic by Jacobo Majluta's followers has made them suspi- 
cious and wary since they think that they could be deceived by the secretary 
general. To stay @™ top of events, they have created Estructura and have 
berun to oppose the secretary general, basing this m other reasms like, 
for example, dismissals. 
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Those who have been dismissed have organized themselves into a committee and 
nave picketed the president of the republic and demmstrated against the CEN. 
At the same time, Dr Joaquin Balaguer and Juan Bosch fire at the government 
and the party with good aim fram the right and the communists do the same from 
the left and gain more strength each day within the professional organizations. 


It is true that the leadership of CORDE [Daminican Corporatio of State Enter- 
prises] arbitrarily dismissed people from the Dominican Cement Plant. In many 
cases, those who replaced the PRD members were not PRD members. 


It is also true that there have been dismissals and even offensives against 
PRD leaders in the interior--in Mao, in Laguna Salada and in Comendador with 
camrade Jose L. Paulino. 


The secretary general has acted in each case although not publicly as Mm 
ther occasims. 


| have always protested an unjust dismissal. I have always called the re- 
Sponsible official. I have touched m that sticky topic with the president 
f the republic on many occasions as well as the persecutim of comrades in 
‘a0 and Laguna Salada. I also protested the vehicles that were taken away 
from followers of the late Antonio Guzman. 


[ have taken much time away from my duties as syndic to concern myself almost 
daily with writing hundreds of letters for members of the PRD. I have made 
nundreds of calls to demand rectificatim of dismissals that have reached my 
ears. I have dme this under this government and also under President Antonio 
Guznan when I did not have the considerations I have now. 


{ do not believe that anyone in the government or the party spends as much 
time serving the PRD members. However, I know that there is a clever campaim 
at the base of the party to make me responsible for the dismissals. It is 
said that I do not denounce them publicly because Dr Salvador Jorge Blanco 


has sealed my lips. 


‘nese inconsistent comrades do not know that my Situation is very different 
Ow than it was during the government of President Antomio Guzman. Now I am 
1 State official. I have to put my obligations to the community--which is 
not composed just of PRD members--before my partisan commitments. 


i do not think history would forgive me if I unleashed a power struggle at 
the public institutim level, setting the municipal government against the 
executive branch because of a very small sector of our population. 


To endanger the democracy that 5 millim Daminicms enjoy for 2,000 or 3,00 
dismissed workers would be the worst mistake of my life. 


The demonstratims of the committee of dismissed workers against the president 
of the republic and their verbal attacks against the top leadership of the 
party conspire against the political aspiratims of those comrades to elect 

a presidential candidate who would protect them better than this government. 
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Those demmstratims weaken the government and give the PRD a distorted image 
in the eyes of the public. Therefore, we feel that the Political Committee 
should dissolve or regulate the activities of that committee of disnissed 
workers or else it should expel its leaders. 


At the same time, the Political Committee should take over handling the si- 
tuation of the dismissed workers with the president to eliminate the com- 
plaints and protests of those affected. 


The PRD members must know that in each PRD government, there will be leaders 
Without jobs because the public administratim cannot make roan for all the 
leaders and members of our organization. 


In Mexico the PRI [Institutimal Revolutionary Party] has governed that coun- 
try for 54 years. However, each PRI government brings in its om team of of- 
ficials. There are always some who stay and some who are replaced with hopes 
of returning. 


Gustavo Carvajal Moreno was president of the PRI, secretary of agrarian re- 
form and Lopez-Portillo's right hand. He does not hold any position in the 
present government of that great country headed by Miguel de la Madrid. He 
has had to devote himself to private business activities, confident that he 
will make a triumphal return within 2 years. 


The parties that succeed themselves in power have to change their teams of 
officials at all levels. Otherwise, in a country with as mich unemployment 
as ours, Mly those who have steady employment would vote for it. 


There are many followers of Dr Salvador Jorge Blanco who do not have work and 
are upset with him for that reasm. The PRD members who were not appointed 

by him do not have any reasm to be grateful to him for their positims. The 
most serious thing is that, as happened in the government of Antonio Guzman, 
some of Dr Salvador Jorge Blanco's collaborators appoint relatives and friends 
instead of those dismissed without the president of the repubdlic knowing it. 
This happens more frequently in autmamous institutims. 


We propose that, beginning at the next cmvention, the party statutes be 
amended so that each sector or group that participates in a national conven- 
tion to elect a presidential candidate receive as many positions in the cabi- 
net as its percentage of votes won. Thus each PRD government would be the 
result of an intra-PRD coalition which would avoid the current problems. 


The fight for positions has become the primary motivation of the PRD members. 
This fight has been aggravated by the econamic crisis that has reduced pri- 
vate industrial growth. 


Everyme is involved in this fight. I am becoming involved in the fight for 
the top position in the country, the presidency of the republic, against my 
Will. They have made others fight m. 


The examples that I have given do not authorize anyone to think that I am 


participating in that fight because I waited 20 years to hold my administra- 
tive position in a PRD government. 
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Don't think that I did not hold a public office because I received other com- 
pensatio. In the first PRD government when a minister earned 3,000 (three 
thousand) pesos, I earned 250 pesos in the party and I never asked President 
Bosch to give me a public works cmtract, a house or business. I becane 
secretary general of the PRD in that first government. When it was over- 
thrown, the only thing I had was an automobile loamed from that government 
which I immediately returned to Gen Belisario Peguero Guerrero. I used this 
automobile because at that time I managed the office of the people which was 
where the PRD members looked for jobs. 


Now the leaders, frequently without having the necessary training, aspire to 
muge salaries because we have lost our love for simplicity and modesty. 


The comrades who are promoting my candidacy are really Mmrting me because 
Lmey are pitting me against other comrades and, at the same time, forcing me 
Lo lgnore iy obligatims as syndic. They are also unleashing preventive at- 
tacks against me by the opposition. 


{ ask the authors of that campaign to stop it now and I ask the disciplinary 
organisms to act energetically to stop the lack of discipline. 


Doi't think that my statements are motivated by fear of the attacks of the 
opposition because those same attacks were made in the 1982 electoral can- 
paimm when I was the candidate for syndic of Distrito Nacional. 


{ will never accept a candidacy in contentim with another comrade, especially 
after having told the natimal convention that I wou'd not be a candidate 
precisely to aid party unity. 


The comrades who think that I will eventually go knock m their doors and 

ask them for help can forget that. The secretary general will never ask any- 
one to vote for him for president of the republic nor will I ever accept a 
nomination at the price of division. 


Dr Salvador Jorge Blanco knows that I will not be a candidate because I told 
him that. Majluta must know it and tell his followers and let me work in 
peace. 


'here are other comrades in additim to Majluta, who is unquestionably the 
first choice, who deserve to be cmsidered for the naminatim. They include 
Hatuey Decamps, Dr Antmio Rosario who registered in the party several mmths 
azo and seems to aspire to the nominatim, Dr Jose Rodriguez Soldevila and 

Or Hugo Tolentino Dipp. We also know that Dr Marcio Majia Ricart still as- 
pires to that positia. 


There is no chance of a deadlock at the convention because Majluta is the com- 
rade who has the most administrative experience and is a natimal leader with 
prestige. His oppments are equally know. That was not the situation at 
the 1932 district convention when three young, deserving PRD members were 
presented whose administrative abilities were unknowm to the people. 
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Another point that mst be immediately resolved is the problem of the Santiago 
municipal government. The PRD has continued to lose strength and leadership 
in Santiago. 


In the past, the Santo Domingo municipal government was the problem while 
the Santiago mnicipal government was the most stable and efficient in the 
country. Now the opposite is true. The Santo Damingo municipal government 
is a model of stability in spite of the inflamed arguments in it while the 
Santiago minicipal government has lost its former vigor. 


Our aldermen have furt the Santiago mmnicipal government and destroyed the 
credibility of the party in a city that feels that the town council has be- 
come a torture. The intemal struggles ammg PRD members have reached an 
extreme. The crisis is not worse because the basic services of the municipal 
movernment have been maintained. The syndic has not neglected his duties. 


If we want to win the coming electims in Smtiago, we must drastically reform 
the party, bring in new values and take strong disciplinary measures against 
the Santiago leaders respmsible for the anarchy and lack of discipline. 


lt is better for the PRD to disassociate itself from those officials and 
throw them out than continue carrying the burden of their mistakes. 


The political committee should act at its next meeting and act unhesitatingly 
because the PRD needs to purge itself now while we have time, before it is 
too late. 


Last, the executive committee should intervene to keep the division among our 
deputies from opening the way to a PR candidate. 


With the facility that we PRD members have for divisive struggles, our depu- 
ties have already divided into two groups--the supporters of Dr Hugo Tolentino 
Dipp and the supporters of comrade Tomas Hernandez Alberto. 


We must form a bloc to elect a single candidate and then take all the measures 
necessary to avoid that, because of resentment, those who lose cmtribute to 
the victory of an opposition candidate through calculated abstentions. 


The PRD members must understand that times have changed. We are forced to 
offer our support to the government of Dr Salvador Jorge Blanco because to 
the degree that he has a successful administratim, we will have the right to 
claim a new term of government. 


Therefore, the PRD members must concern themselves with diligent work. 
Speeches, empty pranises amid cmstant campaigning no longer attract the 
people. They demand solutios to their most pressing problems. 


Unity is a necessity because no PRD member is capable of cmfrmting the left 
and the leaders alone. Salvador Jorge Blanco cannot govern without the party 
nor can Jacobo Majluta reach the presidency of the republic without the sup- 
port of Salvador Jorge Blanco and the secretary general of the PRD. 
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We PRD members have been the forgers of the democracy of this people. We 
fousht for 20 years against the tyranny. We opened the way to 5 July. We 
started the social cmsciousness of the country. We wm the first electims. 
We governed democratically in our first term. We fought against the coup 
d'etat. We created the conditims for the return of constitutimality in 
1906. We prevented the government of Dr Joaquin Balaguer from becoming a 
dictatorship. We won the electims in 1978. We cmtributed to the democrati- 
zation of our armed forces. We have respected human rights, abolished exile 
and political imprisonment and respected all political ideas, whether comu- 
nist or anticommunist. 


To complete our mission, we PRD members must examine our cmsciences and cor- 
rect our mistakes and errors as we approach 5 July. 


We inust return to the original sources of the PRD, its patriotic mystique, 
disinterested struggle and, especially, the brotherhood that comverted us 
into a loving and united family. 


We have time to recover lost ground but we must act som. Otherwise, it will 
be too late for a new electoral victory and it might be too late for the sur- 
vival of democracy itself. 

Jose Francisco Pena Gamez, secretary general 
2 July 1983 


Paper Hails PRD 
Santo Domingo LISTIN DIARIO in Spanish 5 Jul 83 p 6 
(Editorial: "The Arrival of the PRD"] 


[Text] Today is the 22nd anniversary of the arrival of the vanguard of the 
PRD m 5 July 1961. 


"nis anniversary has mainly partisan significance and will be celebrated in 
that fashion. 


However, it is also an important milestone in the modern political history 
f the Daninican Republic. 


Angel Miolan, Nicolas Silfa and Ramm Castillo were three of the vanguard, 
the initiators of free political debate in the Dominican Republic after Tru- 
iillo's death when the political will of the Dominicas remained paralyzed in 
incertainty and confusian. 


[he decisiom of the PRD, then a party in exile, to send three distinguished 
members to participate in public life under the assumption that there would 
be guarantees for democratic action was @ act of great courage. 


it put to test the sincerity of the guarantees offered by then President Joa- 
Quin Balaguer. It especially put to test Balaguer's ability to carry aut 
those guarantees. 
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The test was successful. 
It demmstrated the extraordinary organizatioal ability of Angel Miclan. 


After 5 July, the deployment of the people's energy toward the cmdquest of 
complete political freedom began. 


Finally the machinery of the dictatorship was destroyed. 


That process ended with the election of Professor Juan Bosch, the PRD candi- 
date, as president of the republic. 


Then came the coup d'etat of 1963. 


The PRD entered a period of electoral skepticism that led it first to civil 
war, then to labor violence, cmspiracies and electoral abstention. 


Then the PRD rediscovered electoral democracy through social democracy. 
Today it is in power through free electims. 


Electoral democracy has been the way to victory for the PRD m almost all 
occasions. 


The date 5 July is very important for the PRD. 
It is also importat for our country. 


It must be a democratic reaffirmation through the normal processes of expres- 
sim of the popular will. 


We send our cordial greetings to Angel Miolan, Nicolas Silfa and Ramm Cas- 
tillo, the pioneers of a political time which has great historical importance. 


1717 
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COUNTRY SECTION DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


PRESIDENT MEETS WITH ARMY, NATIONAL POLICE 

Comments Noted 
Santo Domingo LISTIN DIARIO in Spanish 2 Jul 83 p 2 
[Articles by Maximo Manuel Perez/ 


[Text] President Salvador Jorge Blanco said yesterday that the First 
Brigade of the National Army, besides setting an example of discipline, 
work, effort and sacrifice, symbolizes the pride of the armed forces and 
our national police." 


Speaking to high-ranking generals, officers and enlisted men of the armed 
forces and the national police assembled in the First Brigade together with 
the nation's leader, Jorge Blanco stressed that the troops stationed at 
that site located at kilometer 25 of the Duarte highway had a "permanent 
and on-going" dedication to physical exercise and to the "mental exercise 
which dignifies and inspires the Dominican soldier." 


Jorge Blanco stated that the First Brigade is a corps which "lends prestige 

to the nation's army, “and each of its members has a mission to accomplish." 
He said that that mission is centered in "a constant defense of our sovereign- 
ty as well as our independence," and that with "these well-trained soldiers 
there is no doubt that the nation has unshakeable support." 


President Jorge Blanco, after congratulating the commander of the unit, 

General Jaime Nunez Cosme, the assistant commander, Colonel Carlos A. Castillo \ 
Pimentel, and other members, emphasized the fundamental importance of their 

dedication to physical exercise and mental exercise. 


The chief of state expressed his satisfaction "to learn that beside these 
broad fields, where nature flourishes, the s.ldiers are working to make it 
increasingly productive, utilizing their ample resources." 


Jorge Blanco said that his visit to the First Brigade of the National Army 
was one of a series of other visits which he has made since last 16 August 
to all the detachments, barracks, camps and brigades of the armed forces 
and the national police. 
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"We have visited," he said, “military and police posts from the farthest 
corner of the republic to the very center of the nation, the capital, 
including of course this First Brigade." 


During his visit, General Nunez Cosme and Colonel Castillo Pimentel gave 
President Jorge Blanco a detailed account of the reforestation plan which 
is being carried out with the cooperation of the secretary of agriculture 
and the Forest Office. 


The chief of state was informed that more than 30,000 fruit and shade trees 
have been planted throughout the area of the post, which represents some 
10,000 pieces of work. General Nunez Cosme stated that there are plans to 
plant 100,000 trees in the area. 


President Jorge Blanco visited the training area, where he observed the 
details of a class of "squad tactics," taught by 2nd Lt Patriotino Zapata 
Ceballos. 


The president was also given information regarding the construction of 
tanks for breeding prawns, which will be used for consumption by military 
personnel, 


Jorge Blanco also attended an exhibition of military skill by various 
members of the ‘Juan Pablo Duarte’ first battalion and the ‘Francisco del 
Rosario Sanchez’ second battalion of the First Brigade. 


An explanation of the training exercises was given to the president by 
Lt Col Fernando A. Sanchez Aybar. Jorge Blanco also visited the transporta- 
tion area and the club. 


President Jorge Blanco attended the opening of a service center of the 
National Institute of Price Stabilization (INESPRE), which will supply food 
for the consumption of the civilian population which lives in the area of 
the post, and for the military. 


Mr Radhames Abreu Abreu, director of the National Program of INESPRE members, 
also took part in the ceremony. 


President Jorge Blanco bought a drink of orange juice from Mrs Justina 
Sanchez to alleviate the heat, when the ceremony of opening the INESPRE post 
had ended. 


President Jorge Blanco attended a demonstration of the assembling and 
disassembling of a M-16 rifle, done blindolded hy Pvt Arcadio Sanchez 
Adames. The president congratulated Sanchez Adames for the skill and speed 
with which he accomplished the action. 
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Officials Present 
Santo Domingo LISTIN DIARIO in Spanish 2 Jul 83 p 2 


{Text/ President Salvador Jorge Blanco yesterday held a meeting with high 
military commanders, and with the head of the National Police. 


All the chiefs of security of the military institutions, including those 
from the National Directorate of Investigations (DNI) and the National 
Police, also took part in the meeting with the president. 


(he meeting was held in the premises of the central command of the First 
Brigade of the National Army, after which President Jorge Blanco toured the 
various installations of the military unit. 


faking part in the meeting were the secretary of the armed forces, Lt Gen 
Ramiro Matos Gonzalez; the head of the Army, Maj Gen Manuel A. Lachapelle 
Suero; the head of the Dominican Republic's Air Force, Maj Gen Fernando 

Cruz Mendez, and the chief of the National Police, Maj Gen Felex Hermida 
Gonzalez. Also taking part were the head of the navy, Vice Adm. Arturo Bordas 
Betances; the commander of the First Brigade of the Army, Brig Gen Jaime 
Nunez Cosme; and the assistant commander of the unit, Col Carlos A. Castillo 
Pimentel. Also the director of the DNI, Col Cerefino Diaz Bonilla, and 

the commander of the Sixth Battalion of the Army, Lt Col Tommy R. Fernandez 
Alarcon. Also present was Gen Ramon de Jesus Rodriguez Landestoy, chief of 
the Corps of Military Aides. 


President Jorge Blanco arrived at the premises of the Army's First Brigade 
at 9:30 am. He was accompanied by Lt Gen Matos Gonzalez and Gen 
Rodriguez Landestroy, as well as other members of his entourage. 


The journalist Mario Mendoza, Presidential Press Director, also took part 
in the tour. 


President Jorge Blanco remained at the military base until around 2:00 pm, when 
when he returned to the National Palace to resume his daily work of attending 
to various matters of state. 
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COUNTRY SECTION DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


NATIONAL FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTION TO CAPITAL NOTED 
Santo Domingo LISTIN DIAKIO in Spanish 17 Jun 83 pp 1, 13 


[Text] The administration of the national district has an average monthly 
income of the order of 700,000 pesos, out of which 410,000 derive from 
special subsidies issued by the presidency of the republic. 


Out of this amount, virtually one million pesos are used up by the payroll 
of the city administration and the remaining 700,000 pesos are used to take 
care of the many services needed by the capital city. 


These announcements were made yestzrday by the treasurer of the national 
district, Raimundo Tirado Calcano, upon rejecting the statements of the 
Reformist representative Federico Antun Batlle to the effect that the 
present municipal administration, in the short time it has been in office, 
has received more aid than that received by all the previous administrations 
from 1966 to the present time, and that in spite of this the basic services 
have been neglected by the representative, Dr Jose Francisco Pena Gomez. 


Regarding the opinion of the Reformist leader, the treasurer of the National 
District pointed out that it shows his lack of information regarding munici- 
pal matters. 


It was at this point that the municipal official said that the city administra- 
tion has an average monthiy income of the order of RD$1,700,000 out of which 
only RD$410,000 derive from special subsidies issued by the executive power. 


lirado Calcano pointed out that the amount of the subsidy is certainly much 
lower than that received from this source by other municipal administrations. 


The treasurer of the district explained also that the contribution received by 
the city administration from August 1982 to the present date reached 
RD$800,000, equivalent to RD$88,889 per month. 


Mr Tirac» Caicano stated that the municipal budget of the Dominican Republic 
reaches the sum of RD$23,000,000 this year. 


In the opinion of the municipal official, that amount is ridiculous if one 
observes that the population of the national district is almost one-third of 
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the national population and that by analogy the latter can be compared with 
that of the big capitals of the world. 

"To get an idea of how meager this budget is," said Mr Tirado Calcano, "one 
only has to point out that the administration of the city of Madrid, which is 
similar in size to the city of Santo Domingo, handles a budget of $1.2 
billion and has a more disciplined population than ours, a condition that 
lowers the cost of municipal services. 

"The above indicates," the municipal treasurer continued, "that the adminis- 
trative budget of the national district does not even represent 2 percent of 
the budget of the city of Madrid. 


"In view of the above we ask ourselves: Where does engineer Antun Batlle 
get the information that the administration of the national district has 
handled large amounts of money and that Dr Pena Gomez has received more aid 
than all the other administrations put together, from the year 1966 to 
August 1982?" the municipal official asked. 


"Now then, the inhabitants of the district capital and of the nearby communi- 
ties do know of the extraordinary job done on their behalf by the administra- 
tion of the national district. A job that has been possible thanks to the 
extreme care with which we have handled the meager resources we receive," 
stated Tirado Calcano. 


"This job that we have performed, with great effort, depending of course on 
the cooperation of various public and private organizations and that of well 
disposed individuals, only a man of the caliber of Dr Jose Francisco Pena 
Gomez could have accomplished," the municipal treasurer concluded. 


9907 
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COUNTRY SECTION DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


EFFECTS OF RURAL EXODUS TO CITIES DESCRIBED 
Santo Domingo LISTIN DIARIO in Spanish 2 Jul 83 p 8-A 
{Article by Eunice Lluberes/ 


[Text] The acceleration of the exodus of the Dominican peasants to urban 
areas, the reduction in the laborers’ income level and the spread of infec- 
tious diseases are some of the economic and social effects attributed to 
the participation of some 74,000 Haitians in the national labor market. 


The lack of work opportunities in the rural areas, worsened by the increase 
of imported manual labor, contributes to the migration of the indigenous work 
force, who demand better working conditions than those the owners of tobacco, 
coffee, sugar cane and rice farms grant to the Haitian laborer. 


Field investigations carried out by government institutions have determined 
that migration has become more urgent in the last few years. 


Some sectors believe that the penetration of the market by the imported 
manual labor has been possible only because the Dominicans abandon the rural 
areas, leaving the everyday farm work to others, in an attitude similar to 
that of Osorio in the 17th century. 


This situation has been summarized in an editorial of last Thursday the 22nd, 
in the newspaper LA INFORMACION, in which an analogy is made between the 
abandonment of Osorio and what is happening in the Dominican rural areas 

in the 20th century. 


In the same way as the desolation of the 17th century made possible the 

birth of Haiti, when large areas were left open to foreign occupation, the 
present peasant exodus produces similar effects, inasmuch as it .permits others 
to come and do the work that is the concern of the Dominicans. 


the living conditions of the peasants become more difficu.t every day and 
the natural alternative is to move to the cities. 


Even the Haitians themselves are beginning to migrate to urban areas where they 
work in the construction industry, in service jobs and as peddlers. 
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They Lose Opportunities 


Given that jobs in the farms are seasonal, the farm laborer depends on 
several products to keep himself occupied most of the time. Those Dominican 
workers who still prefer the rural areas often lose job opportunities because 
the jobs are offered to groups of Haitians. 


Eventually the farm laborer is forced to migrate to the city and to depend on 
underemployment to survive and the miserable urban throngs. 


This situation is prevalent on coffee farms and farms of other types, and has 
been verified by official investigators, according to a study of farm 
laborers done by the National Office for Planning (ONAPLAN). 


In the job of weeding the coffee plants, where the wages of the domestic and 
the imported manual labor are different, the displacement of the Dominican 
worker is more prevalent. 


those who have studied the problem have pointed out that if there were no 
imported manual labor, the Dominicans would work at the agricultural jobs, 
including cutting sugar cane. It would suffice to improve the living and 
working conditions. 


It has been pointed out also that since the wages for the manual labor 
remain low, the domestic laborer does not receive sufficient income to 
improve his standard of living. 


in general the situation seems to encourage the inefficiency of the agricul- 
tural producer because if he had to pay higher wages for the manual labor, 
productivity would increase. 


[t is estimated that starting 2 years ago the coffee producers and owners of 
farms in El Cibao started to give preference to the Haitian laborer. This 
worker is not afraid of the severity of the farm job, is more tractable 

and demands smaller wages. 


In the southern part of the country the participation of the Haitian manual 
laborer has been going on for decades. 


The harvesting of coffee with Dominican manual labor implies better salaries, 
good food, adequate sleeping accommodations, electric energy and transporta- 
tion. 


Under these conditions the cost of a Dominican laborer is twice that of a 
Haitian. 


The basic factors that have determined the extensive penetration of the 
Haitian manual laborers in the area of Cibao are similar to these of other 
areas: low wages, bad working conditions and docility in claiming rights. 
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The Haitian participation, specifically in the coffee harvest, has diminished 
the income of the Dominican laborer because the procucers use squads of 
foreigners who collect the product more rapidly. This decreases the number 
of days a native laborer can work and, consequently, his salary. 


Besides, the fact that the job is seasonal takes the incentive away from the 
Dominican harvester. 


Social Consequences 


The lower level of competence of the Haitian manual labor in relation to the 
Dominican, the working conditions existing in his country of origin, the 
level of development in his society and the scarcity of opportunities for 
productive work make him accept conditions that are relatively superior to 
those in Haiti. 


The low level of health of the Haitian people aggravates the Dominican 
health situation, and the high incidence of contagious diseases existing in 
Haiti is transmitted to the Dominican Republic. 


One of the most typical cases is malaria, which has been demonstrated to be 
directly related to Haitian immigration. 


An official report presented last year to the National Health Council points 
out that the incidence rate of malaria is strongly related to the presence 
of Haitians in the country. 


According to the report, the imported cases affect the epidemiological situa- 
tion of the malaria program to a considerable degree. 


An investigation to detect malaria carried out by health authorities with a 
sample of 49,027 Haitians showed that 1.2 percent of the tested population 
had the disease in 1979. 


During the first 6 months of 1980 it was discovered that 2.2 percent of the 
45,165 persons studied were suffering from malaria. 


The authorities concluded that malaria cases have gradually increased during 
the last 4 years. This coincides with the period in which the participation 
of the Haitian manual laborer in the Dominican labor market has increased. 


The country spent almost 1 million pesos in 1979 in programs to control 
malaria, so that in this manner a price was paid in order to obtain cheap 
manual labor. 


The Haitian population has a low health index and needs services that must 
be provided by the Dominican government. In Pedernales, it has been proven 
that Haitians, including pregnant women, cross the border in order to obtain 
hospital services. 
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it is calculated that every Dominican uses, through public health, 8 pesos 
in health services. This allows the official experts to assume that a popula- 
tion of 200,000 Haitians will use 1.6 million of the national budget annually. 


Recommendations 


(the study regarding the Haitian manual laborers proposes a series of recommen- 
dations to counteract the economic problems derived from the import of 

manual labor into a country with serious difficulties and a high incidence of 
unemployment. 


the tirst step would be to make the sugar cane harvest into a Dominican enter- 
prise, inasmuch as a high proportion of the Haitian manual laborers imported 
tor this work remain in the country illegally and dedicate themselves to work 
in the coffee harvest, in other agricultural activities and in the cities. 


Suggestions have been made to improve the salary level and to make the job 
of cutting the sugar cane less arduous; give the laborers plots of land that 
would permit them to complement their income, especially during periods of 
leas activity, which would help stabilize the manual labor forces needed in 
the sugar industry. 


Also the need to improve the living conditions in the settlements of the 

sugar cane workers by offering the public services necessary to maintain an 
adequate standard of living; promote the creation of settlements for the coffee 
workers in order to solve the problem of incursion and make production more 
scientific. 


Following are other recommendations: 


--Use part of the money obtained through the tax levied on coffee exports to 
improve the living conditions of the harvesters. 


--Carry out a campaign among the coffee producers who employ Haitians and 
explain to them how harmful this practice is to the best interests of the 
domestic economy. 


--Otter to the school population of the coffee-growing area courses in 
coffee industry production that would also include the importance to the 
Dominicans of participating in the coffee harvest. 


--Keep strict vigilance on the borders and carry out a coordinated effort 
with Haitian authorities. 


--Penalize, in accordance with the law, the proprietors of farms who maintain 
settlements for laborers in unhealty condition and also inadequate labor 
relations. 


--Carry out programs that. would permit the transportation of Dominican laborers 
under appropriate conditions to the location of the harvest. 


--Construct rural multiple-activity centers that could be used as economical 
dining places during the harvest, soas to offer better working conditions to 
domestic manuai laborer. 
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COUNTRY SECTION | DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


REMARKS ON VARIOUS INTERNAL PRD ISSUES 
Remarks by Pena Gomez 
Santo Domingo LISTIN DIARIO in Spanish 12 Jul 83 pp 1, 14 


/Article by Octavio Mata Vargas/ 


/Text/ Dr Jose Francisco Pena Gomez said yesterday that the La Estructura 
movement is now a reality, and that what must be done now is to keep its pre- 
mature electoral activities from harming the Dominican Revolutionary Party. 


As the trustee and secretary general of the PRD /Dominican Revolutionary Party/ 
indicated, it was with this view in mind that all the PRD members who would 
have organized within that political movement were summarily expelled from the 
PRD's ranks. 


Nevertheless, Pena Gomez clarified that this decision does not affect the members 
of La Estructura who are not members of the Dominican Revolutionary Party, 
because it does not have jurisdiction over citizens who are not organized 

within its ranks. 


Regarding the origin of La Estructura, the PRD leader said that The Structure 
began its activities practically the same day Dr Salvador Jorge Blanco was 
sworn in, something which, as he stated, means he began an electoral campaign 
at the wrong time, while the Electoral Advance Guard was organized within a 
few short months before the 1982 elections. 


He added that La Estructura, unlike the Electoral Advance Guard, is not limited 
to the winning over of personalities and notables, but has turned into a movement 
which also enlists militants from the PRD in its ranks. 


"It is true," as several members of the CEN /National Executive Committee/ 
reported that the tendency of Dr Salvador Jorge Blanco kept the so-called outer 
sector working at least 2 years before the opening of the electoral campaign, 
but in no case carried on an electoral campaign during the 4 years of the past 
period,” asserted the highest PRD leaders. 


Dr Pena Gomez referred to the subject in his speech of yesterday Monday in 
TRIBUNA DEMOCRATICA. 
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He also referred to his proposal, formulated last week before the CEN, for the 
members of the Committee of Withdrawn Members to be expelled. 


With regard to this, he meant that the rank and file of the PRD are being led 
astray by a group of "comrades" who confuse the program objectives of the 
organization with their personal problems. 


"This is how," Pena Gomez stated, "the opposition to the government arose due 
to the fact that the government has canceled thousands of PRD memberships, a 
fact which has emerged as a basic reason for fighting for a sector of the party 
membership in the national district." 


lie stressed that the leaders of the so-called Withdrawn Members Committee held 
a public demonstration against the president of the republic at a time when the 
president was attending a meeting at the State Sugar Council. 


He added that later on the Withdrawn Members Committee took over the meeting 
hall of the National Executive Committee, that was occupied for several hours 
to be the setting for acts of protest against the government and against the 
leadership of the party. 


In the judgment of the PRD director, "the illegal occupancy of the meeting hall 
of the CEN was a supreme act of insubordination which shows how little respect 
for the original principles of our organization remains." 


Dr Pena Gomez also stated that what he found reprehensible was not for the 
withdrawn members to claim their rights, but for them to do so assaulting the 
national headquarters of the party and carrying out protest actions against the 
president of the republic. 


He stressed that such acts have not been carried out even by the most aggressive 
organizations of the opposition. 


Problem of Santiago 


The secretary general of the PRD also referred to the crisis facing the municipal 
government of Santiago, saying that it has been agreed to observe that the PRD 
"had suffered irreparable damage in the province of Santiago, and that arduous, 
time-consuming work was needed to recover lost ground." 


He stressed that the Santiago town council has turned into a source of scandal 
for the PRD. 


He also said that the guilt for what is happening there falls on all the govern- 
ment officials of that municipal government, mainly on the PDR aldermen and 
trustee. 


On this point, he reported that the CEN decided to submit to the Discipline 
Council the aldermen who turn out to be directly responsible for the crisis by 
previous investigation and recalled submitting proposals to the trustee of 
Santiago for the purpose of seeking a solution to the case. 
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He similarly emphasized that the CEN of the PRD was not uninformed of the split 
the party has suffered in the city of Santiago, whose Municipal Committee has 
not met for some time. 


Pena Gomez meant that the Executive Committee accepted a proposal of his and 
decided on immediate dissolution of the Municipal Committee of its party in 
Santiago, and designated a commission to take charge of the work of reorganization. 


That commission is headed by the same Pena Gomez, and the other members are 
Vicente Sanchez Baret, Winston Arnaud and German Polanco. 


In general terms the PRD leader stressed that the CEN thought the premature 
struggle unleashed by the different groups w) “hin the party harmful to the party 
and ordered the dissolution of the Machinery, the Rescue group, the Renewal 
Movement and all other internal groups that have kept the organization deeply 
involved in a permanent debate which, he emphasized, has relegated to second 
place the fight against the strategic enemies of the organization. 


Reorganization 


Avain, Pena Gomez reported that the CEN of the PRD agreed to designate 10 
replacements and new national delegates to promote distinguished militants of 
that organization who have earned that promotion. 


He indicated that his restructuring of the CEN possibly will be implemented at 
next Thursday's session. 


The secretary general of the PRD also stated that it was decided to reorganize 
all the municipal and area committees in the country, getting ready to dissolve 
those which are not working adequately. The Consultative Commission will also 
be reorganized. 


He also reported that next Thursday the CEN will meet again to pinpoint how the 
national reorganization of the Dominican Revolutionary Party will be implemented. 


He Will Propose Action 


Dr Pena Gomez commented in another part of the speech he made yesterday that 
right now the government is under a crossfire of attack from both the Right 
and the Left, and emphasized that the internal struggles of the party were 
eroding its degree of popular support. 


"We will propose for an upcoming meeting of the CEN a coordinated action by the 
vovernment and the party in the national district and in the provinces to answer 
the call of the masses," the trustee of the district and PRD leader concluded. 
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Majluta; Pena Gomez Letter 
Santo Domingo LISTIN DIARIO in Spanish 15 Jul 83 pp l, 11 
/Article by R. Rodriguez Gomez/ 


/Text/ The Dominican Revolutionary Party last night expelled seven of its 
members which it links as part of "La Estructura" while among the PRD members 

in the capital and in the interior of the country there are hopes, for tomorrow, 
on Saturday, the organizations will meet to deal with the summary expulsion of 
other members who are in the same group. 


The president of the PRD, Majluta cautioned that in spite of the fact that 
accusations exist, some PRD members are attempting to exploit the situation to 
take steps against other members who are not guilty. 


Majluta, whom the "La Estructura" group sponsors for his presidential candidacy 
in the 1983 elections, pointed out that "let the comrades who take steps of 
this kind rest assured that the reverse will occur: that unjust decision will 
be reversed and they will probably be suspended and possibly expelled from the 
PRD." 


'he PRD members expelled last night because they belonged to La Estructura are: 
Nelson William Mendez, Andres Vanderhorts, Almanzor Gonzalez, Gustavo Lara, 
Mercedes Herasme Pena and Dr Norman de Castro. 


The CEN also agreed to suspend Rafael Vazquez (Fiquito), assistant to the 
secretary of the presidency, Hatuey De Camps, for disrespectful behavior to the 
president of the PRD, Jacobo Majluta. 


Again, the municipal committees of the whole country and the National District 
area committees have been called to hold a meeting tomorrow, on Saturday, and 

to proceed to apply the resolutions of the national executive committee of the 
Dominican Revolutionary Party to the summary expulsion of the PRD members who 

may participate as leaders or members of "the parallel organization called La 

Estructura." 


(he municipal committees of the whole country and the area committees of the 
National District have been called together to a meeting to be held tomorrow, 
Saturday, and to proceed to apply the resolutions of the national executive 
committee of the Dominican Revolutioanry Party to the summary expulsion of PRD 
meinbers who may participate as leaders or members of "the parallel organization 
called La Estructura." 


rhe secretary general of the PRD, Dr Jose Francisco Pena Gomez ordered this done 
and in a letter sent yesterday released the news to PDR organizations throughout 
the country and in the national district. 


Pena Gomez cautions that the secretary general who refuses to carry out his 
instructions, or blocks their being carried out in any way, "will once and for 
all be expelled from the ranks of the Dominican Revolutionary Party." 
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The text of Pena Gomez's letter to the secretaries general of the municipal 
committees and to the secretaries general of the area committees in the national 
district reads as follows: 


“They are instructed to the effect that the Executive Commission of that area is 
calling a meeting to be held next Saturday, and to proceed to apply the Resolu- 
tions of the National Executive Committee adopted on the 9th of the current 
month, regarding the summary expulsion of any PRD members who may participate 

as leaders or members of the parallel organization called La Estructura. 


"Any secretary general who refuses to carry out these instructions, or blocks 
carrying them out in any way, will once and for all be expelled from the ranks 
of the Dominican Revolutionary Party. 


"The report concerning the results of the meeting must be surrendered to the 
Political Commission of the party." 


Again, the PRD released a series of resolutions adopted in a meeting of the 
national executive committee held Monday night. These are: 


"lo expel, as indeed it expels, once and for all, the members of the so-called 
Committee of Withdrawn Members and apply adequate punishment to the members of 
the Dominican Revolutionary Party who in any way affirmed support for the 
existence of said committee and its activities. 


"To suspend, as it indeed suspends, for the period of 1 month (starting 9 July, 
1983), Engineer Rafael Ulises Castillo wecause he spoke out in support of the 
activities of the so-called Committee of Withdrawn Members, consisting of 
picketing the president of the republic and of illegal occupancy of the meeting 
hall of the national executive committee of the Dominican Revolutionary Party. 


"To dissolve, as indeed it dissolves, the group called La Maquinaria as well as 
any other groups or associations constituted for the same purpose as the movement 
dissolved by the present resolution. 


"To authorize, as it indeed authorizes, the executive commissions of the area 
or municipal committees, or in their absence the committees themselves, to 
expel any member of the Dominican Revolutionary Party who may have joined, 
become a member of or participated in the activities of the so-called La 
Estructura group." 


Again, the PRD released the resolutions they are submitting to the National 
Council of Discipline of that party concerning Messrs Partenio Ortiz and Ernesto 
Castellanos who are accused of supporting wholesale withdrawals to the detriment 
of members of the PRD. 


12448 
CSO: 3248/1127 


108 





COUNTRY SECTION EL SALVADOR 


DUARTE'S SUPPORTERS RESPOND TO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
San Salvador LA PRENSA GRAFICA in Spanish 9 Jul 83 p 33 


[Paid advertisement by friends of Duarte and of the PDC: "Duarte Will Be 
Back Soon: Be Patient."; for more on this subject see JPRS 84054, 5 August 
1983, No 2718 of this series, pp 67-69] 


[Text] Those who are using the Chamber of Commerce as a barricade for their 
political campaigns directed at venting their rage and impotent destructive 
urges at Engineer Jose Napoleon Duarte, candidate to the presidency of the 
republic of the Christian Democratic Party, cannot hide their despair. 


They seize on any pretext to attack him and since they can find no valid 
reasons, they cling desperately to alleged statements uttered by Mr Duarte, 
to the effect that if the Right were to return to power, he would go under- 
ground. 


Jose Napoleon Duarte has stressed emphatically that such statements attributed 
to him by the foreign press are a distortion of what he said and he has 
insistently voiced the democratic credo and peaceful calling, answering for 
more than 20 years of struggle for the improvement of our nation. 


This attitude neither satisfies nor convinces those who, come what may, 
make desperate efforts to turn Engineer Duarte into a potential subversive. 
And what big arguments do they give? Out-of-context quotations from his 
book "Communitarianism For a More Human World," whose very title makes them 
act unmanageably psychotic, plus a few unfortunate experiences they claim 
to have had with Engineer Duarte when he was a member and president of the 
Revolutionary Government Junta, when they were unsuccessful in making him 
yield to their pressure tactics the way previous presidents usually did. 
Now, according to the ideologists in the House, it so happens that the image 
our country has abroad is Duarte's fault and they add ludicrously that if 
Reagan's policy comes to grief, it will be Duarte's fault, and speak of how 
Duarte "blackmails" the American president. 


Those who are hiding behind the smokescreen of the Chamber of Commerce, 

long ago lost not only their sense of reality, but also their most elementary 
respect for the Salvadoran people, whom they still think they will catch 
unawares with their ridiculous reasoning and their political opinions, 
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devoid not only of objectivity, but also of memory. They stubbornly refuse 
to recall the position the country was in when the Christian Democraticy Party 
together with the armed forces took over the government in January, 1980. 


They have forgotten the number of kidnappings and murders of important people 
in the economic and political life of the country; they have forgotten the 
invasions and violent seizures of factories, in which owners and managers 
were taken as hostages in order to demand wage increases, designed to cause 
bankruptcies and then the shutdown of factories; they have forgotten the 
sabotage against the members of the Chamber of Commerce, with the destruction 
of their warehouses and other businesses; they have forgotten the chaotic 
state of the country's financial system; they have forgotten that a large 
number of businessmen of all kinds were forced to leave the country and 
reside in Miami, Mexico and Guatemala; finally, they have forgotten that 

it was thanks to the energetic policy of the Revolutionary Government Junta 
that the factory shutdowns stopped, sabotage and kidnapping diminished, 

the solvency of the banking system was reestablished, and many businessmen 
could return to the country and continue their economic activities. 


Again, in honor of democracy and peace the doors were opened so that the 
sectors of the extreme Right could organize into parties and thereby compete 
for power, which they now exercise to a significant degree. To paraphrase 

a well-known adage, "No absent-mindedness is worse than refusing to remember." 


But things did not stop there. Beginning on 28 March, 1982, the party 
representing interests of the managers of the Chamber of Commerce achieved 
control of the ministries and institutions that hold the economic responsibility 
for the country, and the only thing they managed is .o bring our people to 
really critical conditions on the verge of despair. 


One of the main aims of the previous government in promoting the formation of 
political parties of all tendencies, was to institutionalize the political 
participation of all sectors by means of the instrument suitable for this 
purpose: political parties. This legitimate concern arose from the deep- 
seated strain our country had suffered for so many years during which 
institutions whose nature and political stance are apolitical, in practice 
turned into the most active and influential political groups in the life 

of the country. 


Nevertheless, the existence in this day and age of political parties of 
different tendencies does not satisfy the executives of the Chamber of 
Commerce and then they hoist the flag of shameless electoral policy and 
try to camouflage it with false election posters on "defense of the free 
world and democracy" and yell blue murder when faced with the mere 
possibility that the Central Elections Council may listen to them. 


Such hypocrisy is limitless, especially when you reflect that many statements 
outside TONO for which the executives of the Chamber of Commerce are 

responsible, show the frustrated -aspirations of more than one politician who 

by not taking a stand in time was robbed of leadership in the party, which 
logically should have promoted him and put him into the presidential competition. 


Friends of Duarte and of the PDC. 


12448 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


PPP DELEGATION DISCUSSES CITY PROBLEMS WITH CAPITAL'S MAYOR 
Georgetown MIRROR in English 10 Jul 83 pp 2-3 


[Text] Last Wednesday a delegation headed by Gail Teixeira of the PPP 
Georgetown District Committee had a meeting with the Deputy Mayor of 
Georgetown to express the PPP's deep concern for the numerous outstanding 
problems facing the population of Georgetown, as well as to put forward 
proposals which can help in resolving these burning problems. The delega- 
tion also included City Councillors Harold Snagg and Lawrence Ramsammy 

and other District representatives. 


Among the problems affecting the citizens which the delegation raised with 
the acting Mayor was the severe water shortage. In relation to the quality 
and its infrequent supply, certain areas are worse than others such as 
Campbellville, South Ruimveldt, Lodge and especially Section B Cummings 
Lodge where residents have to dig deep below standpipes. Under sanitation 
and environment the delegation deplored the sanitary conditions in many slum 
yards in the city which have no toilet facilities, some are overflowing 
which poses a health hazard to citizens, particularly children. Recently 
12 children were sent to the paediatric clinic with horrible skin rashes. 
Even the effluence of culverts are pouring into streets where people walk, 
and the delegation warned of a possible outbreak of cholera, a disease 
largely due to improper cleaning of drains, poor sewerage systems and water 
supply. The question of the decadent sewerage system was highlighted. 


The PPP delegation called on the Council to ensure that health inspectors 
see that pit latrines and septic tanks are cleared frequently; for rent 
freeze restrictions on low income housing; reduction of the onerous taxes 
on ratepayers; and to increase the salaries of municipal workers. 


Several burning problems were raised by the delegation including inadequate 
garbage collection,need for weekly visit by a doctor or medex for the 
maternity clinics in Bel Air; the worsening conditions for inmates at the 
Palms; the growing crime syndrome; poor street lights; repair to roads; 
poor sanitary conditions at restaurants and betting shops, and impending 
closures of schools. 
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Deputy Mayor Claude Merriman in response said that the territory of George- 
town has been extended over the years thus multiplying the problems. He said 
the drug shortage will affect the provision of medical clinics, and currently 
23 persons are under training in the field of public health. Besides, the 
Council has embarked on a total rehabilitation programme of the decadent 
sewerage system. However, the water situation is expected to remain the 

same at least for another two years when the Mahaica-Mahaicony-Abary scheme 
will complete auxiliary works aimed at augmenting water supplies in the East 
Demerara region. He also promised to look into the problems facing people 

in the slum yards within the next three months and to take heed to the 
outstanding matters which the PPP delegation had taken issue since August 
1981 when a similar delegation visited the Mayor. 


CSO: 3298/818 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


BURNHAM DENOUNCES ‘DISGUSTING’ VENEZUELAN PROVOCATIONS 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 9 Jul 83 pl 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


3298/818 


POR T-OF-SPAIN 


(AP) — Guyanese President 


Forbes Burnham yesterday accused Venezuela of 
“disgusting” provocations ranging from landing a 
military helicopter in Guyana to naming a patrol 
boat after the Essequibo region which Venezuela 


claims. 

Venezuela claims some 
58000 square miles, or 
two-thirds of Guyana’s 
land. 

The two sides agreed 
this year to allow the 
United Nations 
Secretary-General to 
decide the means of 
settling the controversy. 

“We expect him to 
take steps to pursue this 
duty, or obligation, 
shortly’, said Burnham, 
who spoke to reporters 
after a quick nap bet- 
ween the 5.30 a.m. ad- 
journment and fresu:op- 
tion six hours later of 
the Caribbean Com- 
munity (Caricom) 
Summit. 

“In the meantime, 
Venezuela has been 
violating our air space 
and our land area. 
Recently there was a 
very provocative act. 


Venezuela purchased 
three trol boats and 
named one of them 


‘““Essequibo’’, Burnham 
said. 
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He said a Venezuelan 


military helicopter 
landed at a Guyanese 
outpost, and that 
Venezuela at an in- 
ternational com- 
munications conference 
recently, claimed the 
radio airwaves over 
Essequibo. 


“And there seems to 
be a school of thought 
judicially in Venezuela 
that anyone born inside 
the Essequibo doesn’t 
have to apply for 
Venezuelan citizenship, 
but is a Venezuelan 
citizen’, Burnham said. 

All that taken together 
is ‘‘rather disgusting’, 
he said. 

Burnham said Guyana 
was ‘‘satisfied’’ with 
Caricom’s reaffirming of 
its earlier statement of 
support for Guyana and 
Belize. 





COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


COST OF IMPORTS DOWN IN 1982, BUT EXPORTS ALSO DROP 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 15 Jul 83 pp 4-5 


[Article by Leon Walcott] 


[Text] During 1982 Guyana was able to restrict its imports to 872,7 
million dollars from the previous year's total of 1,2 billion (G) dollars. 


The drop in the import bill was however, not accompanied by the desirable 


increase in exports which declined from 953,5 million dollars in 1981 to 
775,1 million dollars in 1982. 





This decline in trade 
resulted in an increase in 
this country’s trade 
deficit which moved 
from 29 million dollars in 
1981 to 98 million by the 
end of 1982. 

As in the previous 
year, the country’s trade 
deficit has resulted 
mainly from un- 
favourable trade 
balances with Colombia, 
Cuba, the German 
Democratic Republic, 
India, the USA and the 
USSR. 

On the positive side 
however, trade with 
Canada, Caricom 
ae 4 (except 

rini and ‘Tobago), 
Japan, the -United 
Kingdom and Venezuela 
remained in Guyana’s 
favour. 

Trade with Brazil 
moved from a deficit of 
19 million dollars in 1981 
toa surplus of three 
quarter millign last yea.. 

Figures frem the 
statistical bureau of the 
Ministry of Economic 
Planning and Finance 
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show that this country’s 
major export earners 
continued to be bauxite, 
rice and sugar which 
brought in 281 million, 60 
million and 272 million 
dollars respectively last 
year. In 1981 these three 
commodities earned 429 
million, 110 million and 
340 million dollars 
respectively. 

Other commodities 


such as wood and wood - 


products, shrimps, 
alcoholic beverages 
pharmaceuticals an 
cosmetics also made 


large contributions to 
this country’s foreign 
earnings in 1982. 

The figures revealed 
that during 1982, wood 
and wood products 
earned 15 million, 
shrimp -- 11 million, 
alcoholic beverages -- 
nine million, phar- 
maceuticals -- five 
million and cosmetics -- 
three million dollars. 
While earnings from 
wood and wood products, 
shrimp and_phar- 
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maceuticals showed an 
increase in 1982 over the 
1981 figures, earnings 
from alcohol and 
cosmetics declined. The 
figures also revealed 
that confectionery, 
spices, coffee and_ fruits 
earned reasonable 
amounts of foreign ex- 
change. 

According to the 
figures, the nature of 
Guyana's imports 
showed one major 
change in emphasis. For 
example, wheat flour 
imports declined from in 
excess of 3@ million 
dollars in 1981 to just 
ever It million dollars in 
1982. 

Of some significance is 
the fact that Guyana 
was able to reduce its 
petroleum bill from in 
excess of 427 million in 
1981 to 327 million last 
year. ‘ 

Other major imports 
during 1982 were fer- 
tilizers - 30 million, milk 
and cream -- 24 million, 
animal feed -- 14 million, 
animal and_ vegetable 
oils - 11,1 million, drugs 

five million, eggs - 
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five million, tobacco -- 
two million and cheese -- 
two million dollars. 

During 1982, the United 
Kingdom was Guyana’s 
largest customer pur- 
chasing 220 million 
dollars’ worth of goods, 
24 million more than in 
1981, while selling this 
country 98,3 million 
dollars in goods. 
Trinidad and Tobago 
continued to be the 
largest seller of goods to 
Guyana with 332 million 
dollars in commodities. 
This was however down 
from the 1981 figure of 
415,2 million. But, oil 
accounted for 327 millon 
dollars of that country’s 
1982 exports to Guyana. 
..Guyana’s second 
largest customer in 1982 
was the USA_ which 
purchased 113,5 million 
dollars in goods, some 45 
per cent less than the 
previous year’s pur- 
chases. Guyana’s im- 
ports from the USA in 
1982 also declined. While 
purchases ia 1981 was 
306 million dollars, last 
year it was only 165 
million dollars. 


The trade balance with 
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the European Economic 
Community was in an 
unfavourable position 
with Guyana buying 73 
million dollars in goods 
while selling the com- 
munity 69,2 million 
dollars in cor.modities. 

This reflected a 
reversal of the 1982 
position in which this 
country sold the com- 
munity 101,5 million 
dollars in goods while 
buying 78 million. 

A review of the trade 
figures indicates that 
Guyana’s unfavourable 
trade balances resulted 
mainly from the large 
degree of foreign inputs 
especially oil, required 
to keep production going. 
In some cases, imports 
are re-exported after 
some modifications and 
this has accounted for 
72,6 million dollars in 
1982 compared to 20,7 
million in 1981. 

..It is felt that if by 
some mechanism, this 
country can reduce its 
oil bill by some 30 per 
cent, a é favourable 
balance of trade position 
would result. 

(GNA) 











COUNTRY SECTION 


PRC PLACES $2.5-MILLION ORDER FOR 12 TIMBER SPECIES 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 15 Jul 83 p 8 


[Text ] 


CSO: 32 


THE Guyana Forestry 
Commission is_ seeking 
suppliers of some one 
dozen species of local 
timber to meet an order 
received from the 
People’s Republic of 
China 


The order from China 
is for over $2,5 million 
(G) worth of timber 
including quantities of 
some of Guyana’s lesser- 
used species. A contract 
for it was signed Good 
Friday. 

Forestry Commission 
Marketing Manager 
Holferd Simon indicated 
that some small! timber 
firms may be able to 
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cash in on the present 


tunity, especially 
s the order is for 


8. 
2 usual  con- 
ditions, the Commission 
has about eight regular 
suppliers who meet 
overseas orders. These 
suppliers, however, are 
not generally interested 
~ meeting orders for 
, it was reported. 

“The Commission ex- 
to meet the latest 
order in two 
shipments, the first in 
A t and the other 

probably in November. 
The Marketing 
Manager explained that 
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China has been buying 
logs from Guyana over a 
number of years with 
large shipments being 
made in 1972-73 and 1978- 
79. 

The Chinese buyers 
have added lesser known 
species to their orders 
after these varieties 
were introduced by the 
Commission. 


The ies required to 
fill m3 es order 
are: Korokororo, Dukaili, 


Wamara, Tatabu, Kereti 
and Brown Silverballi, 
Simarupa, Hububalli, 
Purpleheart, Locust, 
Suya, and Determa. 
(GNA) 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


DETAILS OF BAUXITE STRIKE GOALS, SETTLEMENT REPORTED 


Provisions of Agreement 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 16 Jul 83 pp 1, 2 


[Text] 


THE management of 
(,uymine and the two 
unions in the bauxite in- 
dustry late yesterday 
afternoon signed an 
agreement for a_ full 
—— of work on 
i y= thus bringin 
the six-week old strike is 
the industry to an end. 

The terms of resumption 
were signed at the 
Ministry of Manpower and 
Co-operatives, with 
Minister Kenneth Denny 
as Chairman and the 
Guyana Trades Union 
Congress witnessing the 
signing. 

0 of the main clauses 
agreed on state “‘that in 
order to facilitate full 
resumption of work, the 
company shall with effect 
from July 18, 1983, restore 
the five-day (40 hours) 
work-week in all the 
sections and to all the 
categories which were 
affected by the in- 
troduction of the three-day 
(24 hours) work week,” 
and 

“The union agrees to 
withdraw the letter dated 
May 25th, 1983, which 
informed the company of 


the intention to stage 

protests” as from Thur- 

sday, June 2, 1983, and 

every Thursday 
fter. 

“It was further agreed 
that the company and the 
union undertake to co 
operate with each other 
and if necessary, to make 


Ministry of Energy and 
the 


Food Monitoring Com- 
mittee and-or other 
relevant agencies with a 
view to achieving a more 
efficient and satisfactory 
system of supply and 
distribution of food. 

Other aspects of the 
agreement stipulate that 
there shall be no vic- 
and-or_ in- 


timisation 
either 


timida tien by 
; a 
Porta the period of strike 
shall not be regarded as a 
break in service of the 
workers who were on 
strike. 
It was also said: 


shall undertake the 
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following :— 

(i) to meet to discuss and 
examine within the 
period of 17 days 
commencing July, 20, 
1983 and concluding 
August 5, 1983, the 
economic cir 

. cumstances in the in- 
dustry which led to the 
reduction of the work 
week and to make 
recommendations for 
the immediate 
reduction of the com- 


pany's operating costs; 
an 
(ii) that at the conclusion 


of (i) above, the 

company and the union 
shall contime to meet 

with a view to devising 
such measures that 
could be introduced to 
ensure the economic 
viability of the en- 
terprise. 

During the signing, 
passing remarks were 
made about the fact that 
the signing took place on 
the anniversary of the 
nationalisation of the 
bauxite industry. The 
bauxite industry was 
nationalised on July 15, 
1971. 
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Lewis Remarks to MIRROR 
Georgetown MIRROR in English 10 Jul 83 p l 


[Text] Despite heavy rounds of talks between the bauxite unions and Guymine 
to find agreement on back-to-work terms there are indications that the 35-day 
old strike would continue. 


Up to press time the negotiating parties were still battling to break the 
deadlock and to end the crippling strike in the bauxite industry. Stephen 
Lewis, General President of the Guyana Mine Workers’ Union, in a brief 
interview with the MIRROR in between meetings said the parties have 
‘narrowed down’ the differences but there are still some ‘fine points' to 
be cleared. He said Guymine has agreed in principle to revert back to the 
40-hour work week which has been slashed to 24 hours which act sparked off 
the strike on June 6. 


Mr Lewis said his Union wants to leave the ‘bargaining table with the workers 
getting the ‘greatest possible protection and security.' He opined that 

he was not optimistic for an early resumption because of the delaying tactics 
considering the 'kind of elements we have to deal with.’ He pointed to the 
position of some who want to prolong the strike so as to 'break the Union.' 


"The same forces have been busy at Linden approaching strikers at their homes, 
with some harassment by the police of members who have political views of 
their own,’ said the General President. Five persons have been arrested 
recently by the Linden police. 


From Linden it is understood that the workers are holding out, although some 
strike-breakers and scabs have been employed to keep going a semblance of 

production. At Kwakwani there is a standstill in the operations. The Union 
has held several meetings with members where leaders of sister unions spoke. 


Union sources said the workers on strike have been receiving strike relief 
and that the solidarity from the Linden Community and affiliates has been 
good both morally and financially. The food situation in the government 
outlets is still far below the level needed to adequately supply consumers. 
Rice, sugar, cooking oil, salt and other essential items are still scarce. 


In the meantime the PNC continues its propaganda war on the workers with 
appeals for a return to work in widely-distributed and unsigned 'FACT SHEETS.' 
The latest one accused the Union of reducing the work week from five to four 
days by calling a one day protest strike for adequate food supplies. It also 
disclosed that the nationalised industry is currently losing $9 million per 
month. And interestingly, the sheet said that on Wednesday, May 18, Guymine 
issued a circular explaining the situation which 'very few people took 
seriously.' 
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GAWU Support 
Georgetown MIRROR in English 10 Jul 83 p 1 


[Text] The Guyana Agricultural and General Workers’ Union has reported a 
successful Regional Conference held at LBI on Sunday, July 3, at which more 
than 250 delegates attended from LBI, Houston, Enmore and other estates. 


Speaking to the Mirror, GAWU Communications Officer James Dastajir said it 
was the first of three Conferences. He explained that these Conferences 
are being held annually on a decision taken at the last union Congress 
when it was decided to extend the period between Congresses to three years. 
The next series of Conferences is fixed for early next year. 


General Secretary Ram Karran reported to the Conference on the work of the 
Union for the past year. The participants then grouped into ten commissions 
and discussed various areas of work. Several recommendations were made which 
the Union intends to consider for implementation. 


Nine resolutions were passed at the one-day event. One of them expressed 
full support for the striking bauxite workers currently on a struggle to 
get Guymine to re-introduce a 5-day work week which has been slashed 
recently to three days. 


Other resolutions dealt with the food situation, a denunciation of the 
International Monetary Fund, guarantees for a full work week, the poor 
housing situation, the NIS and support of the struggle for world peace 
and against war and the arms race perpetuated by the imperialists. 


In the meantime, Guysuco has announced the start of the year's second 


crop which starts this week at Skeldon. The crop's target is set at 
193,905 tons of sugar. 


CSO: 3298/816 
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FOOD PROBLEMS PERSIST; GOVERNMENT INEFFICIENCY HIT 
Sugar Shortages 
Georgetown MIRROR in English 10 Jul 83 p 4 


lText] The sugar shortage is still acute. There is little evidence to show 
that either the Ministry of Trade or the Guyana Sugar Corporation is doing 
anything to ease the crisis. The major problem appears to be transportation 
costs to city shops and to other outlets in the rural areas. Because of the 
shortage, profiteers are having a field day exploiting consumers. 


Over the past week thousands of consumers queued up outside Guyana Stores 
daily hoping for supplies. The throng is so huge that management sells 
outside and not inside the store. 


[t is also observed that there are two queues...one for old people and another 
for the others. Several persons are said to have collapsed in the queues and 
had to be rendered first aid. Horse guards are stationed on the sidewalk 
which leads to Guyana Stores, 


Guysuco issued a statement two weeks ago claiming that much more than the 
normal amount of sugar has been released so far, and that hoarding may 
obviously be taking place. Despite this statement, there is no report of 
any investigation having been launched to track down the missing quantities 
of sugar, and to inform the public and the courts where they are destined or 
who has them in their possession. 


Observers point out that this type of investigation is not difficult to 
pursue. Informed sources further say that Guysuco has adequate amounts of 
sugar on hand and its second crop is due to start in a few days" time. 

There is however, no sugar in the shops, and even cane cutters and other sugar 
workers are experiencing hardships in finding sugar to buy. 


Criticism of Rice Board 


Georgetown MIRROR in English 10 Jul 83 p 4 


[Text] Consumers who go to the Water Street premises of the Guyana Rice 
Board (GRB) to buy rice have complained to the MIRROR about various spurious 
excuses being given them by management officials as to why they cannot get 
supplies. Vendors have also complained about lies being told to them by 














certain officials. Both consumers and vendors are objecting to the excuses 
and the lies and are calling for more efficiency at the GRB Water Street bond 
and sales outlet. Radio announcements have advised consumers to go to the 
Board for rice if they cannot obtain it locally. 


Because of the inefficiency there is frequently a shortage of rice. However, 
even if there is a temporary shortage of rice at the Board, officials continue 
to issue quotas and receive money for purchases. Thousands of bags of rice are 
at present owed to local buyers who are having a hard time collecting what 
they have paid for weeks ago. On each working day scores of household buyers 
and vendors could be seen milling around the premises awaiting their turn 

for consignments. 


[t is understood that some vendors and their agents spend many days in this 
manner waiting for their rice. While this prevarication goes on, consumers 
in the municipal markets are left without supplies. 


Some days ago as many buyers impatiently congregated outside the Water 
Street premises of the Board, they saw huge amounts of rice being loaded 

on trucks clearly bound for Guyana Stores, the KSI outlets, leading super- 
markets, special co-op shops and other selected destinations. Suddenly when 
they thought their turn had come, they were informed that the ‘blender had 
broken down.’ 


After waiting for some hours and observing no activity, a few adventurous 
persons went into the premises to see for themselves what is taking place. 
They were shocked to discover that the blender was in perfect working order 
but that there was no rice to blend. In fact there was no rice at the 

Board. The workers at the blender told them that it is not their fault, 

but management's. This information was conveyed to the other buyers outside. 


Much later a few trucks rolled in with rice from outlying areas. These 
loads were promptly blended and shipped out again. On that occasion some 
vendors managed to collect small portions of their quotas while householders 
were given one or two bags each. MIRROR has also learnt that government is 
seeking to maximise its rice exports at this time and that during the week 
vessels were being loaded elsewhere with rice taken directly from the silos 
to the port facility. 


In the meantime at the Caricom Summit in Trinidad the Guyana delegation has 
undertaken to sell more rice to the Region. The new buyer is Dominica. 
However, St Vincent is complaining about late rice shipments from Guyana 
because of which there was a severe shortage recently. Justice, the 
newspaper of the United People's Movement (UPM) in its issue dated June 1/7, 
1983 remarked: 


"During the shortage which has been going on for over a month, Vincentian 
consumers have suffered great inconvenience. Besides, the increased demand 
for ground provisions grown locally has resulted in a steep increase in 
price. To make matters worse, customs officials and police have stepped up 
their seizure of any rice being brought into the country illegally." 
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MIRROR understands from sources in the rice belt that the state-run silos 
and bonds are crammed with paddy, and that farmers are even drying paddy on 
the roadside. The bottleneck is in the slow milling process and in the 
inefficient requisitioning and transportation system. Becavse of these 


factors of inefficiency, both local and foreign buyers are experiencing rice 
shortages. 


Proposals for Rice Board 





Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 13 Jul 83 p 5 


[Text ] 


ANNA Regina — The 
Regional rice board 
must work closely with 


Regional Rice Action 
Committee which started 
its work in 1974. Its 


the rice farmers in functions have been 
Region Two to improve increased to ee 
the quality and increase monitoring of an B- 
the quantity of rice dustry’s operations 
produced in the region, the region. 


said Chairman of the 
Guyana Rice Board, 
(GRB). Oscar Clarke. 


Speaking at the 
inaugural meeting of the 
board, at the regional 
boardroom at Anna 
Regina last Friday, Cde 
Clarke said the Board 
was established to set 


The Board is made up 
of rice farmers and 
representatives of the 
regional administration 
and the GRB. 

Cde Clarke appealed to 
the nine-member board 
to justify its appointment 
by demonstrating keen 
interest in and a com- 


itment to improving 
as for the industry the industry’s operations 
and to effect PCRB in the region. 
monitoring of GRB Close contact must be 


operations. 


He noted that at this 
time, more than ever the 
farmers need the kind of 
support and assistance 
that would make their 
efforts successful. 


The Board is the second 
to be established in the 
country and replaces the 
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kept with the regional 
administration a the 
Central Rice Board to 
ensure that there is a Co- 
ordinated effort to im- 
prove the industry, he 
advised. 
Regional Democratic 
Councillor Stanley Reid 
has been elected to serve 
as the Board's first 
chairman. — (GNA). 








Fish Supply Problems 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 9 Jul 83 p 5 


[Text ] 


THE Guyana Fisheries 
Limited has blamed the 
non-compliance of 
private fishing vessels in 
bringing if the agreed 
amount of fish per 
month, and the present 
off-season for. fishing for 
that corporation’s 
inability to adequately 
supply consumers 
locally. 

Speaking to members 
of the press during a 
tour of the GF]. McDoom 
Processing Division, 
Plant Manager, Cde 
Gordon Small explained 
that in addition, con- 
sumers in Georgetown 
were affected because 
two refrigerator trucks, 
with a 15 000-pound 
capacity each. carried 
fish out of the city daily . 
And more fish was sent 
out of the city by trawler 
to the North West 
District. 

GFL and_oprivate 
trawler-owners had 
agreed that each 
shrimping trawler must 
bring in 4 000 pounds of 
fish per month to be sold 
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to that corporation, but 
many .trawlers were not 
delivering this amount 
and the GFL is now 
depending on the 
Ministry of Agriculture 
to take action against 
these defaulters. The 
Ministry announced last 
month that it may not 
renew the licences of 
such trawlers. 


Cde Small disclosed 
that the collector vessel, 
recently acquired by 
GFL to collect supplies 
of fish from. trawlers 
while still at sea, was not 
working and this added 
to the problem. 


He dismissed as un- 
true, complaints that fish 
delivered to Linden had 
partly deteriorated. The 
Plant Manager explained 
that fish sent there was 
as good as that sent to 
other places. Further, he 
ruled out the possibility of 

spoilage in transit by 
the heat of the sun 
because the refrigerator 
trucks protected 
the fish against the heat. 











Slam at Blackmarket Buyers 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 13 Jul 83 p 4 


[Text } 


THE blackmarket has become very 
much a part of our lives. And with its 
advent has come the huckster, that 
nascent, bustling breed that clogs im- 
migration facilities at the Timehri 
Intemational Airport and other ports of 
exif and entry in neighbouring countries, 
flooding the local blackmarket with 
consumer items at staggering prices. 

The hucksters are very visible as they 
surge from the airport‘’s Customs area, 
laden with parcels of varied dimensions, 
Squeezing into taxis to be whisked fo 
Georgetown and their eager customers. 

And who are their customers? Just the 
man in the street you say? Just those 
who buy a tin of Milo here and some bath 
soap there. 

Not really. The hucksters are much 
more organised than that. Their clientele 
includes big department stores . 

to which they trek, as 
regular as clock-work, with batches of 
shoes and other items. 

At other outlets, quotas of hard-to-get 
items are never put on display. By some 
mysterious process, such items find 
themselves in the clutches of hucksters 
who sell on the street and from their 
homes, at prices way above those which 
the outlets would have demanded. 

The venality of officialdom at outlets 
where this support of the grasping 
huckster is the norm must be condemned. 

The blackmarket problem is a child of 
the shortages that stem from an economy 
gone awry. We have fo live with it, until 
some time as foreign exchange is 
adequate enough to allow maximum 


importation. 
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And while we live with it, it cripples the 
purchasing power of citizens and fosters 
a disenchantment that makes life much 
more trying than it has to be. 

It is therefore, particularly wicked of 
officials to be so bent on making a suc- 
cess of their business that they solicit the 
services of hucksters, offering ©on- 
siderable infusions of capital that form 
the base for intense trading between the 
huckster and the man-in-the-streef. 


_ It is the purchaser and not the huckster 

who allows blackmarketing, one might 
say. But the official who throws scarce, 
essential items on to the blackmarket 
Stands condemned much more than 
either of these. 
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AUTHORITIES BAN WPA PUBLIC MEETINGS ON EVE OF PROTEST 


Police Action 


Georgetown OPEN WORD in English 11 Jul 83 p 4 


[Text] WPA release, Sunday, June 11, 1983--Between June 24 and July 9 the 
Commissioner of Police has banned five public meetings of the Working 
People's Alliance. The meetings were planned for Enmore and Skeldon, two 
Sugar estate communities, and Kara-Kara in the Mackenzie mining district. 

In the short period two meetings each for Skeldon and Kara-Kara were banned. 


The WPA declares that the fundamental rights to freedom of expression and to 


freedom of assembly have been violated without any reason or explanation, 
and in breach of written law. 


The bans come at a time when the WPA is promoting plans for a day of protest 
on Thursday, July 14 and when neither state outlets nor private shops are 
supplying newsprint or duplicating paper to the public. The WPA is pledged 
to a season of peaceful agitation until the supply of essential foodstuffs 


has been restored. The ban on public meetings is aimed at suppressing efforts 
to mobilise protest. 


The WPA will seek a High Court ruling on the exercise of police powers under 
the Public Order Act. 


The party is not relaxing the planned campaign of peaceful agitation. 
New Protest Plans 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 21 Jul 83 p 5 


[Text] GEORGETOWN, Wed., (Cana) 
OPPOSITION W People’s Al- 

(WPA), said today it had or- 
—* another “day of rest’ — 
turing go-siows in Government 
departments and in key industries — 
to get the Guyana Government to 
ease restrictions on some food im- 
Pe Tomorrow we will be urging peo- 


E> ~- away from s and 
, Government wareere % 
stage go-slows,” WPA co-chairm 
Fust Kwayana said. 


i 
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NOT PREPARED | 


“The aim is to show the ane 
ment that people are not pre 


to yo pon bn B its = 
ger and maln Bet hat 


By. laune 14, ed ts fia to nae M 
on 

the Goveramntnt a restric- 
pany Kd on imports of » includ- 


flour, cooking ail. and cheese. 

vernment has banned the im- 
— of several items, because 
a foreign exchange shortage trig- 
gered by reduced earnings from the 

rice, bauxite and sugar industries. 
Venders, sugar workers, market 
—_ operators ong taxi-drivers were 
who stopped working 
last ednesday, in response to the 


WPA call. 


3298/817 
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a claimed today that the 
fice” had been harassing tax? 
ivers, in an effort to stop them 

from responding to a second protest 


He estimated that more than 800 
taxis had been detained by the police 
for periods stretching from a few 
hours to a few days, ostensibly for 
checks on their roadworthiness. 


Kwayana also said 15 fenale WPA 
supporters, who had picketed a cor 
oes supporting the taxi drivers, ha 

arrested by the police. hey 
appeared in court today and have 
been remanded in custody. A second 
court a —— will be made on 
September 13 
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TUC CONDEMNS TERMINATION OF STRIKERS BY COMPANY 


Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 10 Jul 83 p 13 


[Text } 


CSO: 
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THE General 
Secretary of the Guyana 
Trades Union Congress, 
Cde Joseph Pollydore, 
said that the TUC could 
not support the decision 
of an employer to 
dismiss or terminate the 
services of workers on 
strike for whatever 
reason. 

At the time Cde 
Pollydore, just back 
from an executive 
meeting of ORIT held in 
Norway at which trade 
union rights and full 
employment were 
discussed, was com- 
menting on a statement 
by the management of 
Seals and Packaging 
Industries Ltd., in 
relation to workers now 
on strike. 

The company in a 
statement said that Seals 
and Packaging 
Industries cannot help 
but come to the firm 
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conclusion that ac 

cording to the terms of 
the contract of the 
workers on strike, they . 
have by design ter... 
minated their em.- ' 
ployment’ with the 
company. 

The workers went on 
Strike on Wednesday to 
back demands for the 
company to recognise 
NAACIE as their sole 
bargaining agent. The 
Guyana Labour Union is 
also seeking’ to 
represent the workers of 
the company. 

Cde. N.K. Gopaul, 
General Secretary of 
NAACIE, said in a 
statement yesterday that 
the union views very 
seriously the company’s 
action, which could 
aggravate . the 
present issue. He ac- 
cused the company of 
retaliatory measures, 
including lockouts, 
_against the workers. 
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BETTER CONDITIONS FOR GOLD, DIAMOND MINERS DISCUSSED 
Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 10 Jul 83 p 24 


[Text ] 





MEMBERS and 
prospective members of 
the Gold and Diamond 
Miners’ Association Ltd 
were Thursday told of 
steps already bei 
taken to increase gol 
and diamond production 
and to improve the lot of 
the local miners. 

The miners, including 
porkknockers and dredge 





owners, were  par- 


ucipating in the largest 
meetings so far of the 
newly formed 
organisation, held at the 
North Road, Lacytown 
office of the Interior 
Transportation Com- 
pany. 

The executive, led by 
President Eugene 
Adams , was elected at 
a meeting of 17 miners in 
June, and on Thursday 
they reported on 
discussions . with 
government and private 
sector and other of 
ficials. In addition to 
ropresenting miners’ 
interests . the 
association is to pursue 
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the developing of mining 
techniques and training. 


According to the 
executive, the Miners’ 
Association has already 
rm ge an increased local 

old price of $2 000 , on 

e basis that the present 
price is below production 
costs. It is also proposed 


that miners receive 20. 


per cent of their 
production in foreign 
currency. 

The executive also 
reported favourable 
discussions with oil 
companies for 50 per 
cent two-month credit on 
fuel bought by miners. 


There are also plans for. 


the association to act as 
an intermediary between 
its members and 
financial institutions in 
credit transactions. 


Discussions have also 
reportedly been entered 
into with foreign 





agencies for supplies of 
spare parts and equip- 
ment through grants and 
other means. The 
essociation would 
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organise and be the sole 
distributor of the spares. 

During the meeting, 
individual miners put 
forward suggestions as 
to the way they believed 
the association should 
function. 

One suggestion. im- 
mediately accepted by 
the executive was that 
the executive committee 
of the organisation 
should include 
representatives of all 
categories of miners for 
example diggers and 
divers. 

Views were also ex- 
changed on the 
suitability of the present 
membership fee of $300 
and the possibility of 
instituting a monthly 
subscription to _ help 
finance the work of the 
association. Up to 
Thursday og the 
association had 
registered 33 full 
members. 

The next meeting of 
the association has n 
fixed for Wednesday, July 
27. 
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NEW CONSTITUTION ON AGENDA FOR AUGUST PNC CONGRESS 
Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 17 Jul 83 pl 


[Text ] 





AN AMENDED party 
constitution, the most 
important changes of 
which relate Bo the 
regional system, will be 
presented for approval of 
jon’ c at Fifth 
lennial Congress of the 
ruling People’s National 
Congress in August. 
According to Party 
Chairman, Vice-President 
Cammie Ramsaroop, this 
Congress which runs from 
August 14 to 21, is to be 
attended by more than 
3000 delegates and ob- 
servers from Guyana’s 10 
regions and delegations 
from 67 fraternal parties 
and organisations over- 
seas, as well as 
representatives from 
overseas Guyanese 
organisations. 

peaking at a Press 
briefing yesterday at the 
National Film Centre, 
Homestretch Avenue, Cde. 
Ramsaroop said that this 
Congress is very im- 
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oot Hy ~~ will zs 
0 prese 
economic crisis, ‘‘a crisis 
the likes of which Guyana 
has never before ex- 
perienced,’’ he com- 
mented. 

Discussions, highly 
responsive to the present 
fake full cognisance’of the 

e 
fan-out exercises being 
carried out by the party 
lea , he added. 

The Party chairman 

of on Comben will 

t 
the address by the 
Leader, President Forbes 
Burnham. This address, 
he said, will be wide- 
and is expected to 
deal with the Party’s 
stewardship over the last 
two years, the successes 
achieved and problems 
encountered by the nation, 
and some of the actions 
the people could take in 
overcoming these 
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PPP URGES ARMING OF CITIZENS IN FACE OF CRIME WAVE 
Georgetown MIRROR in English 10 Jul 83 p 1 


[Text] As the wave of armed holdups continues in various parts of the 
country every now and then a dramatic event is reported. Two gangsters 
are now in the PHG nursing gunshot wounds inflicted by a man they held up 
in his home. 


The incident occurred recently in D'Urban Street, Georgetown. Three armed 

men gained entrance to the businessman's home and held him up. The man 
promptly whipped out a revolver and opened fire on the intruders, wounding 

two of them. The injured two are now in hospital under police guard. The 
anti-crime squad is looking for the third man. As they fled they showered the 
house with bullets. 


The man told the MIRROR that he has subsequently been receiving telephone 
threats warning him of dire consequences for his actions and revenge on 
his grandchildren. He has also been told by the same mystery caller that 
he would be shot on sight in the streets. All these incidents have been 
reported to Crime Chief Cecil Roberts. 


At La Grange WBD 4 armed men broke into the home of Haridat Gildhari. He 
was sound asleep when they entered, but they woke him up and hit him on the 
head with a gun demanding money and valuables. They left with 6 gold rings, 
5 pair earrings, 3 wrist watches, one tape recorder and $280 in cash. 
Injuries were suffered by 2 females when a finger ring and an earring were 
crudely removed by the gangsters. 


At Kersaint Park, LBI 5 armed men tried to enter the home of P. Sukhai by 
smashing the windows. The family warded them off with cutlasses, because 
of which they opened a fusillade on the house wounding an old man on the 

hand. As neighbours rushed to the rescue the gangsters fired shots at 

them and fled. This incident occurred on Sunday, July 3. 


On Friday, July 1, three armed men demanded of Ramkarran Lall of Happy Acres 
that he open the gate to his property. When he refused, they shot him in 
the arm. His son, Ghagwandat heard the shots and rushed downstairs tc aid 
his father. The bandits shot him in the leg and left empty-handed. 
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On Sunday, July 3, four armed men smashed the windows of the home of 
businessman Dhanpat Persaud of Triumph Village ECD and entered, forcing the 
family to lie face down on the floor while they searched the house. Mr and 
Mrs Dhanpat were beaten up and shots were fired into the walls of the house. 
The bandits escaped with a tape recorder and cash totaling $9,000. Mr Dhanpat 
tried to trail them, but they spotted him and shot at him, so he gave up the 
chase. They were going into the neighbouring village. 


On Saturday July 2, the home of Kawall Persaud of Lusignan was invaded by 
3 armed men who forced the occupants to lie face down on the floor while 
the house was searched. They gave the family a beating, fired a few shots 
in the house and left with a tape recorder, one tube toothpaste, one pair 
gold earrings and $350 in cash. 


The home of Ahmad Hussain of Mon Repos Line Top was broken into, in his 
absence, and among other things stolen were one tape recorder, one radio, 
crockery, clothes and money. 


Armed men invaded the home of a family at Rahaman's Park, E.B.D. and 
carried away money and jewellery. They also committed another serious 
offence against an occupant of the house. 


Over the past week a home at Bagoitstown was raided and valuables taken 
away while three other hold-ups took place also on the E.B.D., one of which 
was at Houston. 


None of these incidents has been reported in the state-owned press, which 
is now seen to be downgrading armed holdups in homes and highlighting 
anti-smuggling activities of the police. 


The Regional Committee of the PPP on the East Demerara has led several 
delegations to the Commissioner of Police on the question of the crime 
wave, and has made concrete suggestions. The demand by the delegations 

for arms to be distributed to the vigilante groups has not been implemented 
as yet. 


The people need arms to defend themselves and help smash the growing crime 
syndicate in Guyana. 
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COUNTRY SECTION 7 GUYANA 


BRIEFS 


SECURITY VIOLATION--East Berbice (GNA)--Two men charged under the National 
Security Act with unlawful possession of a firearm were Wednesday, each 
placed on $3000 bail when they appeared before Magistrate Christendat Molai 
at the Springlands Court. They are Ivan Nascimento of High Dam, East Coast 
Demerara and George Vyphius of Georgetown. Other charges are expected to 

be instituted against the accused shortly pending the outcome of the investi- 
gations. [Text] [Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 15 Jul 83 p 1] 


COCONUT PLANTING--East Berbice, (GNA)--The Agriculture Department in Region 
Six has set a production target of 21 000 coconut plants this year, said 
Regional Executive Officer, Eustace Wilson. Addressing the agriculture 
sub-committee of the Regional Democratic Council (RDC) yesterday, Cde 
Wilson said this exercise is part of the regional programme to develop the 
coconut industry and at the same time to boost local oil production. Cde 
Wilson explained that already some 12 000 coconut seedlings have been set 
for germination at the Whim Agriculture Centre, Corentyne, and collection 
for more seedlings was in progress. Minority PPP Councillor of the RDC, 

Cde Carl Douglas who is a member of the Regional Agriculture Sub-committee 
said that the target was reasonable and the programme was a good one. But 
he felt that the purchasing price of one dollar per nut was not attractive 
enough to motivate farmers to supply quality nuts to the region for seedlings. 
He suggested that the price be increased to between $1.25 and $1.50 per nut. 
The Regional Executive Officer promised to look into the matter with the | 
Regional Agricultural Officer. (GNA) [Text] [Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE 
in English 17 Jul 83 p 3] 


CSO: 3298/818 
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COUNTRY SECTION HAITI 


CAMPAIGN AGAINST CONTRABAND FOCUSES ON CUSTOMS CORRUPTION 


Port-au-Prince LE PETIT SAMEDI SOIR in French 25 Jun-l Jul 83 
p 3 


[Article by Cassandre Kalim: "New Campaign Against Smugeling"/ 


[Text/ The Department of the Interior and National Defense was 
this Monday, 20 June, like an animated salon where government 
colleagues met and talked. Frantz Merceron of finance, Jean 
Marie Chanoine of information and public relations, all the 
customs directors in the city accompanied by customs agents, 
Colone! Albert Pierre, chief of the permanent inquiry committee 
with headquarters at Dessalines Barracks and chief of the Port- 
au-Prince Police Department, Major Samuel Jeremie and Captain 
Henri Robert, Marc Charles, chief of the security service at 
Francois Duvalies Airport were consequently the special guests 
of the secretary of state, Roger Lafontant. The subject in 
question was combatting smuggling. Strict penalities will be 
imposed without distinction all those who, through their embez- 
zlement, will practice customs fraud, in short, all illegal 
activity in the exercise of their functions. 


isapproval of all Sectors 


hese practices, it must be said, have met the disapproval of 
all important sectors in the country's economy. The businessmen 
in contraband, due to the support of go-betweens in the General 
Administration of Customs, create confusion on the market since 
they deal with small merchants who buy products from them at 
ridiculously low prices. 


In the opinion of some observers, to attack these strange prac-— 
tices, which are deeply rooted in commercial circles, it is 
necessary to go back first to the channels of "official" contra- 
band. tverybody knows it and the facts prove undeniably that 
these affairs exist in customs, at the expense of the state 
treasury. What is worse is that the scourge causes disorders 
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in local trade which is bankrupt and in national industry which 
is wasting away and declining with all the consequences which 
this creates of dismissals, unemployment and underemployment. 


In spite of the offensive in all directions by the public author- 
ities, smuggling resists fiercely. Article 93 of the Customs' 
Code encourages employees of the Customs’ Administration, in 

the name of public morality, to report all smuggling they are 
aware of. It states a bonus of 50 percent will be paid in a case 
where proofs are supplied which make it possible to show an ad- 
ministrator has been involved in a contraband affair. Until 

now, nothing has come of it. 


This offer also involves the agents of the special police sec-— 
tion. They are asked to become detectives to expose employees 
who are smuggling. Now products which should have been sources 
of foreign exchange for the state are appropriated by them and 
are sold cheaply on the market by gangs of smugglers. This in- 
creased flood of merchandise returns almost 9 million dollars 
to the Dominican Republic. 


ond of Money 


A question comes up: is it the moral degeneration of society 
which makes officials so fond of money? Analysts push their 
studies further and seek the explanation in the nation's economic 
infrastructure, in the existing production relationships. For 
imagine individuals already receiving a meager salary and who, 
in the bargain, look on powerlessly at the progressive reduction 
of their purchasing power because of the chronic shortages of an 
agricultural system, an irrational price policy etc...Where then 
is the solution? In this case, embezzlements and bribery are 
the only way for the administrator to create any real capital. 
For the system operates unfortunately: in a way to pauperize 

him in an economic situation marked by inflation. Is this bad 
faith on the part of the leaders? No! since it is not really 
people who are in question, The leaders are elements who are 
integrated in the well oiled mechanism of a system, It is--it 
is still necessary to emphasize it--a question of inadequate 

and inconsistent structures which create powerful obstacles to 
the country's development. 


Contraband Money 


Whatever the reason, these harsh measures do not accomplish any- 
thing. Nevertheless it was more than time for the public author- 
ities to find notwithstanding a serious and effective strategy 
capable of reducing the scope of the gangrene of contraband. 
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Both for economic rationality as well as social interest, it is 
desirable to achieve better results to create a climate of con- 
fidence for merchants and entrepreneurs. This scourge nips in 
the bud all initiative on their part. 


It is not easy to catch a suspicious official red-handed in cor- 
rupt activity. But, however, one can take his personal fortune 
into account. In spite of their low salary, some customs' 
officials have a financial position above the average. Indica- 
tions show most often that they are in cahoots with the smug- 
glers. It must be said that what has brought us to bring up 
these cases, iS because we witness a wave of newly rich who are 
well-off and who are making “additions" weekly to their salary 
at the end of the month with contraband money. From this stand- 
point, the competent branches of the department of finance and 
interior assigned to pursue offenders should have made some good 
catches, 


Going so far as to declare that the efforts made by the depart- 
ments concerned are futile would be unjustified. These efforts 
must be coordinated to be effective. That is to say that if the 
merchants and industrialists apply literally the principle which 
they have advocated many times this year on behalf of the general 
welfare, the problem would have a satisfactory solution. One is 
still involved in this inquiry. 


8490 
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COUNTRY SECTION HAITI 


FINANCE: MINISTER ANALYZES IMPACT OF NEW SUGAR REFINERY 


Port-au-Prince LE PETIT SAMEDI SOIR in French 25 Jun—Jul 83 
pp 7, 9 


[Speech of Frantz Merceron, secretary of state for finance: 
“The Presjdential Couple Inaugurates the Darbonne Sugar 
Refinery"? 


His Excellency Mr President of the Republic for life 
Her Excellency Madam First Lady 

Mr President of the Legislative Chamber 

Mr Presivient of the Court of Appeals 

Messrs secretaries and undersecretaries of state 
Messrs members of the Diplomatic Corps 

Ladies and Gentlemen 


Excerpt/ While it is true that the most important and essential 
projects are, by nature, the most difficult to carry out, then 
the ceremony this morning is valuable as a symbol of the per- 
sistance of the Haitian Government in completing, in the periods 
stipulated, the industrial complex of the National Sugar Refinery 
in Varbonne and its interest in achieving a gradual increase in 
national production with a view to the improved welfare of our 
people. 


The political significance of starting the production of this 
impressive industrial complex, by far the most modern and impor- 
tant of our national industry must not be sought only on the 
successful completion of one of the objectives of the country's 
economic development plan, but in a combination of gambles made 
and won which materialize in the facts, the will and the prom- 
ises of the government of the republic and its president for life. 
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It is, first of all, a gamble on history. When we realize that 
Sugar created the wealth of the former colony of Santo Domingo 
whose production at the time was some 15 times greater than it 
is today and that this commodity which together with coffee is 
one of the bases of the national economy has seen its share of 
exports decrease periodically to the point of making our country 
a net importer of sugar in some years and, in any case, a margi- 
nal exporter, we understand that the completion of this refinery 
is thus one of the stages in our desire to rectify the course of 
events, by stopping the process of the deterioration of our 
industrial infrastructure for sugar production. 


The construction of this complex is thus an unprecedented eco- 
nomic and financial risk and a bet on the future and the economic 
Situation. In fact, the project illustrates the voluntarist 
nature of the government's industrial policy which demands state 
participation in the promotion, regulation and inspection of some 
strategic projects such as sugar, a basic food product end a tra- 
‘titional factor in Haitian agriculture. The state intervenes in 
two ways: on one hand is assuring the completion of industria} 
complexes, essential for development, but exceeding the invest- 
ment capacities of the private sector alone and in thus providing 
the example, anc, on the other hand, in taking an increasing 
share in the production of the commodity, thanks to this plant 

in Darbonne and the repurchase last year of the Northern Sugar 
Refinery in Cap-Haitian. It is thus an essential choice and an 
option on the future, not to leave to the forces of private 
initiative alone the development of the main instruments of our 
development. 


Then, this project which is exclusively national, a property 
which belongs 100 percent to the Haitian state, financed on a 
commercial basis by medium term credits, in a plain with sugar 
cane production capacities which are still mainly unexploited, 

in view of the plant requirements, illustrates the government's 
confidence in its ability to manage its public enterprises, for 
let us not forget whether it involves the Haiti Electric Company, 
the Port Authority, the Airport Authority, the Haitian Flour 
Mill, the Industrial Park Company, or Haitian Telecommunications, 
the national public enterprises are all profitable and few coun- 
tries can boast, like ours, of a public sector which is not sub- 
sidized. Consequently we are certain that the leaders of the 
National Sugar Refinery in Darbonne will be able to show suitable 
management skills once the inevitable difficult first years are 
passed due to the amortization of the investment contracted. 


Finally, it is a gamble on the economic situation and on the — 
future that this plant is opening its doors when the international 
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market is depressed for the main commodities and more especially 
for sugar and that this tendency will continue in all probability 
for the next 2 years. What can we say to this except that, a 
passionate defender of Third World principles, Haiti, on this 
occasion, and facing an international environment against which 
it has no recoursc, can only repeat here its many appeals to the 
international community to support efforts of the United Nations 
and the unanimous request of the Third World for a better regu- 
lation of the price of basic commodities and respect for trade 
conditions which only will allow underprivileged nations to 
contro! the laws of their development. 


lt thus appears to us that today's ceremony in concentrating on 
this project certain main ideas of our development has a politi- 
cal significance which goes beyond the plant itself. 


Mr President for life 
Madam Pirst Lady 
Ladies and Gentlemen 


[ .ould Like at this stage not to place the National Sugar 
itefinery in Darbonne now in the framework where it is located 

and give the civil and military authorities of the Plain of 
Leogane and all its people, with my thanks in the name of the 
plant's board, for their assistance and cooreration, a brief 
picture of what this project will represent for them, for such 

a complex is called to become a genuine mechanism of agricultural 
development in the Plain of Leogane, thanks to the results of 

the broad scale program which the leaders of its management 
desire for its sugar cane supply. 


In fact, starting the plant at maximum output is going to allow 
reclaiming some 6,500 to 7,000 hectares of cultivable land of 
which only 4,500 were used in a not very efficient manner before 
starting the project. 


The plant designed and equipped to produce 280 tons of sugar per 
day, at full capacity, is going to involve a demand for sugar 
cane ranging from 460,000 to 500,000 tons per year for harvests 
varying between 150 and 170 days. Certainly such an objective 
assumes adequate organization of sugar cane production on the 
available surface of the plant, with a view not only to guaran- 
teeing its continuous supply, but also to lead to yields per hec- 
tare, which would be capable of creating attractive incomes for 
the growers, our priority. 
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In this perspective, an important agricultural program has 
already been started which will have to be continued intensively 
in the coming years. 


This program aims, in short, at the rehabilitation and extension 
of drainage and irrigation infrastructures of more than 5,500 
hectares, the repair and maintenance of some 150 kilometers of 
transport roads, planting of more than 2,000 new acres in sugar 
cane, the preparation of nurseries extending over several hundred 
hectares, and the supply of new agricultural workers to growers, 
all this, associated with conducting research on new varieties 

of sugar cane, capable of adapting better to the geology and 
ecology of the area: without forgetting combatting sugar cane 
diseases and evaluation of the plain's soils. 


This program has been studied in such a way as to have the volume 
of sugar cane available for the plant rise from the present esti- 
made of 150,000 tons to 450,000 in the next 4 years, 


In view of the present structure of the production and transport 
of sugar cane in Haiti, the operation of the plant, considered 
from the standpoint of maximum output, will inevitably require 
some 3,000 jobs per year in production, 1,200 other jobs in 
cutting during the 6 months of harvest, better than 200 jobs for 
loading and transport during the same period, in addition to 550 
jobs planned for its own operation or almost 5,000 jobs. 


The use of rapid transport facilities, tractors and trailers, 
indispensable for efficient handling of sugar cane and conse- 
quently the profitability of the plant, however, must not endan- 
ger the more traditional and slower system based on animal power. 
Almost 200 ox-carts provide a direct living for more than 400 
persons, without including the secondary services supplied by 
small craftsmen (carpenter, blacksmith etc...). Animal traction, 
apparently obsolete, represents with its 1,000 oxen, an important 
agro-pastoral resource whose balance must not be broken. The 
plant has been instructed to take concrete measures in favor of 
the parties concerned to assure the coexistence of these two 
means of transport. 


From the above, it appears that the operation of the refinery 
will benefit a sizeable number of families living in this region 
populated mainly by small growers and will make it possible to 
introduce into the national economy, and to a greater extent in 
the region itself an annual amount approaching 50,000,000 
gourdes. 


'hese foreseeable results have in themselves a great social sig- 
nificance, when we know that each year the sugar industry 
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attracts to Santo Domingo thousands of workers seeking employ- 
ment. The establishment of such a plant in a potentially pro- 
ductive area of the country thus meets the objective of improving 
living standards of the rural population which is one of the 
government's major concerns. 


Before concluding, I could not fail to mention the efforts made 
by various public organizationd which have participated in the 
completion of the project, mainly the Department of Agriculture, 
the construction and supervision service of the Department of 
Public Works, Transportation and Communications, also_those of 
the French inspection firm SOFRECO expansion unknown/, the 
Italian firm REGGIANE which handled the assembly of the electro- 
mechanical section, the VORBE-HOWARD Haitian-American Consortium 
and the Haiti Construction Firm for civil engineering, many 
Haitian suppliers and subcontractors and of course the plant 
personnel with special mention for its new management team. 


But these thanks must not conceal the difficulties of the future 
or minimize the efforts to be made. Today's inauguration is the 
first encouraging stage of a long and patient work of develop- 
ment which each one of us must continue and support. 


8490 
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COUNTRY SECTION HAITI 


BRIEFS 


SURINAM AIRWAYS BEGINS SERVICE--A new airline, Surinam Airways, 
will be established in Haiti and will start its first flight at 
Port-au-Prince on 20 July during an official function. Last 
week, the directors of the company stayed in Port-au-Prince and 
nad very productive contacts_with civil aviation officials and 
the directors of HAMASERGO /Haitian American Aviation Services/. 


/ixcerpt/  /Port-au-Prince LE NOUVEAU MONDE in French 1 Jul 83 p 2/ 8490 


iiST GSRMAN AID--Several days after the mission of the secretary 
of state for planning, Claude Weil in the FRG, a delegation of 
the KPW (a German organization which finances infrastructure 

and sanitation projects in Haiti) visited Haiti. A visit which 
is connected with the construction of housing at St. Martin and 
the sanitation of some areas of the province. Led by the coor- 
dinator of KFW operations in the Caribbean, Mr Beck, the German 
delegation arrived Monday in Haiti. It will study and evaluate 
on the spot the following projects: Inthau I, (housing at 
St-Martin) sanitation of Raboteau (Gonaives) and la Fossette 

(nt Cap-Haitian). It should be pointed out that Haitian-German 
cooperation is very close. The FRG finances many projects which 
are very important for the development of our country. Text 
/Port-au-Prince LE NOUVEAU MONDE in French 23 Jun 83 p 1/ 8490 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


BRIEFS 


NEW RALLROAD CONSTRUCTION PROJECT--According to an announcement today by the 
assistant minister of public works, Carlos Handal, it is expected that con- 
struction of the railroad project "Sonaguera-Puerto Castilla, "will begin 

at the end of the current year. The implementation of the project was agreed 
to in the meeting of the Economic Committee held 14 June, and in the last few 
days the governing board of National Railways, over which Handal presides, 
decided to publish the invitations to bid. In addition to including the 
communities of Sonaguera and Puerto Castilla, the project comprises the exten- 
sion of the rail line to El Aguan and Bonito Oriental developments and a 
series of important branches going to highly productive areas. Assistant 
Minister Handal said that the project will be about 250 kilometers ‘ong and 
will contribute to raise substantially production and productivity in the 
Aguan region, in addition to which it will lower freight costs of producers 
of these areas in the north of the country. Finally, Carlos Handal said 

that “with the construction of the railroad project Sonaguera-Puerto Castilla 
the national highways will also benefit, as they will be freed of a large 
percentage of overweight means of transport which presently move in the 
Atlantic Coast area." /Text/ /Tegucigalpa LA TRIBUNA in Spanish 15 Jul 83 

p 33/7 9678 


SPS CRIME RATE INCREASE--The chief of the second region of FUSEP /Public 
Security Force/, headquarters in San Pedro Sula, Major Oscar Delgado Fuentes, 
expressed his concern with the way in which the crime index in that city 

has increased, and asked the inhabitants to "collaborate with the police." 

He said to journalists that the increase is due to the lack of employment and 
the migration of many families from the interior of the country to the city, 
a situation which the police cannot correct because they are questions of a 
social nature. He declared that the crime wave which is descending on San 
Pedro Sula is not provoked by the regular residents, whom he described as 
honorable, humble and working people, "but by outsiders who for want of work 
feel obliged to commit crime." He indicated that many crimes have been 

solved thanks to the help of the people, "consequently we again ask them to 
collaborate and denounce anything which would sow the seeds of discord, 
anxiety, and worry on the part of all citizens."" Delgado Fuentes promised 

to continue with the campaign of strengthening the police force, putting 

in custody any agents who commit abuse of authority or break the law acting 
against the people. (/Text/ /Tegucigalpa LA TRIBUNA in Spanish 15 Jul 83 p 24/ 
9678 
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MEAT EXPORTS DOWN--Mario Belot, director of the National Association of 
Meat Exporters stated yesterday that exports of meat from Honduras would 

be reduced by 50 percent compared with the previous year. He explained 
that in 1983 only 30 million pounds will be exported, while in former 

years exports reached 86 million pounds. He said that the principal reason 
why meat exports will decrease so much is the low production of cattle 
which exists in the country and to that is added the decision of the ranchers 
to export cattle on the hoof to Guatemala and El Salvador. He pointed out 
that the small activity in the meat industry has brought as a consequence 
more unemployment, since before there were about 3,000 workers in all the 
packing houses and now the number is 1,500. /Text/ /Tegucigalpa LA 
([RIBUNA in Spanish 16 Jul 83 p Z7 9678 


CSO: 3248/1095 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


OPPOSITION PARTIES MAKE GAINS IN FIVE STATE ELECTIONS 
PAN Wins Chihuahua, Durango 
Mexico City UNOMASUNO in Spanish 11 Jul 83 ppl, 6 


[Text/ The Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI) and the local election 
authorities admitted last night that as a result of last week's elections, the 
National Action Party (PAN) scored a victory in the capitals of Durango and 
Chihuahua and in eight other municipalities in the latter state as a result 
ot which the government of 70 percent of the population of Chihuahua in 15 
percent of its cities will be in the hands of the National Action Party. 
Similarly, majority certification was presented to the Popular Socialist 
Party (PPS), the Socialist Workers Party (PST) and the Unified Socialist 
Party of Mexico (PSUM) in three other municipalities in that northern state. 
The PRI reported having received 77 percent of the votes in the five states 
where elections were held on 3 July. 


Among the most important cities where the PAN won are Ciudad Juarez, which was 
disputed by the PRI until the last moment. Still disputed by National Action 
are Madera and General Frias in Chihuahua and Lerdo in Durango. 


Similarly, according to a late bulletin, the PRI admits that among the 61 
chamber positions that were voted for in four states--Chihuahua, Durango, 
Zacatecas and Michoacan--five deputyships were won by the opposition, not- 
withstanding the fact that counting still continued last night in some dis- 
tricts. In the case of Campeche alone, since the previous Wednesday, local 
election authorities have presented majority certification to PRI men in the 
16 districts. 


The municipalities where the National Action gained the majority in 

Chihuahua, in addition to the capital, are: Ciudad Juarez, Camargo, Delicias, 
Parral, Meoqui, Nuevo Casas Grandes, Saucillo and Casas Grandes; the 

mayoralty of Cuauhtemoc was won by the PST; the municipality of Ignacio 
Zaragoza by the PSUM: the Coronado by the PPS. The municipalities won by the 
PAN, according to local counts reported by correspondent Carlos Vigueras, 
represent 70 percent of the population, with the two most important cities, 
Ciudad Juarez, prominent because of its economy and Chihuahua, as a political 
center. 
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Vigueras' dispatch reported that the special delegate of the PRI's National 
Executive Committee, Enrique Burgos, said that his party will dispute the 

National Action victory in Ciudad Juarez and other municipalities in which 
it received majority certification because it considers that "the elections 
were handled with serious irregularities which merit federal intervention." 


In that regard, here in Mexico City, Deputy Gerardo Medina, who reported 
that after 8 pm Francisco J. Barre Terrazas had received his majority certi- 
fication as municipal president-elect of Ciudad Juarez, pointed out that 

the results of 24 polling places had "gone astray" and that officially the 
PAN had won by 81,000 votes against 51,000 for the PRI. It was asserted 
that in General Frias also, the PAN had won except that in one packet many 
votes were voided and the PRI obtained a majority by only 35 votes. 


In Chihuahua, where majority certifications have already been presented to 
two deputies, the total results of the 12 deputyships will be known next Sun- 
day when the certifications will also be presented for the multinominal seats. 


in Durango, according to correspondent Jose Arenas, the PAN people in the 
capital supported the victory ascribed to Rodolfo Elizondo Torres with a 
public demonstration in front of the State Election Commission during which 
they sang the national anthem throughout the time of vote counting. Thus, 
relates the correspondent, as soon as the majority certification was presented, 
the city of Durango began to experience "the change" under PAN euphoria. The 
official figures which the Local Election Commission reported are: PAN, 

38,931 votes; PRI, 30,016; PSUM, 1,217; PPS, 320; Revolutionary Workers 

Party (PRT), 233; Mexican Democratic Party (PDM), 244; and PST, 111 votes. 


There, Federico Ling Altamirano, regional president of the PAN, said that 

on a state-wide basis his party had increased the figure of 66,000 it obtained 
a year ago in the federal elections to 80,000, while the PRI decreased from 
260,000 votes to 170,000, "a very significant situation for National Action." 
The PSUM reaffirmed itself as the third election force in Durango and 

second in four of the 38 municipalities as a result of which it will gain 
councilmen's positions and magistracies /sindicaturesg/. 


On the other hand, the communique of the PRI, initially reported by the 
Secretariat of the Interior, points out that that party won 92 of the 105 
municipalities as well as 56 of the 61 local seats in the elections of 3 July 
in the five states in the country in which 1.8 million Mexicans participated. 
it points that 1.25 million voters voted for the PRI. 


it also states that in the preparation, development and overseeing of the 
election process “our party strictly observed the legal framework of the 
elections’ and noted that during the elections the determination to honor 
victories legitimately won at the polls and to respect the votes cast for 
minority parties was affirmed. 


In characterizing the election process and its results, the communique points 
out that the elections "represent a substantial advance for Mexican democracy, 
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the reaffirmation of political pluralism guaranteed by the constitution and 
confirm the determination of the people to govern their destiny through the 
vote. 


The PRI admits that in addition to the 12 mayoralty positions lost, it also 
turned over to the opposition five majority deputyships, which are added to 
four proportional representation deputyships that will be made known next 
Sunday. 


With regard to Durango, the PRI points out that it gained 97.4 percent of the 
election positions: 37 out of the 38 municipalities and all of the majority 
positions in congress. 


With regard to Zacatecas, according to correspondent reports, with 239,134 
votes in its favor, the PRI reportedly has achieved victory in the 13 
chamber positions while the PAN and PSUM have gained representation via the 
proportional route by being the only ones to get more than 1.5 percent of 
the total votes required, according to official figures. The PRI also 
otticially proclaimed its victory last night. 


Within a framework of 44 percent absenteeism, the PAN obtained 15,000 votes 
and the PSUM, 4,293 votes. The other parties recorded the following: PST, 
1,498; PDM, 1,062; Socialist Labor Party (POS), 650; and PRT, 208 votes. 


With reference to Michoacan, there were no official figures via the corres- 
pondents. Nevertheless, the PRI reported having achieved a majority in the 
18 local deputyships. According to spokesman Jesus Zamora, the PDM has the 
possibility of winning in Sahuayo, and the PAN is also reportedly disputing 
a deputyship in Zamora. In Michoacan, six proportional representation 
deputyships will be distributed among the opposition parties; however, the 
complete count and the percentage obtained by other parties is not known. 
Nor did the PRI give figures. 


The PRI communique concludes by pointing out that "despite some predictions 
made with the perverse purpose of provoking or misinforming by some members 
of minority political organizations who, magnifying or distorting facts, 

sought to mislead public opinion, the people expressed their sovereign will. 


Four Parties Challenge Results 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 12 Jul 83 pp 1, 20, 31 


[Text/ Chihuahua--The state congress will meet on the 26th of this month to 
resolve 17 challenges that four parties will present with reference to the 
election results, the largest number in all its history. These challenges 
cover one-fourth of all municipalities where there were elections Sunday, the 
id, and five of them belong to the Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI). 
in the meantime, in Durango, National Action announced that it will also 
challenge the verdicts in five municipalities. 
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In addition, the PRI will heed the chamber decision in Ciudad Juarez, Nuevo 
Casas Grandes, Parral and Saucillo. PAN will challenge General Trias, 
Santa Barbara, San Francisco del Oro, Julimes and Aldama. Both parties also 
agreed to resort to the jurisdiction of congress in Madera, the most impor- 
tant city in the Sierra Tarahumara and political-economic key in the area. 


At the same time, the Socialist Workers Party will seek to recover Namiquipa 
and Valle del Rosario in congress. The Popular Socialist Party (PPS) will 
dispute Bocoyna, Bachiniva and Villa Lopez. 


According to the law, as of yesterday the participating parties have 15 calen- 
dar days to present their challenges in writing and, according to unofficial 
information from the state congress, the current legislators will convene. 

lt was revealed that even though the standing committee has the authority to 
do the job, it is unlikely that it will do so because of the sensitivity of 
the matter. 


The advances of the electoral opposition, which won 19 percent of the 

67 mayoralty offices, could alter the old traditions of congress, where 
challenges have never prospered, in such a way that could result in a larger 
number of city governments for the parties participating in last Sunday's 
elections. 


tor his part, the chairman of the State Election Commission, Rafael 
Navarro Bencomo, reported that of the 57 municipal presidencies in the 
state, the PRI had won 54; the National Action Party, 9; PST, 1; PPS, 1; and 


the PSUM, l. 


With regard to the deputyships of the 14 local districts, the chairman of the 
commission added that the PRI had won in nine districts and National Action 
in five. Of the Sunday, 3 July, elections, only the municipal presidency of 
Madera remained pending by agreement of the commission at the request of the 
PRE and PAN political parties. 


Otficially, the municipal presidencies won by the tricolor were: Villa 
Ahumada, Aldama, Allende, Aquiles Serdan, Ascension, Bachiniva, Balleza, 
Batopilas, Bocoyna, Buenaventura, Carichi, Coyame, Cusihuiriachi, Chinipas, 
Doctor Belisario Dominguea and El Tule. 


it also won in Galeana, General Trias, Gomez Farias, Gran Morelos, Guadalupe, 
Distrito Bravo, Guadalupe y Calvo, Guachochi, Guazaparez, Gerrero, Huejotlan, 
lanos, Jimenez, Julimes, La Cruz, Villa Lopez, Maguarichi, Manuel 

jenavides, Matachic, Villa Matamoros, Morelos, Moris, Namiquipa, Nonoava, 
Ocampo, Ojinaga, Praxedis G. Guerrero, Riva Palacio, Rosales, Valle de 
Rosario, San Francisco de Borja, San Francisco de Conchos, San Francisco de 
Oro, Santa Barbara, Satevo, Temosachic, Urique, Uruachi and Valle de Zaragoza. 


As for the national Action Party, it had a majority in the municipalities of 


Camargo, Chihuahua, Hidalgo del Parral, Juarez, Meoqui, Nuevo Casas Grandes, 
Saucillo and Casas Grandes. 
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The mayoralty of Cuahtemoc was won by the Socialist Workers Party; of 
[Ignacio Zaragoza by the Unified Socialist Party of Mexico; and of Coronado, 
by the Popular Socialist Party. 


With regard to the deputyships of the 14 local districts, Professor Rafael 
Navarro Bencomo reported that the PRI won the following districts: the 
third, with headquarters in Cuahtemoc; sixth, in Jimenez; seventh, in 
Cuerrero; eighth, in Ojinaga; ninth, in Nuevo Casas Grandes; tenth, in 
Guachochi; eleventh, in Guadalupe y Calvo; twelfth, in Uruachi; and 
thirteenth, in Santa Barbara. 


To the National Action Party went the first district, with headquarters in 
Chihuahua; second, in Parral; fourth, in Juarez; fifth, in Camargo; and 
fourteenth, also in Ciudad Juarez. 


Canales: There Was Betrayal in PRI Ranks 


On the other hand, the president of the PRI in Ciudad Juarez, Jose Luis 
Canales, commented that the elections were difficult for the PRI because there 
were traitors and even those "who sold themselves to the PAN." 


the National Executive Committee of the PRI must intervene to unmask the 
disloyal ones and to reflect on the political situation because the corruption, 
the economic situation and the devaluations voted against our party, con- 
stituting a serious warning, because our candidate has 27 years of party 
activism. We do not accept the defeat and we will demand the voiding /of the 
results] not only in Ciudad Juarez but also in Parral, Saucillo, Madera and 
Nuevo Casas Grandes, /said Canales,/ 


Canales emphasized the need for the whole process to be analyzed by the State 
Election Commission and by the electoral college in order to void the elec- 
tions "inasmuch as PAN has acted outside the law at all times." 


He pointed out that the National Executive Committee of the PSI must investi- 
gate the PRI members who are suspected of having “betrayed their party, and 
there were even those who sold themselves to the PAN and mocked that party." 


For his part, Francisco Barrio, municipal president-elect of the PAN in 
this municipality, declared that his victory cannot be overturned by the 
electoral college because legal recognition is going to be issued. 


Our party is even going to make audits in the mayoralty offices of the 
PRI where it won elections, not as an act of vengeance but one of honesty, he 
said. 


In conducting its count, the election committee recognized a difference of 
30,000 votes in favor of the PAN, which means the first legal step for the 
PAN victory. 
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PAN Challenges in Durango 


After pointing out that in the interior of the state of Durango no one could 
prevent “the rough practices of the PRI," the state leader of the PAN, Federico 
Ling Altamirano, declared that they will now challenge the municipalities 

of Lerdo, Guanesevi, Vicente Guerrero, Pueblo Nuevo and San Juan del Rio 

before the Durango Electoral College. 


National Action criticized the victory-flaunting attitudes of Governor 
Armando del Castillo Franco and the regional delegate of the PRI, Carlos 
Rivera Aceves and explained that there was progress in that campaign. 


in that regard, he gave comparative figures: in 1982, the PRI obtained 
260,000 votes and in this one, 170,000; that is, 90,000 votes less. In 
contrast, the PAN received 13,900 votes that year and this year, 1983, it 
increased its count to 75,000 votes; that is, a 500 percent increase. 


for his part, Facunde Herrera, chairman of the National Voters Registry in 
the same state, reported that up to tonight there remained to be counted the 
votes of two ballot boxes in Lerdo, where the PRI is leading the PAN by more 
than 400 votes. 


the chairman of the election commission in Campeche, Fernando Bello Moscoso, 

assured our representative, Jorge Gonzalez Valdez, that the Socialist Workers 
Party and National Action obtained more than 11.5 percent of the votes of 

the past 3 July elections, which gives them the right to have a proportional 

representation deputyship. 


The official asserted that no charge of alleged irregularities occurring 
during the election process were presented. Nevertheless, the representa- 
tives of the opposition parties declared that "the secret vote was not 
respected. There were threats against the voters and ballots were filled 
in favor of the PRI." 


in Michoacan, the opposition parties: National Action, Mexican Democratic 
Party and Unified Socialist Party of Mexico, criticized the State Election 
Commission because up to this time it has not given any official information 
on the results of the elections for local deputies. 


for its part, National Action said, through its secretary general of the 
executive committee, Leopoldo Galindo Villalpando, that up to this time there 
has been no official information which the State Election Commission should 
have announced. 


Nevertheless, he said that an intensive study is being made of possible fraud 
and the inflation of votes, mainly in the district of Puruandiro y Zamora where, 
according to the party, they are trying to change votes in favor of the 
Socialist Workers Party so that it will be present in the Chamber of Deputies 
through its multinominal deputyship. 
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In the meantime, the PSUM, through its representative in the commission, 
Jorge Martinez Molina, told correspondent Alfredo Gonzalez Duran that "it is 
very suspicious and we are apprehensive over the lack of information from 
the State Election Commission, which has still not given the official 
figures." 


Finally, in Zacatecas, the 13 PRI candidates for local deputies presented 
to the state executive committee the vote majority certifications which 
they received yesterday in the district commissions immediately after 
winning absolute victory. 


The candidates submitted the corresponding documentation that accredits 
them as victors in the elections to the delegate of the national executive 
committee, Deputy Sami David David, and the local president of that party, 
Pedro Goitia Robles, correspondent Elviro Muro reported. 


8/11 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


OFFICIAL DENIES CHURCH INTERFERENCE IN ELECTIONS 
Mexico City UNOMASUNO in Spanish 8 Jul 83 p 3 
/Article by Teresa Gi]/ 


/Yext/ The Church does influence the minds of the voters, as a power factor, 
but its intention has never been directed toward any political party, 
according to the executive secretary of the Bishops Commission on the Com- 
munications Media, Francisco Ramirez Meza, who stated that if an investiga- 
tion of what occurred in last Sunday's elections and even possible legal pro- 
ceedings are insisted upon, the Church will not evade any judgment because 

it believes in the impartiality of the courts. He warned, however, that an 
event of that nature could generate confusion and even rage in the minds of 
the people. 


in his usual Thursday conference, the prelate said tiat the accusations made 
against the clergy of intervening in favor of one party "are unfounded" and 
show the fear and "the inconsistency of the accusing parties." He added 

that the Church has called upon the people to vote as a problem of conscience 
and that in the specific case of the recent elections, for 2 months before the 
elections the faithful were urged to vote as an obligation and a duty. It even 
published the catechism by Adalberto Almeida y Merino, in which the election 
duties of Catholics were specified. 


"There is a confusion regarding the separation of the Church and state and 
it is forgotten that no one can remain detached from politics, least of all 
the Church, which has the duty of guiding those who ask for it." 


for that reason, he said, "we cannot be accused of intervening from the pul- 
pit in anything other than reminding the citizens of their duty to vote, as 
we do with the heads of families to vaccinate their children." 


He was asked if the faithful had not been urged to vote considering the influ- 
ence of the parties of the right in states such as Chihuahua. The bishops' 
spokesman said he found it strange that this time, when the party of the right 
defeated the Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI), the voting was ques- 
tioned, whereas on other occasions that the Church has called on the faithful 
to vote and the PRI has won, no action was taken as a result. 
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He denied that the bishops of the north have committed violations and that 
there is cause to take legal action against them. But he said that if the 
investigations proceed, the Church will support the prelates involved. 


Finally, he stressed that heeding the call of the authorities not to create 
discord among the different social forces, the Church has refrained from 
initiating a polemic seeking the recognition of its rights because "better 
times will come some day." 


8711 
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COUNTRY SECTION PERU 


CGTP DOCUMENT OUTLINES PLANS FOR LABOR MOVEMENT 

Lima UNIDAD in Spanish 21 Jul 83 p 7 

[Text] The Tasks of the Labor Movement and the Program of the Workers 
1. In Defense of Our Immediate Demands: 


a. To strengthen the foundations of CGTP [General Confederation of Peruvian Workers], 
by properly implementing its organizational existence, applying the resolutions of 
this congress and gaining positions within the working class, as well as by affirm- 
ing the authority and influence of the confederation throughout the country. 


b. To lend aggressive backing to the workers’ struggle, in all instances fostering 
the most extensive solidarity with the conflicting unions and federations, as well 
as with the popular sectors opposed to the government's policy. 


c. To carry out a forceful struggle on behalf of the implementation of our program 
on all levels of the labor movement, seeking to establish a General Plan for Class 
Action which can defeat the government's reactionary and Monetary Fund-based 
orientation. 


d. To mobilize our rank and file in a clear and forceful manner, to combat the anti- 
union and anti-worker labor policy, opposing the curtailment of the right to strike 
and the infringement of the labor unions’ conquests and liberties. 


e. To combat the Ministry of Labor's management trickery and the entire bureaucratic 
state apparatus placed in the service of big financial capital and its multinational- 
izing interests. 


f. To back the Labor Communities, the workers in public enterprises, the civil 
servants and all the forces mobilized against the regime in one way or another. 


*. To engage in active propaganda and in an effort aimed at raising the consciousness 
ind the fighting spirit of the workers on all levels of social activity. 


h. To demand of the government an immediate solution to the workers’ most pressing 
problems, such as those affecting the workers at Cata Acari, the miners at Canaria, 
those at El Aguila, the civil construction specifications, the just demands of the 
health workers, sccial security and others. 
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i. To demand the abrogation of all legal provisions contrary to the rights of the 
workers, such as Law 22,126 and other illegal regulations opposed to labor union 
organization. 


j. To call a national strike under the circumstances requiring it,putting up force- 
ful resistance to the government's antinational and antipopular policy. 


2. The Struggle for Labor Union Unity and Centralization: 


a. To reafirm CGTP's concept regarding the creation of a single labor union confede- 
ration based on the principles of classist labor unionism. 


b. To reject parallelism and all divisive activity which hampers the process of 
unifying the workers. 


c. To forcefully combat the distortions artificially proposed to us by the enemy, 
the opposition that it has created between pluralism and labor union unity and the 
"autonomist" concepts which lead to the confusion of the proletariat. 


d. To foster unity of action among the federations and unions,as well as harmony 
amony, the union confederations, promoting agreements based on a program which 
consistently upholds the interests of the workers. 


ce. To establish relations based on fraternal friendship and solidarity with all the 
popular, neighborhood, professional and peasant organizations, and with the poli- 
tical parties and political forces of the left, which are consistently struggling 
against the policy of the regime. 


s. The Task of Strengthening CGTP and Fortifying Its Main Fronts: 


a. To strengthen the organizational existence and activity of CGTP on the basis of 
the principles of classist labor unionism, to consolidate its rank and file and to 
reinforce the fraternal ties among the organizations comprising it. 


b. To foster the most extensive mobilization of the CGTP members on all levels, 
reintorcing the bonds between the leadership and the rank and file, the higher orga- 
nizations and the lower ones, for the purpose of better application of our class 
line. 


c. To improve the labor union press, workers’ education and research on the social 
and union-related problems of the workers, and to devise a Gener.l Labor Plan that 
would be approved by the CGTP National Assembly of Delegates and periodically evalu- 
ated by the latter. 


d. To call, periodically, for labor union competitions for the purpose of discussing 
the problems which crop up in the labor movement, as well as to give an impetus to 
the tasks of the unions, the federations and the confederation. 

4. The Defense of the National Interests and the Anti-Imperialist Struggle: 

a. To forcefully combat the present government and its pro-imperialist orientation, 


the application of the International Monetary Fund's prescriptions and the multi- 
nationalization of the economy. 
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b. To staunchly defend the national assets, the basic resources and the state sector 
of the economy, forcefully combating the tendencies toward restoring private owner- 
ship that the government is attempting to impose. 


c. To uphold public and labor union liberties, denouncing and combating repression, 
maintaining solidarity with the suffering people of Ayacucho, and condemning the 
kidnappings, torture and assassinations being perpetrated by the government in its 
repressive, antipopular intentions. 


d. To intensify the peasants’ battle against the government's agrarian policy. 


f 


». Internationalist Solidarity: 


a. To reinforce CGTP's ties with the World Federation of Trade Unions and the 
Permanent Congress for Latin American Workers Trade Union Unity. 


b. To reinforce the struggle for world peace against the militarist, genocidal 
orientation of the imperialists and, in particular, exposing the aggressive plans 
of Reagan and his power clique. 


c. To hail the Salvadoran people's struggle, expressing support for the resolute 
battle of that country's workers against their internal and external enemies. 


d. To voice steadfast support for Sandinist Nicaragua, which is forging its true 
emancipation, combating the Somazist henchmen and the forces of world counterrevo- 
lution. 


e. To hail revolutionary Cuba, the first socialist state on our continent. 


t. Yo back the Chilean people's courageous struggle against Pinochet's murderous 
dictatorship, establishing a Union Solidarity Commission that will implement all the 
»roposals for concrete solidarity with their cause. 


To back the struggles of the workers of Uruguay, Paraguay, Argentina, Brazil, 
Cuatemala, Haiti and other countries wherein there are still fascist dictatorships 
or deeply reactionary, antipopular governments. 


lo support the Bolivian people's courageous struggle on behalf of their emancipa- 
tion and the development of their liberation process. 


. to voice CGTP's moral and material solidarity with all the workers in the world 
who are struggling against imperialist oppression, for peace, liberation, progress 
and deve Lopment. 


i. To back the workers in the socialist countries and their labor union confedera- 


tions, bulwarks of the rights of peoples and of the best causes of the world prole- 
tariat. 


k. To condemn colonialism, neocolonialism, racism, national oppression, fascism and 
neotascism. 

2909 
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COUNTRY SECTION PERU 


CHINESE REPUDIATION OF 'MAOIST' TERRORISTS VIEWED 
lima LA PRENSA in Spanish 9 Jul 83 p 10 
(kditorial: "Friendship Between Peru and China: Principle of Non-Intervention"] 


{text | China, through its National People's Assembly, has just officially condemned 

the terrorists in Peru who are making attacks against security and public order. At 
the same time, it has reaffirmed its intention of respecting other counties and not 

interfering in their affairs. 


This statement is important. It does not involve merely an act of protocol associ- 
ated with the visit by our country’s Chamber of Deputies president, Valentin 
Vaniagua. 


it is a reflection of the fact that, in China, the vestiges of the so-called "cultur- 
al revolution" carried out by the late Mao Tse-tung between the 1960's and 1970's 
are being repudiated,every time the occasion arises,by the present administration. 


The terrorist group which has caused countless losses of lives and vast physical 
damage in Peru claims to have "Maoist" orientation. It is seeking to carry out an 
armed revolution based on the type with which Mao seized power; in other words, 
through the action of the peasants, in progressive "waves'' from the rural to the 
urban areas. 


lespite this claim, the main target of the insane violence of that group is precise- 
ly the peasants themselves. It is they who have been axed to death in Lucanamarca 
or decapitated while sleeping in a remote area a few kilometers from the town of 
Ayacucho. 


China, which is at present eagerly seeking to modernize its economy after 20 years 
of stagnation and to introduce technology into agriculture, is not about to back 
senseless action and violence. To achieve this goal, it first had to exclude the 
recalcitrant sectors that were seeking to maintain the bureaucratic power and the 
use thereof, based on an alleged Maoist orthodoxy. 


Any country which in fact respects the principle of non-intervention, fulfills the 
obligation of observing a rule of international law. Not interfering in the affairs 


of other countries means, essentially, not fostering subversion through extremist 
movements. 
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in the past, Mao's China did not fulfill that obligation. Today, it is rectifying 
this; it is not interfering in Peru's problems. Furthermore, it has come out with 
a statement against the terrorist action. 


veru, on the other hand, must be credited with an unswerving line of respect for the 
principle of non-intervention. The resolutions issued by the United Nations Organi- 
zation have been signed by our country. In actuality, and regardless of govern- 
ments, both the principle of self-determination of peoples and that of non- 
interference in the affairs of others have been the basis of our foreign policy. 


2909 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST CHRISTOPHER-NEVIS 


LABOUR PARTY LISTS PROPOSALS FOR SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM 
Basseterre THE LABOUR SPOKESMAN in English 25 Jun 83 Insert unpaged 
{[Four-page insert entitled "Labour Party Position Paper--No 1"] 


[Text] The Labour Party has always regarded the well-being of the workers 
and their families as a matter of the highest importance and has always 
sought to provide for them the greatest possible security in times of 
sickness, injury, cld age and death. 


National Provident Fund 


lt was for this reason that the Labour Party, as the Government, introduced 
the National Provident Fund in June 1968 as the basis for a social security 
scheme. The Peoples Action Movement attacked the establishment of the Fund 
and encouraged workers and their employers not to take part in it. 


Social Security Scheme 


In January 1978 the Labour Government replaced the National Provident Fund 
by a fully comprehensive Social Security Scheme geared to provide for the 
workers and their families. 


-~-age, invalidity and survivors’ pensions 
--sickness, maternity and funeral benefits 
--employment injury benefits 


The Money in the National Provident Fund 


From the start of the Social Security Scheme, the money in the National 
Provident Fund has been kept separate from the money collected by the Social 
Security Scheme. Each member of the National Provident Fund has his/her own 
separate account with a definite sum of money in it and interest is added to 
the account from time to time. 


[n January-February 1980, during the General Elections campaign, the Peoples 
Action Movement promised that if they were given the chance to become the 
zovernment, they would immediately pay out the $12 million in the National 
Provident Fund to all the members of the Fund. Up to now, nearly 3 1/2 years 
later, they have not kept one word of that promise. 








Review of the Social Security Scheme 


According to Section 39 of the Social Security Act, the Social Security 
Scheme was to be reviewed in 1980 and then again in 1983. After the review 
the Minister responsible for Social Security was to put a Report before the 
House of Assembly "as soon as possible." 


The International Labour Office provided an actuary to undertake the first 
review. Up to now the Minister has failed or refused to comply with the 
law and put the Report before the House of Assembly. 


As a result, the general public does not know: 


(a) How much money is in the National Provident Fund. 

(b) What has been done and is being done with the money in the National 
Provident Fund. 

(c) How much money has been paid out to the workers and their families 
from the National Provident Fund. 

(d) How much money is in the Social Security Fund and what is being done 
with that money. 

(e) How much money has been paid out to the workers and their families 
from the Social Security Fund. 


10 Public Complaints About the Social Security Scheme 
fhe people of St Kitts are fed up with the way the Simmonds government has 
been operating the Social Security Scheme. Every day, the complaints are 


getting louder and louder, especially because - 


|. The government has cut off the payment of Assistance Pension to many 
old and needy persons. 


MN 


The government has refused to pay the Assistance Pension to many old 
and needy persons. 


3}. The government has demanded that several old and destitute people pay 
back thousands of dollars received as Assistance Pension. 


4. In February 1980 PAM promised to increase the Assistance Pension from 
$7.00 to $15.00 per week. It has not been increased, even by one cent. 


5. The Funeral Grant of $200.00 is ridiculously too small. 
6. The payments for sickness and maternity benefits are too small. 

7. The payments for age, invalidity and survivors benefits are too small. 
8. The money paid to injured workers and their families under the present 
Workmen's Compensation law is far too small and out-of-date but the 
government continues to refuse to introduce the employment injuries 


benefit programme which was planned as part of the Social Security 
Scheme. 
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9. It takes a very, very long time for workers and their families to get 
the money payable by the Scheme. Sometimes it takes months of going 
and coming to get your money. 

10. The government is victimizing Civil Servants and is refusing to pay them 
their sickness and other benefits, although their money is being taken 
out for contributions to the Fund. 


Labour's Proposals 


The Labour Party proposes that, as a matter of urgency, the government 
should - 


--Increase assistance Pension from $7.00 to a minimum of $15.00 per week 
--Increase the number of old people getting assistance pensions 
--Increase funeral grant from $200.00 to $600.00 

-~Increase sickness and maternity benefits 

--Increase age, invalidity and survivors’ benefits 

--Introduce the employment injury benefit scheme 

--Cut out the time-wasting in paying benefits 

--Pay civil servants their full benefits 

--Put the I.L.0. report before the House of Assembly 


--Stop dipping its hands in the social security money 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST CHRISTOPHER-NEVIS 


BRITISH AIRWAYS OPENING DIRECT SERVICE FROM UK 


Basseterre THE DEMOCRAT in English 16 Jul 83 p l 


[Text] On Wednesday 14th September 1983 at 12.30 Greenwich Mean Time, 
British Airways Jumbo Jet Flight BA #257 will depart London's Heathrow 
International Airport. At approximately 3.50 p.m. local time the huge 
jetliner, the largest commercial passenger aircraft in service, will touch 
down at Golden Rock International Airport in St Kitts. 


The Boeing 747 with a passenger capacity of 417 persons, will be the largest 
passenger plane ever to land in the State, and is being regarded as the 
biggest breakthrough in air services to St Kitts-Nevis since the inaugura- 
tion of BWIA's direct New York-St Kitts flight on 8th January 1981. 

BA #257 will be the first-ever direct commercial transatlantic flight into 

St Kitts, and it will be followed by BA #256 on Thursday 29th September 1983, 
the return voyage of this history-making event. 


According to information received through official channels, over 100 bookings 
have already been assured, and the success of this maiden non-stop trans- 
atlantic service into the State will determine the viability of a regular 
scheduled flight by British Airways, one of the largest airlines in the 

world. 


fhe maiden British Airways Atlantic crossing to St Kitts is just another of 
the multiple spinoffs being realised by the enormous publicity surrounding 
the attainment by St Kitts-Nevis of FULL INDEPENDENCE on 19th September 1983. 
A Government source informed THE DEMOCRAT that arrangements for the flight 
began after a telephone conversation between the Premier the Honourable 

Dr Kennedy Simmonds and Mr Colin Irvine, British Airways Area Manager for 

the Leeward and Virgin Islands. 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST CHRISTOPHER-NEVIS 


PAPER DEFENDS PAM/NRP GOVERNMENT LABOR RELATIONS RECORD 
s}assetere THE DEMOCRAT in English 16 Jul 83 p 2 
{Editorial ] 


[Text] Recent developments at the new Deep Water Harbour have given the 

lie to oft-repeated allegation that the new Government is presiding over 

a’ country where the rights of workers are being trampled upon. This allega- 
tion has on several occasions issued from the propaganda sheets of the 
Opposition Labour Union Party, in an effort to detract from the general 
relief felt as a result of the end of the domination of the working-class 

by Labour. The new PAM/NRP Government is a Government which has maintained 
a strong record of looking after the interests of workers, without mixing 
itself up in politically-motivated trade unionism to the extent reached 

by Larour. 


fhe Waterfront Airport and General Workers Union (WAGWU) is one of the 
workers’ organisations which sprang up after the removal of the Labour 
Covernment in 1980. Freed from the fear of victimisation and anxious to get 
away from the minority rule of Labour on the waterfront, an overwhelming 
number of waterfront workers (about 90%) voted against Labour and installed 
WAGWU as the bargaining agent for the Port of Basseterre. 


However, this coincided with the construction of a new Deep Water Port at 
Bird Rock, which was begun under the Labour Administration. The new Port 
facility will make a number of categories of workers redundant. Government 
is currently working out a formula for making redundancy payments, but the 
new system, introduced in 28 years of Labour rule, is not yet in place. 


Meanwhile, the local shipping departments at T.D.C. and S.L. Horsford, 

in this period of uncertainty, availed themselves of the new Port handling 
facilities and brought cement boats into the Deep Water Harbour to be 
offloaded. WAGWU, claiming that it was not consulted by the Shipping 

\eents, opened negotiations for their members to be paid. Two points are 
noteworthy. The first is that the 50 lightermen involved DID NOT WORK THE 
BOATS. The second is that the action taken by WAGWU was obviously completely 
INDEPENDENT OF THE GOVERNMENT, and if anything challenges Government's 
position. After a 4-week dispute during which the shippers refused to pay, 
WAGWU representation secured the required concession from T.D.C. and S.L. 
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Horsford, with the result that T.D.C. has agreed to pay $4982.12 and 
$8021.24 to the 50 men being made redundant by the changeover to the new 
Deep Water Port. 


Further negotiations are to be held on the position of similar shipments 
in the future, but in any case it is plain to see that independent trade 
unionism can now flourish in St Kitts. Can anyone imagine that the Labour 
Union would have fought for the waterfront workers in a similar situation 


if it had been the Labour Government that had given the okay for the [word 
indistinct] to use the Deep Water Port? 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST CHRISTOPHER-NEVIS 


SIMMONDS' INTRANSIGENCE ON NATIONAL BANK ISSUE CRITICIZED 


Basseterre THE LABOUR SPOKESMAN in English 25 Jun 83 p 9 


lText | 


Since the illegal take-over of National 
Bank on 8 March 1982 by the Simmonds government 
that bank has been decliring steadily. It is 
certain that as long as the government re- 
mains in illegal possession of the bank it 
will continue to decline. 


In a decision on 4 May 1982 the High Court 
declared the take-over by the Simmonds govern- 
ment to be unconstitutional, null and void 
and of no effect and it further declared that 
all acts already done under the take-over law 
and all future acts that may be done under it 
shall be null and void and of no effect. 


On 1 March 1983 the Court of Appeal unani- 
mously affirmed the decision of the High Court 
and dismissed the appeal by the government. 


The Simmonds government's answer to the 
Appeal Court decision is to say that it is 
going to appeal to the Privy Council in 
England. 


However, until the case is heard and deci- 
ded upon by the Privy Council the decision of 
the Court of Appeal stands. If the Privy 
Council upholds the decision of the Court of 
Appeal the Simmonds government will not have 
any other court to appeal to. 


The position remains as the Court of Appeal 
found it and declared it, that is to say, 
that the take-over law is unconstitutional 
void and of no effect, and that all acts 
already done under the said law and all acts 

















which may in the future be purported to be 
done under it are and shall be null and void 
and of no effect. 


What has the unconstitutional law and ille- 
gal behaviour by the Simmonds government done 
to National Bank? It has left the bank with- 
out a future by destroying all public confi- 
dence in the bank. It has made the bank 
completely unsafe, drawn customers from the 
bank, and kept new customers and new busi- 
ness away from the bank. 


The unconstitutional law and illegal beha- 
viour by the Simmonds government has also 
made the bank a political tool of the govern- 
ment thereby giving the government direct 
access to information about the private 
affairs of those people who through fear of 
victimisation still do some business with the 
bank. 


The continued illegal. possession of the 
bank by the Simmonds government has made the 
bank too risky for anyone in his rights mind 
to trust. 


People do not have any confidence in the 
bank anti they do not trust it. They do not 
have any faith in it or in its future. 


Although both the High Court and the Court 
of Appeal have said that the persons whom the 
government purported to appoint as directors 
are not directors at all and were never progjer- 
ly appointed yet the government keeps them 
hanging on as an unlawful board of bogus 
directors. 


The unlawful acts of these pretended 
directors only do more harm to National Bank. 
They are not lawful directors of the bank and 
cannot constitutionally and lawfully act in 
the name of or on behalf of the bank. 


By pretending to be directors of the bank 
in open defiance of the Court they are taking 
a grave risk. 


The comic situation of National Bank has 
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caused the public to call it a bankie for they 
do not regard it as a proper bank any more. 


If the action by the Simmonds government 
causes National Bank or bankie with its bogus 
board of directors to fail and people lose 
their money,it will only catch the poor, be- 


cause the rich people do not have any money 
in it. 


One reason why the rich are rich is because 
they are careful with their money and do not 
take foolish risks with it. They aré there- 
fore not likely to lose it. 

These people have put their money in a 
safe bank long ago. The only thing that 
rich people and sensible people mix witl. their 
money is more money. So you can be sure that 


they do not have any money in National Bank or 
bankie. 


A word to the wise is enough, but an 
epistle to the unwise is not enough. 


When they lose their money they will under - 
stand. The Simmonds government wants some 
poor people to lose the little money they 
have. Don't be caught! 














COUNTRY SECTION ST CHRISTOPHER-NEVIS 


LABOUR ORGAN SLAMS GOVERNMENT FOR ANTIWORKER ACTIONS 
Basseterre THE LABOUR SPOKESMAN in English 22 Jun 83 p 2 
{Editorial ] 


[Text] It seems as if the government will stop at nothing in oppressing 
and brutalising the poor. They inflict hardships upon them literally 
from the cradle to the grave. 


When women have had babies they have such difficulty in obtaining their 
maternity benefits from Social Security although they have paid for those 
benefits. 


(he same thing happens when workers have been ill and have to claim sickness 
benefit. 


Those who need blood tests have to find $10.00 to pay; those who wish to 

travel must pay $4.00 for two police certificates instead of the 50 cents 
they paid in the past. The charges for passports have been increased by 

$10 and there is a tax of 5 percent on the price of the ticket. 


Workers have been forced to work for an increase of 1 1/2 percent but 
their food prices have been on the increase and their electricity bills 


have trebled over a 12-month period. 


Persons on fixed pensions who own their own homes have had their limited 
pension eaten into by the fantastic increase in the house and land tax. 


Older people receiving assistance pensions have had it cut off and some 
of them have had demands for repayment of hundreds Of dollars. 


All of those things are dreadful. But the worst thing we have heard to 
date relates to a circular letter issued by the Department of Social Welfare. 


fo understand the impact of the circular a little background may be helpful. 


There are a number of women who have to apply to the Magistrate Court to 
obtain support for their children. 


168 





Where such an application is made, the law allows that a maximum weekly 
amount which the Court can order the father to pay is $15.00. 


Magistrates seldom order men to pay the maximun. The most likely amount 
the Court will order nowadays is $10 per week and that depends on what the 
total obligations of the man are. 


[t is not that the Court thinks that $10 can support a child--far from it. 
But there is the need to strike a proper balance taking into account the 
interests and welfare of the child, the rights and obligations of the mother 
and the means of the father. 


Where an order is made against a man to support his child an arrangement 
can be made and is very often made for the father to pay the money to the 
mother through the Social Welfare Department. 


lhis arrangement has the following advantages: 


(L) The sustained official involvement tends to induce regularity in the 
payments. The pattern seems to be that most of the men who do not pay 
through this Channel do not pay regularly and that they in fact make a habit 
of “running up" huge arrears so that they then have to be taken back to 
Court and they pay lump sums on the basis of Court orders. 


(2) The intervention of this agency keeps the parties at arm's length. In 
general, parties who are on good terms will not have reached Court House. 
The fact that they have reached Court House is an indication that the 
relations between them have broken down. It is useful that they can deal 
through a neutral official, impartial, objective third party. 


(3) The passage through the official records of the Department should 
ensure reliable book-keeping and prevent controversies. 


Now, the circular letter issued by the Government to all mothers who receive 
children's maintenance in this way is to the effect that the Department of 
Social Welfare will withhold 30 cents out of the amount collected for bank 


charges. 


lt is a wicked act; it is daylight robbery and it is not committed against 
the mothers at all but against the babies in their cradles. 


There is no justification for this deduction at all. There must be a way of 
managing such funds without their attracting bank charges. 


Resides there are private agencies in the community such as lawyers' offices 
where the same service is rendered without charge. 


[his expression of greed by the Government could cause intense suffering 
to young children in this way. Mothers fearing that they can't afford to 
lose the 30 cents may alter the arrangement and ask the fathers to pay 


169 





directly to them. The fathers may become careless and neglectful and the 
innocent babies will be the sufferers. 


Didn't anybody ever tell this government that "the cost of real love is no 
charge?" 


CSO: 3298/819 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST LUCIA 


PAPER CALLS FOR GOVERNMENT ACTION ON LABOR LEGISLATION 
Castries THE WEEKEND VOICE in English 18 Jun 83 p 2 
{Editorial ] 


[text] ONE of the important planks of the 


ruling United Workers Party during the 
1982 General Election Campaign was 
its promise to restore industrial rela- 
tions stability to St. Lucia. 

In fact, one of the specific pledges 
of the UWP was that it would seek early 
implementation of certain parts of the 
much publicised Labour Code. 

It is now 13 months since the UWP 
took office and for some reason it 
appears that industrial stability no 
longer holds a priority position among 
its policies. 

Not even three months after the 
Minister of Labour announced that the 
Government was preparing certain 
pieces of legislation, following repre- 
sentation made by the trade unions. 
These, we were told, would deal with 
recognition of trade unions, workmen’s 
compensation, severance pay and 
occupational health and safety. 

What has been happening mean- 
while, is that certain trade unions and 
certain workers are encountering diffi- 
culties and the legislation is simply not 
there to give them adequate protection. 

The National Workers’ Union 
complains that its members who are 
forced out of work as a resuit of the 
harsh economic times, are not being 
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adequately compensated. in some 
instances, as in the case of the recent 
closure of M & C’s Motor Depart- 
ment, the trade unions are forced to 
rely on the generosity of the employers 
to give redundant workers a ‘‘reason- 
able’’ deal. 

The Seamer.’s Union complains 
that the NWU is guilty of unethical 
practices in trying to wrest recognition 
for the employees at the St. Lucian 
Hotel. 

Many Unions are still complaining 
about inadequate safety measures on 
the job, and so on. 

The Government has repeatedly 
expressed its desire for stable indus- 
trial relations. It appears to us that the 
time has come when it must take steps 
to ensure that stability. And one of the 
ways to do this is to process the neces- 
sary legislation which would take care 
of the areas of conflict and confusion 
which have hitherto posed problems in 
the industrial relations field. 

We believe that St. Lucia is at the 
stage where it needs legislation to deal 
with the question of trade union 
recognition. We believe that the 
questions of workmen’s compensation 
and severance pay are sufficiently cru- 
cial to the welfare of the workers of this 
country that Parliament legislates the 
sort of deals workers should receive 
rather thai ieaving it to the whims and 
fancies of employers. 

The Government must honour this 
election pledge as soon as possible. It 
must stop pussy-footing on these 
pieces of legislation which are crucial 
to good industrial relations and the 
welfare of the country’s workers as a 
whole. 











COUNTRY SECTION ST LUCIA 


BRIEFS 


RECOGNITION OF UNION--St Lucia Electricity Services Limited has granted 
recognition to the Union of Executive and Supervisory Personnel on behalf 

of its Grade Two employees. A letter from the Company suggested that a 
further meeting be held between the two parties to discuss the format of any 
proposed industrial agreement. The Union has also been granted recognition 


by the St Lucia Port Authority. [Text] [Castries THE WEEKEND VOICE in 
English 18 Jun 83 p 1] 


CUBAN FRLENDSHIP GROUP--The St Lucia-Cuba Friendship Association says it 
is seeking an audience with Prime Minister John Compton to discuss the 
question of scholarships offered to St Lucian students by the Government 

f Cuba. According to a spokesman for the Association, over 50 students 
have applied to that organisation for assistance in obtaining scholarships 
to study in Cuba for the academic term beginning this coming September. 
However, unlike in past years when the Association and other local organi- 
‘ations also received scholarships, he said, all scholarships to St Lucian 
‘tudents for this year have to be channelled through the Government of St 
Lucia. [Text] [Castries THE WEEKEND VOICE in English 16 Jul 83 p 1] 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES 


PAPER CALLS FOR FACTS IN CASE OF ALLEGED POLICE BRUTALITY 
Kingstown THE VINCENTIAN in English 15 Jul 83 p 4 
Editorial] 


[Text] A story is circulating that a young Prisoner held in connection with 
the recent double-kiling in the Vermont mountain, who died a few days ago, 
met his end through ill treatment. The prisoner, Alphonso Shallow, is 
alleged to have been beaten by the police. He was taken to hospital by 
"six" members of the force, according to one story reaching the Vincentian. 
Shallow was pronounced dead on arrival. 


\nother detainee was hospitalised. It is alleged that marks on his body 
clearly attested to brutalisation. This man, Evan Nanton, 19 years old, 
like Shallow was picked up in connection with the Vermont mountain happening. 
He is alleged to have broken down and confessed to the cultivation of mari- 
juana. Two other young men are said to be in custody in relation to the 
same killings. 


fhe accusations of use of violence by police to persons when in their 
custody is very perturbing. Policemen are a vital part of our law enforce- 
ment machine, but their functions are very distinct from the officers of 
the Court who decide on the penalties that should be given to law breakers. 
indeed no punishment can be undertaken with justice before the accused has 
been granted a fair trial and been pronounced guilty. 


lhe brutalising of prisoners is contrary to human rights and in fact to 
civilized practice. If such brutality ts undertaken by the very men who 
have the responsibility protecting citizens and upholding the Law, where 
will we end? 


We all react with just anger, to the atrocities committed against Prisoners 
by the South African police. The "death" in jail of Steve Bik was a case 


in point. True Bik was maltreated for standing up for human rights. 
But to abuse human rights is inexcusable even in the most self-righteous. 
lustice of 8th July has reminded us of 6 cases between May 1973 and 


December 1982 in which Vincentians have died through police action or at 
best in police custody. Are we aiming to be another South Africa? 











it is understood that there is much anger and legitimately so, against 

the deaths by violence with which the police are associated. It is another 
cause for the sense of frustration and insecurity [word indistinct] the 
people. If the Lawmen are not guilty, they better do something positive 
and quickly about clearing their name. 


Vincentians want to know the truth about the behaviour of the police. 
Senior officers of the force, the relevant Minister and Mr Milton Cato 
himself must act now to discipline the members of the force if they are 
abusing their authority and tyranising over helpless people, even if 

they are criminals. Violence does nothing to control violence. It merely 
breeds more violence. 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES 


MNU OUTLINES PLANS FOR CONTESTING BY-ELECTION 
Kingstown THE VINCENTIAN in English 22 Jul 83 pl 


|(fext| The movement for National Unity (MNU) made it clear at a press 
conterence on July 15 that the party will oppose the re-election of the 

St Vincent Labour Party to the Central Leeward Constituency in the forthcoming 
by-election. The MNU will campaign vigorously against Prime Minister Cato's 
candidate, Ms Valcina Ash, even though it is doubtful that they will them- 
selves put forward a representative. 


Ralph Gonsalves' MNU has published in their organ Unity an uncompromising 
statement regarding their stand. The statement reads: 


"The Movement for National Unity (MNU) will be participating in the forth- 
coming by-election in Central Leeward but it is unlikely to be fielding a 
candidate. The MNU, however, will be conducting a full-fledged campaign 
against the ruling St Vincent Labour Party and will be urging the voters of 
Central Leeward not to vote for the Labour Party's candidate, Ms Valcina Ash. 
lhe MNU, though, will not be supporting the candidate of any opposition party 
but will strive, even at this late stage, to get a measure of opposition unity 
to confront the Labour Party in the by-election. Should some form of unity 
emerge between itself and one or more of other opposition parties on a candi- 
date, the MNU will support such a "Unity" candidate. 


lhe MNU, which from its inception has been trying to forge unity out of oppo- 
‘ition disunity, is deeply disturbed that a multiplicity of opposition parties 
will be contesting the by-election. This no doubt wouid make it easier for 
the Labour Party to win the by-election and that is an outcome to be avoided 
ind dreaded. We of the MNU are disappointed that some opposition parties have 
jumped the gun and have named candidates for the by-election without first 
seeking a measure of opposition unity, particularly since formal "unity" 
proposals are on the tables of these opposition parties. 


lhe MNU believes that opposition disunity in this by-election will make it 


more difficult for the opposition parties to establish a cooperative or 
inity arrangement after the by-election. We will be campaigning in Central] 
Leeward partly to have electorate demonstrate to the opposition parties the 


necessity of opposition unity. That is an objective worth struggling for. 








[f some opposition parties are determined to treat this by-election as "Ole 
Mass," the MNU is prepared to await the general election to play on 
Carnival Tuesday. 


(o date no day has been named for the by-election. 


According to rumour, Senator Valcina Ash will be the Labour Party's candidate 
and Herbert Young will stand for the New Democratic Party of Son Mitchell. 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES 


BRIEFS 


NEW SNM OFFICIAL--Eggie Richards of "Uncle Metro" fame has joined Dr Gideon 
Cordice's St Vincent and the Grenadines National Movement, and become a 

member of the party executive. SNM's Executive Secretary Stanley Quammie made 
the announcement early this week. Mr Richards has provided his native 

St Vincent with many years of service: most notably as the owner and operator 
of the Metrocint General Insurance Company (hence Uncle Metro), and most 
recently as the financial Saviour of the only National Newspaper The Vincen- 
tian. Eggie is no stranger to politics. A one-time member of Ebe ne zer 
Joshua's People's Political Party he contested the East St George seat against 
no less a person than present Prime Minister Milton Cato. To say the least 
his performance was creditable. The SNM hopes to capitalise on Mr Richards' 
well known courage and civic mindedness in its attempt to build a party that 


will "provide a positive alternative to the present stagment and inefficient 
government" Mr Quammie says. [Text] [Kingstown THE VINCENTIAN in English 
[5S Jul 83 p 1] 
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COUNTRY SECTION VENEZUELA 


MENATL RECEIVES SOVIET CULTURAL TRADE UNION DELEGATION 


Caracas TRIBUNA POPULAR in Spanish 17-23 Jun 83 p 2 
ifext|] <A delegation of the Cultural Workers Union from the USSR has visited 
mir country at the invitation of the FENATI [National Federation of Indus- 
trial Workers]. The delegation was comprised of Viktor Slonin and Andrey 
‘umarev, Secretary general of the Central Committee [as published] and offi- 
ial of the International Department of the Cultural Workers Union, which 


has 2.8 million members, including artists, musicians, painters, communica- 
tors, sculptors, clowns and others. 


Viktor Slonin explained that the visit was part of a cultural exchange of 
delevyations whose purpose is to meet with leaders from FENATI and other or- 
inizations to discuss activities related to the USSR's Cultural Workers 


is important for the Cultural Workers Union of the USSR to develop our 


relations in the future as well as to discuss union activities and joint 
i? 


9 tte W 
tions, he said to if 


Ihe secretary of the Soviet cultural organization explained that "we came 
cre 2 years ago and were received by our FENATI comrades. We have also 
them at international events and we pay a lot of attention to the mat- 
r of safeguarding peace and disarmament." 


| bi aid the delegation is in favor of developing cultural exchange since 
this makes it possible to become acquainted with the cultural life of our 


year Bolivar's bicentennial is being celebrated in Venezuela; in our 
sintry, we are also celebrating the event with music, painting, sculpting 
ther activities. 


, id Like to wish the Venezuelan workers success in their work; may 
in peace and we wish to express our desire that relations between 


intries will be strengthened." 


t i t schedule of the Soviet labor leaders includes visits to the media 


well as meetings with leaders of the CUIV [United Central Organization of 
lan Workers], the press union, the radio and television union, the 
ration of Workers of the Graphics Industry and others. 











COUNTRY SECTION VENEZUELA 


SOVIET DELEGATION OF MUNICIPAL LEADERS ARRIVES 
Caracas EL NACLONAL in Spanish 29 Jun 83 p D-17 


'fext | A delegation of municipal leaders from the Soviet Union has visited 
the Caracas City Hall where they were received by its president, Alvaro 
‘aez Pumer, who said that “we are honored by your visit and hope that vou 
vill teel comtortable among us." 


he group consisted of Aleksey Voropayev, chairman of the Executive Commit- 
tee of the Voronezh Oblast Soviet; Elmer Y. Zamanov, chairman of the Execu- 
tive Committee of the Makhach-Kala Soviet (Autonomous Republic of Dagestan); 


at : 3) 


liria P. Moreyeva, deputy chairman of the Executive Committee of the 
\rasnodar territory Soviet; Boris N. Stepanov, deputy chairman of the Execu- 
ive Committee of the Moscow Soviet; and Viktor Teglev, chairman of the 
<ccutive Committee of the Kirov District Soviet of Leningrad. The head 
the delegation, the Foreign Relations Minister oi the RSFSR, did not 
ike part in the meeting at the Caracas City Hall due to ill health. 


he Soviet delegation and the Venezuelans talked about the city of Caracas, 
i needs of children and other related municipal matters during their 
weting. The visitors were handed a municipal ordinance declaring the dele- 
ition to be an illustrious guest of the city. Each member was also given 

i medal commemorating the 150th anniversary of the death of the Liberator 

aria Moreyeva was also given a silver orchid. 





the visiting group, it gave the president of the Caracas Cit all 
- | } _o ur = | r _ 7 y , - . mona! - 1D + 7 
ok on the history of the city of Moscow and a medal of the city o 
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legation ich wili remain in Venezuela until] <t Saturda sign 
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took of Lllustrious Guests of the Federal District Municipal Counci! 


ire ncluding its visit. 
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‘ial notice yesterday to the Directorate of Military Justice of the dis- 
ng of the "Tito Gonzalez Heredia" regional political committee. 
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VENEZUELA 


FLAG MEMBERS TURNED OVER TO MILITARY JUSTICE 
NACLONAL in Spanish 29 Jun 83 p D-20 


DISIP [Directorate of Intelligence and Prevention Services] gave 


same announcement 18 of the 19 detainees were put at the disposition 


justice; these were arrested during various raids carried out 
in Caracas and the Sucre District of Miranda State. The group of 
has been charged by the state security service with having car- 


ed out alleged Red Flag subversive activities. 


JLSETP chiet Camilio Cusati, director general of police, explained that the 


18 detaine 
litical 

oO! 

to 
More than 

1700 veste 


iWwvwalnN 
ne name 
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US 


the 


»rday at the DISIP headquarters. 
tomorrow. 


-d in the dismantling of the so-called "Tito Gonzalez Heredia" 


committee from Red Flag will remain in detention at the headquar- 
organization at Los Chaguaramos until the military judge as- 
the investigation makes a decision on issuing warrants of arrest. 
relatives of the 18 detainees visited these between 1400 and 
They will be able to them 


90 


eon 


see 


»f the only prisoner to be released was not revealed by the DISIP. 


iC 


i said that the file on the dismantlement of the regional polit- 


committee is quite voluminous and its respective sections will be hand- 
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? 
4 


» the military court designated by the Directorate of Military Jus- 
irse of the operations undertaken by the DISIP to dismantle the 
idestine Red Flag, more than 120 arrests have been made, includin 
1 main leader of the organization, Gabriel Puerta Aponte. 
" . 2 T ° ' 1 

i] director of police of the DISIP explained: 'The hardest blow 

SIP has dealt to Red Flag is having dismantled the national 

t ot the political-military district where Puerta Aponte was - 
is took place during Faster Week this vear in Caracas Of al 

ired, a military court issued arrest warrants against 14." 











the high official explained that the second blow against Red Flag was the 
dismantling of the "Fabricio-Ojeda" political-military district in Aragua 
State. A military court issued warrants of arrest against 16 of those 
detained. 


The third dismantling of a Red Flag regional political committee was of the 
so-called "Hugo Guzman Jaramillo" committee that operated in Sucre and 


Anzoategui states. A military judge subsequently issued 13 warrants of ar- 
rest, he explained. 

the tourth DISIP operation against Red Flag was the dismantling of the 
"Vicente Contreras Duque" political committee in Zulia State where they 
captured guerrilla chief Asdrubal Guzman and his wife. 


the fifth one was in Puerto Ordaz, where they dismantled the "Trino Barrios" 
regional political committee. Of the 24 detainees handed over to military 
justice, 14 were served with arrest warrants. 

Ihe sixth dismantlement of a Red Flag political committee happened last week 


in Caracas and in the eastern area of the city, where 19 persons were ar- 
rested but 1 was released. 


\nother measure taken against armed subversion was the capture in Maracay of 
Pablo Hernandez Parra, alias "Comandante Salomon," a dissident of Red Flag 
who was organizing a new guerrilla movement called "28 October." 
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